Gifts of the Spirit 1

I.  Intro

1.  Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

2.  Today I’m beginning a new series of messages on the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.
A. I will use the text of 1 Corinthians 12 as a road map and see where it takes us.

3.  This morning I’ll give an overview as a means of introduction to the series
A. I’ll answer three questions:
a. Who is Paul writing to?
b. Why is Paul writing this?
c. What does it mean for us?

4.  In the coming weeks: 
A. We’ll look at the 9 gifts listed in verses 8-10
a.  Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in different kinds of tongues, the interpretation of tongues.
b.  As well as apostles, teachers, helps and guidance from verse 28

5.  Read & Pray: 1 Corinthians 12:1-11
Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, somehow or other you were influenced and led astray to mute idols. 3 Therefore I want you to know that no one who is speaking by the Spirit of God says, “Jesus be cursed,” and no one can say, “Jesus is Lord,” except by the Holy Spirit.

4 There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 5 There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord. 6 There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.

7 Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good. 8 To one there is given through the Spirit a message of wisdom, to another a message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one Spirit, 10 to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.11 All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he distributes them to each one, just as he determines.

III.   To whom is Paul writing?

1.  The Church in Corinth
A. 1 Corinthians 12:1-3
Paul, called to be an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and our brother Sosthenes, (so-sten-ace)
2 To the church of God in Corinth, to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ—their Lord and ours:
3 Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
B. Sosthenes is an associate, friend, Christian brother of Paul.
a.  Some commentators believe he’s the same Sosthenes referenced in Acts 18 as a synagogue leader.
b.  But, Sosthenes was a common name and it’s hard to make that solid connect.
c.  It’s possible that Sosthenes was Paul’s scribe
C. To the church of God in Corinth
a.  And just in case there might be any confusion, Paul specifies
i.  “to those sanctified in Christ Jesus and called to be his holy people, together with all those everywhere who call on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ - their Lord and ours:”

2.  About Corinth
A.  The famous Greek city is about 40 miles (65 km) west of Athens
a.  Corinth was one of the great cities of the ancient world. 
b.  It was prosperous, busy, and growing
c.  Corinth had a rich ethnic mix, and it was a center for sports, government, military, and business.
B. The Corinthian people were also world known for… 
a.  Partying!
i.  They had a well deserved reputation for their reckless pursuit of pleasure.
ii.  They were famous for their drunkenness and loose sexual morals. 
b.  They even had a term for it: Korinthiazomai  (Corinth-e-a-zo-me-a) 
i.  This term was well known in the Roman Empire and it meant literally “to live like a Corinthian.” 
ii.  But everyone knew it really meant “to be sexually out of control.”
iii.  Or “to practice fornication”
iv.  It sounds like Burning Man
C. One bible commentator sums up his analysis of Corinth by writing:
a.  “All of this evidence together suggests that Paul’s Corinth was at once the New York, Los Angeles, and Las Vegas of the ancient world.” 
b.  Commentator Leon Morris describes Corinth as: 
i.  “Intellectually alert, materially prosperous, but morally corrupt.”

3.  Note the Contrasts
A. Of all places
a.  Another example of God’s Unusual Ways
B. The Corinthian church was certainly a light in darkness
a.  In Luke 11:33 Jesus said: 
i.  “No one lights a lamp and puts it in a place where it will be hidden, or under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, so that those who come in may see the light.”
b.  Light shines in darkness
i.  Light displaces darkness
· In today’s world, as in theirs, darkness desperately needs the light.
C. I wonder if there is a upside to the Corinthians’ reckless nature
a.  A willingness to risk
b.  To go outside the box
c.  To buck the status quo
d.  To explore and experiment
D. Following Jesus
a.  Think about it, “leaving all and following Jesus” wasn’t the safe, logical, or responsible thing to do.
b.  It was risky
c.  The 12 Disciples, the Apostles were a radical, risk taking bunch.
d.  I find this to be an admirable quality.
E. My father recently asked me who ministers to the minister
a.  I told him about my Tuesday morning group
b.  And two old friends
c.  Carmela O’Hare and Jim Driscoll
F. Conversation with Jim Driscoll about Tommy’s radical move to LA.
a.  How my zeal has been tempered by wisdom
i.  Jim prayed that some of my son’s zeal would return to me.
b.  The older I get the stronger the gravitational pull to safety.
i.  I don’t want to play it safe
c.  That gravitational pull needs to be continually resisted.
G. Lucy and Mr. Beaver
a.  In C. S. Lewis’ The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe
i.  Lucy asks Mr. Beaver is Aslan is safe
b.  I love his reply:
i.  “Safe? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good.”
H. When did following Jesus become safe and risk free?
a.  Maybe it’s was somewhere around the time we traded living supernatural lives the power of the Holy Spirit for an intellectual and academic faith.
b.  Maybe it’s when we traded in a Hebrew Mindset for a Greek Mindset.

