Galatians 5:1-12

Intro
· Open Bibles or Bible apps to Galatians chapter 5
· Paul has written to the Galatians because they have wandered from the truth
· They have been deceived
· The truth being: salvation by grace through faith
· The deception being: salvation by works of the law

· This morning we begin our look at Galatians chapter 5
· And in it we will see some of Paul’s most poignant and most powerful statements
· This is one of my favorite chapters in all of the bible
· Containing one of my favorite verses

· Today we will look at verses 1-12 today
· Let’s begin with verse 1

Verse 1
It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· I love this verse!
· Truly one of my top 5 favorite verses in all of scripture
· As most of you know,
· Freedom is a high personal value for me
· I have quoted this verse countless times over the years
· When I first considered preaching through Galatians…
· It was with this specific verse in mind

· This one verse sums up the entirety of the letter so very well
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
· Freedom from what?
· This is not a political freedom
· This is not freedom Roman oppressors
· This is not freedom from a prison sentence
· This is religious freedom
· This is spiritual freedom
· This is specifically freedom from relating with God based on the Law of Moses
· As well as, freedom from the religious rules and regulations of the chief priests, the scribes and the Pharisees
· Freedom for what?
· Freedom for Relationship with God
· Intimate, personal, one-on-one relationship with the Father, Son and Spirit
· Freedom to connect with God directly
· Without a middle man
· Without jumping through the hoops of religious ceremonies of protocols
· ‎"A true friend is someone with whom protocol is no longer necessary." ~ Author Simon Sinek
· And Jesus has called us friends
· The Hebrews had copious protocols!
· Smells and bells and sacrifices
· Not so any longer
· Freedom for a relationship with God 
· Initiated by God
· And granted to us, gifted to us, by his great grace

· Stand firm, then, 
· Meaning…
· Take your stand
· Set your feet
· Firmly planted
· Do not wavier
· Do not give an inch 
· It means to stand and keep standing
· Most translations use the phrase “stand firm”
· AMP: “Keep standing firm”
· Message: “So take your stand!”
· Passion: “Stubbornly refuse”

· and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· Stand firm, unflinching, against this yoke of slavery
· Do not yield, do not give in and do not go back to this yoke of slavery
· And what is this yoke of slavery?
· Here, Saint Paul is not referring to the horrors of human trafficking
· He is not talking about people who are sold into servitude
· No, this yoke of slavery is religion
· It is specifically the law of Moses
· This heavy yoke of slavery is salvation by works of the law
· Religious laws 
· Today, this yoke of slavery is performance based Christianity
· Any and all hoops we are forced to jump through to seemingly make us acceptable to God
· Forces by ourselves or others
· To convince ourselves or others that we are acceptable to God based on our high performance
· The Galatians began in grace and astonishingly turned toward the law
· They went, from freedom, to the bondage of religious slavery
· And Paul is exhorting them passionately to wake up to the truth

Verses 2-4
Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 
· Have you ever had an argument with someone and…
· You can see their anger ramping up?
· That’s what we have here in the next 11 verses
· And it begins in verse 2
· “Mark my words!”
· “I. Paul. Tell you.”
· Paul is intensely passionate here
· He’s angry!

· Why is circumcision such a big deal?
· Verse 2: if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all
· Verse 3: Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law
· In that day, in that culture, circumcision was THE sign of Judaism 
· It was the sign of a boy born into a Jewish family
· It was the sign of a Gentile male’s conversion to Judaism
· And it was the requirement that was being put on the Galatians 
· By the Hebrew agitators who have been trailing behind Paul on his missionary journeys
· Paul preaches grace
· And they follow after him sowing seeds of religious legalism
· Specifically, that these new followers of Jesus must be circumcised
· So, circumcision was a big deal
· And Paul is arguing strongly against it
· Paul is declaring that the Galatians are faced with an either/or situation
· NOT both/and
· You are free or you are not free
· It is grace or it is law
· Not a mixture of the two
· If you come to God on the basis of religious legalism
· Then it is all legalism, all the way
· It’s all about how well you perform
· But, it you come to God on the basis of grace
· Then it is all grace, all the way
· It’s all about what God has already done for you
· Verse 4 communicates it well:
· You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace.
· The Galatians had a choice to make
· Side note:
· Circumcision doesn’t hold the same cultural distinctive today
· Today it is not so much a declaration of faith
· As it is personal or family a preference
· Paul makes this clear in the next couple of verses that the issue isn’t so much the act of circumcision itself
· But the religious intent behind it

