The Powerless Place 7

Into
· Open bibles to Acts 17

· What began as a one-of message has evolved into a series of messages titled: “The Powerless Place”
· In TPP 1 we looked at 2 Corinthians 12:9 
·  “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
· In TPP 2 we examined the concept of the Dark Night of the Soul and Mark 14:35-36
· Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
· In TPP 3 we took a closer look at Jesus’ kind and merciful words from Matthew 11:28-30
· “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· In TPP 4 we look at David’s call and anointing to be King from 1 Samuel 16
· Specifically verse 7b where God says to the prophet Samuel:
· The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
· In TPP 5 we looked at the words of Jesus from John 12:24-25
· Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
· In TPP 6 we continued the series by looking at Psalm 23
· Specifically verse 4
· “Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.”
· And I reminded you that when were in the powerless place, we have a God who….
· Redeems and restores us
· One who lead us on a better path
· Who doesn’t abandon us but is with us in the valley of the shadow of death
· He even feeds us there…
· In the presence of our enemies
· He bestows upon us NOT guilt and shame but His goodness and mercy
· And if that’s not enough, HE pursues US with His goodness and unfailing love?
· We have a good, good Father indeed

· Today in TPP 7 we’ll talk a look at Paul’s words to the philosophers of Athens
· I am specifically interested in Acts 17:26
· But for the sake of continuity lets look at verses 24-28
· Read and Pray Acts 17:24-28

[bookmark: _Hlk491332918][bookmark: _Hlk491333053][bookmark: _Hlk491333169][bookmark: _Hlk491333227][bookmark: _Hlk491333291]24 “The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.25 And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else.26 From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands. 27 God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. 28 ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’

Context
· Acts of the Apostle is the account of the early church
· Chapters 1-8 cover
· Her birth at Pentecost
· And some early growing pains
· Religious and political opposition
· At the hands of the Pharisees and Chief Priests
· The martyrdom of Stephen 
· Followed quickly by persecution
· And a scattering of the church
· At chapter 9 the narrative shifts to the life of Paul
· By Chapter 17 Paul is on his second missionary journey
· And the chapter is basically offering some highlights from his visits to:
· Thessalonica, Berea and Athens
· In Athens
· Distressed by Athenian idolatry…
· Paul would meet in the synagogue and the marketplace to debate…
· With Jews, God-fearing Greeks and Gentile philosophers
· According to versed 21
· Philosophical debate was a popular activity in Athens
· “All the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there spent their time doing nothing but talking about and listening to the latest ideas.”
· By verses 22-23 Paul stands up to address the group gathered
· Let’s pick up Pau’s message to the Athenians at verse 24

Verse 24
“The God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by human hands.
· The Athenians worshiped many gods
· Verse 16 tells us that the city was filled with idols
· Verse 23 tells us that they even had an alter set up with the inscription: 
· “To an Unknown God” 
· Paul’s about to make the introduction
· THE God
· Creator of all
· Is Lord over all
· Heavens and Earth
· And by the way guys…
· He’s not residing in any of these manmade buildings or shrines
· And not only this…

Verse 25
And he is not served by human hands, as if he needed anything. Rather, he himself gives everyone life and breath and everything else.
· Paul is flipping the Athenian theology upside down
· The God and Creator of all has zero need of human service
· He’s not a taker
· He’s a giver

· Jesus himself said in Mark 10:45
· “…the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
· Jesus gives himself completely
· And he gives life and actual breath
· And, and, and…
· Everything else!
· NLT: he satisfies every need.
· NET Bible: everything to everyone

· Paul is telling the Athenians that Our God has no need
· Not of their temples to dwell
· Nor their sacrifices
· And then he continues to espouse the greatness of our all-sufficient, all-powerful God

Verse 26
[bookmark: _Hlk491389958][bookmark: _Hlk491338497]From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.
· Not only is our God THE God
· THE Creator of all
· And Lord over ALL the heavens and the earth
· He breathed humanity into existence 
· Genesis 2:7 Then the Lord God formed a man from the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living being.
· And from Adam, along with Eve God made all the nations of the Earth
· Why, that they should inhabit the glorious dwelling place he created for them
· And get this…
· [bookmark: _Hlk491339180]“…he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.”
· Wow! Do you get just how significant that is?
· God himself had determined, marked out, your WHEN and your WHERE.
· God himself set your specific time in human history
· He appointed your WHEN
· And, God himself marked the geographical boundary lines of where you would live in time and space
· A footnote for verse 26 from TPT states:
· The Aramaic adds an interesting nuance:
· “He commands the separation of the seasons and sets the lifespan of every human person.”


· Now get this
· The same God who loved you enough to perfectly set you in time and space…
· The same God who knows ALL the seasons of your life
· The same God who knows your where and when…
· Knows your what and your why and how as well!
· He knows why you were created
· He knows what passions surge through your Spirit
· And get this!!
· He absolutely knows HOW to get you there from here!
· If you are in the powerless place today
· If you are in the valley of the shadow of death
· Or the dark night of the soul
· Know this!
· God knows where you are
· He loves you extravagantly 
· And he knows the way out!
· For he has not only breathed life into you
· And saved you from your sins
· And filled you with his very own Spirit
· He marked out YOUR appointed time in history and the boundaries of YOUR lands.
· Be encouraged my friends
· God is so much better than you thought he was
· Why did God do all this?

Verse 27-28
God did this so that they would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from any one of us. ‘For in him we live and move and have our being.’ As some of your own poets have said, ‘We are his offspring.’
· Why? Why all of this?
· God did all of it for relationship with you
· So that you would seek Him, reach out for Him and find Him
· Not be His slave or servant 
· You weren’t created to serve God
· After all, he’s all powerful, he has no need of anything
· But He does have wants
· He wants you
· Friendship with you
· Why all this?
· So that maybe, just maybe you would desire him as much as he desires you
· You were created for deep, personal, intimate, experiential relationship with all powerful God if the Universe
· He has reached for us in Creation and the Incarnation as well as Pentecost
· And everyday since
· Even when we run from him
· All in the hope that we will reach back
· Because he is NOT far from us at all
· Never has been
· Never will be
· For we indeed are his sons and daughters
· 1 John 3:1a
· “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”

Application
· Why did I add acts 17:26 to this series on The Powerless Place?
· Because all too often, in the powerless place we feel lost
· We don’t know where we are
· And even if you do, we don’t know why
· It’s a horrible feeling
· Let me read this brief exchange between Mack and Jesus from the Shack
“Jesus?" he whispered as his voice choked "I feel so lost"
[bookmark: _Hlk491390065]A hand reached out and squeezed his, and didn't let go. "I know Mack. But it's not true. I am with you and I'm not lost. I'm sorry it feels that way, but hear me clearly. You are not lost.” 
· Acts 17:26 confirms it
· [bookmark: _GoBack]From one man he made all the nations, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he marked out their appointed times in history and the boundaries of their lands.
· My friends, I know that this resonates with at least some of you
· Let Jesus’ words to Mack comfort you today
· "I know Mack. But it's not true. I am with you and I'm not lost. I'm sorry it feels that way, but hear me clearly. You are not lost.” 


Let’s Pray
· Oh God, you who set in place our individual where and when
· Help us today with our what and why and how.
· On the path to our God-given destinies
· Oh God, some of us feel so lost
· Show us just How to get these from here

Ministry Time
· Are you in the powerless place?
· Do you, like Mack, feel lost?
· Are you at a loss concerning your own personal where, when, why and how?
· Do you need encouragement today?
· Do you have any need at all?
· Please come up for prayer at the final song