4.  Hebrew Vs. Greek Mindsets
A. Hebrew: Relationships are ultimate
a.  Greek: Knowledge is ultimate

B. Hebrew:  Accepts that much cannot be understood
a.  Greek: Believes understanding is essential

C. Hebrew: Faith and trust are essential
a.  Greek: Proof, empirical evidence is essential

D. Hebrew: Belief is relational and personal
a.  Greek: Belief is intellectual and requires proof

E. Hebrew: focus is on the relationship with God as Abba
a.  Greek: Focus is on the attributes or characteristics of God

F. Hebrew: Appreciates mystery 
a.  Greek: Appreciates facts and knowledge only, with no tolerance for mystery

G. Hebrew: Believes in supernatural, unseen world
a.  Greek: Believes only in what can be experienced with the senses

H. Maybe you’ve seen this quote Facebook?
a.  “Christianity started in Palestine as a fellowship; it moved to Greece and became a philosophy; it moved to Italy and became an institution; it moved to Europe and became a culture; it came to America and became an enterprise
b.  I don’t know about you, but I DO NOT want to live an ordinary life.
i.  Don’t camp here; take the high risk options story.
K.  The People are Burning Man, like the Corinthians are vastly more open to the Spirit then most of the Christians I have ever met
a.  Fire Tunnel Story
b.  Could it be that some of brazen qualities helped foster the Corinthian Church?
L.  OK, back to Paul and this letter to the Corinthians


III.  Why is Paul writing this?

1.  Theme of 1 Corinthians is: 
A.  Living a Christian Lifestyle in a Pagan Society
a.  What does spiritual freedom mean to a new Christian? 
B.  Especially when everyone around you is caught up in immorality, and you're bombarded with constant temptation.
a.  The church in Corinth was struggling to sort out their new found faith while living in a city overtaken with corruption and idolatry.

2.  The Apostle Paul had planted the church in Corinth, 
A.  He spent 18 months there during his second missionary journey
a.  You can read about it in Acts 18
b.  This letter was written about 3 or 4 years later
B.  The letter falls into 2 parts: Correction and Instruction
a.  Chapters 1-6 Paul is correcting problems in the church
i.  Division 
ii.  Lawsuits between believers, 
iii.  Sexual sins, 
iv.  And overall spiritual immaturity 
b.  Chapters 7-15 Paul is Instructing the Church
i.  Marriage
ii.  The Resurrection
iii.  Questionable Practices, Like eating food sacrificed to idols
iv.  Public Worship
· Including chapter 12 on spiritual gifts
· And the necessity of exercising the gifts in love: ch. 13
C.  So, a few years after planting the church, 
a.  Paul is receiving questioning letters and reports of problems. 
b.  Paul writes this letter to confront, correct and instruct the Corinthians.
c.  With that overview, let’s focus in on Chapter 12 and Spiritual Gifts