Verses 5-6
For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
· Concerning verse 5 Commentator David Guzik writes:
· “Those walking in the Spirit wait for righteousness by faith; they are not trying to earn it by performing good works. No one is a legalist through the Spirit.”
· I love that, 
· “no one is a legalist through the spirit”
· In verse six Paul states clearly to the Galatians that circumcision is irrelevant for followers of Jesus
· And then makes this profound statement in the back half of verse 6:
· The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
· The context here is how are we going to relate with God
· And the answer is 
· The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
· Such a powerful phrase
· Faith: pistis - trust
· Love: agape – love’s highest form
· The only thing that counts is a relationship of trust with God Almighty expressing itself through the grandest of all loves, God’s love.
· The way God loves us
· So, so good
· Such a powerful sentence

· But I wonder, if we couldn’t make a broader application to our entire spiritual lives
· The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
· Wouldn’t that make a wonderful guiding statement of mission or purpose for…
· An individual
· A group
· An organization
· Or a church community?
· The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
· I encourage you to meditate on that one for a while.

Verses 7-9
You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 
· You were on the right path
· Running in the right direction
· The way of grace
· Who cut you off?
· Who distracted you?
· Who deceived you?
· What is this detour?
· This detour is not from God
· It is not from the one who called you by his grace

· And then Paul warns the Galatians 
· In Matthew 16:16 Jesus warned his disciple:
· “Be careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.”
·  In Galatians 5:9 Paul issues the very same warning to the Galatians
· “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.”
· A little bit of religious legalism will work its way throughout the entire community
· Don’t do it!
· Verse 9 David Guziuk:
· “In the Jewish way of thinking, leaven almost always stood for evil influence.  Paul is saying that the legalistic commitment they have right now may be small, but it is so dangerous that it can corrupt everything.”

Verses 10-11
I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 
· Here we see that Paul’s passionate intensity has ramped all the way up!
· Those leading you into deception will have a price to pay
· And no matter what anyone else is saying…
· I am telling you plainly that I am NOT espousing:
· The Law
· Legalism
· And certainly not circumcision  
· Otherwise the cross would have lost its value
· One more quote from David Guzik:
· Legalism can't handle the offense of the cross. The whole point of Jesus dying on the cross was to say, "You can't save yourself. I must die in your place or you have absolutely no hope at all." When we trust in legalism, we believe that we can, at least in part, save ourselves.

Verse 12
· And then we have verse 12
· So much for the false accusation against Paul that he was a people please
· Only telling people what they want to hear
· Here we see that Paul’s anger has hit it’s peak!
· As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves!
· The NIV is polite
· Listen to these translations
· [bookmark: _GoBack]NLT: I just wish that those troublemakers who want to mutilate you by circumcision would mutilate themselves.
· ISV: I wish that those who are upsetting you would castrate themselves!
· Message: Why don’t these agitators, obsessive as they are about circumcision, go all the way and castrate themselves!
· AMP: I wish that those who are troubling you [by teaching that circumcision is necessary for salvation] would even [go all the way and] castrate themselves!
· Paul is fired up!
· He sounds like he’s got a little bit of Brooklyn in him!
· I love it!

· So passionate is he for the Galatians
· So passionate is he for the message of the gospel
· For salvation by grace
· And not by works
· These eternal concerns are worthy of such passion

Let’s Pray
· Just say no to religious legalism
· And say yes to the grace of God
· Say yes to freedom
· Stand firm and free
· Do not yield again to a performance based relationship with God

Ministry Time
· Any words of knowledge?
· If you need prayer for anything 
· Please come forward during the final song