4.  1 Corthians12:1 – Spiritual Gifts
A.  Now about the gifts of the Spirit, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be uninformed. (NIV)
a.  NASB: unaware
b.  KJV: ignorant
c.  Amp: misinformed
d.  Message: I want you to be informed and knowledgeable
e.  Strongs: agnoeō (og-da-na-o) meaning
i.  to be ignorant, not to know
ii.  not to understand, unknown
iii.  to err or sin through mistake, to be wrong

5.  In verse 4 Paul begins his instruction concerning Spiritual Gifts
A.  It’s important to note that:
a.  Spiritual Gifts are operating in the early church
b.  Notice, there’s no discussion IF the gifts are operating, 
i.  it’s commonly accepted
B.  Paul clarifies who is the source of these gifts? (verses 4-6)
a.  So there is no mistake or confusing concern the pagan gods in that culture Paul explains that:
b.  All the gifts are from the one and same God:
c.  There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit distributes them. 
d.  There are different kinds of service, but the same Lord.
e.  There are different kinds of working, but in all of them and in everyone it is the same God at work.
f.  In other words, a variety of gifts doesn’t mean a variety of gods.
C.  Paul goes on to explain why are these gifts given? (verse 7)
a.  Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good
i.  Not for bad, for good.
ii.  Not for the individual’s benefit, promotion or reputation
iii.  But the common good of the whole community, the whole church
b.  Paul expounds on this value throughout the rest of chapter 12 and into chapter 13
c.  Manifestation: interesting word
i.  John Wimber, The Dancing Hand of God
ii.  Mani = Hand
iii.  Fest = Festival, celebration or party
iv.  AMP: Spiritual Illumination
v.  Take note:
· Manifestation doesn’t mean God is suddenly more present, 
· He’s omnipresent
· He lives within us (Ephesians 3:17)
· He never leaves or forsake us (Hebrews 13:5)
· Always with us (Matthew 28:20)
· Rather His working is more apparent to us.
D.  God gives different gifts
a.  Verse 8-10 give a list of gifts
i.  Wisdom, knowledge, faith, healing, miraculous powers, prophecy, distinguishing between spirits, speaking in different kinds of tongues, the interpretation of tongues
b.  Verse 11
i.  God distributes them as he determines
ii.  It’s a God thing, he does as he sees fit
iii.  His ways are not our ways
iv.  He knows better
v.  It’s like the difference between me buying my own clothes or my wife or daughter shopping with me.
vi.  I use to take my daughter out and as we were getting ready to leave the house she’s look at me and so “oh no, Mom!”
E.  In verses 12-26 Paul drives home the point that the gifts function together in the church like the parts of a human body
a.  We need one another
b.  We’re dependant on one another
c.  Could an eye function without:
i.  An eye lid? 
ii.  Without tear ducts?
iii.  Without a neck?

6.  To Sum Up Paul’s Instructions Concerning Gifts of the Spirit
A.  He doesn’t want us ignorant concerning the Gifts
B.  The one true and same God is the only source of these Gifts
C.  There is diversity in the gifts by the same God
D.  They are given for the good of the community
E.  Given by God as he determines
F.  And they are interdependent on one another


IV.  What does this mean for us?

1.  If the gifts operated in the early church, it’s fair and it’s biblical to say that they ought to be operating here and now
A.  To that end we too ought not be ignorant concerning the gifts
B.  Interest in spiritual gifts was a factor in choosing me as your pastor

2.  In a group this size it’s safe to assume a variety of spiritual gifts
A.  There ought to be benefit (common good) to our church community as we utilize these God given spiritual gifts
3.  Here’s rub – how?
A.  How do we do it?
a.  How do we do “The Stuff” as John Wimber use to say?
B.  How do we do it here
a.  In this culture
b.  In CCC
c.  On PEI
C.  Three  Ways it’s Worked in my life
a.  Information: wise instruction
b.  Impartation: from those with more experience 
c.  Exploration: risk, at some point you’ve got to get out of the boat if you want to walk on water
D.  This series is a continuation of that process.
E.  Next week we’ll begin looking at the specific gifts listed in 1 Corinthians 12

V.  Let’s pray
1.  Come Holy Spirit
