The Gospel of John 8:31-32

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 8:31
· Last week I offered a “one of” message
· Basic Bible Study Tips
· Give a man a fish and eats for the day. 
· Teach a man to fish and he eats for a lifetime.
· Today we’re back in The Gospel of John, chapter 8
· We’ll be looking at verses 31-32.
· Read and Pray: John 8:31-32

31 To the Jews who had believed him, Jesus said, “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Context:
· Currently we find ourselves in the middle of an extended and escalating conflict between Jesus and the Pharisees
· One of many conflicts John records for us between Jesus and the religious rulers of his day
· This is a public setting
· They’re gathered in the Temple Courts
· Many people are gathered there
· Think of a farmers market type setting
· Lots of people, lots of activity
· Jesus is teaching publically
· A common activity for this setting
· And the Pharisees take issue with one of Jesus’ preaching points.
· In verse 12 Jesus makes the following announcement:
· “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”
· Verse 13 tells us that the Pharisees challenge him
· So put yourself in the setting
· Jesus is preaching
· His disciples are with him supporting him
· The Pharisees are there opposing him
· Many are observing
· Most have never seen anyone publically disagree with or oppose the Pharisees before
· This is an attention getter
· Pretty exciting I’d imagine
· Hey, look at this, check this guy out!
· As they watch Jesus’ actions and listen to his words some are swayed to Jesus’ side

· So we know that at this point in Jesus’ ministry he has won over some of the Jews
· No doubt adding to the Pharisees agitation
· Verse 31 clearly states that there were Jews present at this debate that had put their trust in Jesus.
· “To the Jews who had believed him…”
· The word “believed” once again meaning trust
· It is to those believing, trusting Jews that Jesus addresses his comments in verses 31 and 32
· “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples. 32 Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”

Verse 31
· “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples…”
· So we have a qualifying statement here
· An “if” – “then” situation
· If you do this then that will happen
· And it’s Jesus speaking
· Do you want to “really” be Jesus’ disciple?
· I want to really be his disciple!
· So then we’d better “hold” to his “teaching”
· This raises a few questions for me.
· What is his teaching?
· And what does it mean to hold it?

Translations John 8:31
· KJV: If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed
· AMP: If you abide in My word [hold fast to My teachings and live in accordance with them], you are truly My disciples.
· Message: “If you stick with this, living out what I tell you, you are my disciples for sure.
· The Passion Translation: “When you continue to embrace all that I teach, you prove that you are My true followers.”

· The Greek word used here for hold is “menō” (men-o)
· It means to remain or abide
· It means “not to depart”
· To abide is the opposite of camping
· Camping is temporary
· Abiding is permanent
· The Greek word used here for teaching is logos
· It means: A word uttered by a living voice
· It means: The sayings of God
· It’s the same Greek word used 3 times in John 1:1
· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.
· In the beginning was the Logos, and the Logos was with God, and the Logos was God.
· There is a Divine, supernatural consistency in Jesus.
· Jesus is THE Word
· Jesus is THE Logos
· Jesus is his teaching
· His words and his teaching is one with his nature and the nature of the Trinity
· How do you hold on top his teaching?
· You hold on to Him!

· So, In other words, when Jesus says in verses 31 that 
· “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my disciples…”
· Jesus is exhorting them to embrace with a tight, permanent grip, not just the information but Jesus himself.
· I like the words abide in the AMP and embrace in TPT
· They connote permanence and relationship
· Invite Nadine up for an embrace
· This is more than a list of rules like the former covenant
· It isn’t the latest religious fad growing in popularity
· It’s the relationship that God always wanted with humanity

Verse 32
· Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.
· I believe that verse 32 bears out my take on verse 31
· Two Key Words: Know and Truth
· First Word: Know = ginōskō
· Meaning to understand, perceive and feel 
· Ginosko is Jewish idiom for sexual intimacy
· Ginosko is an experiential knowledge
· In this case it’s referring an intimate knowledge of The Truth
· Second Word: Truth = alētheia (a-lay-they-a)
· Meaning: truly, in truth, according to truth
· of a truth, in reality, in fact, certainly
· what is true in things appertaining to God and the duties of man, moral and religious truth
· But a better definition of alētheia (a-lay-they-a) can be found elsewhere

· Later on in this Gospel Jesus clarifies specifically what he means when he says “truth”
· It’s not some cosmic consciousness
· It’s not some enlightened philosophy 
· It’s more than a hightened cultural sensitivity
· It’s vastly more than a list of do’s and don’t
· The truth Jesus refers to his a person, it’s himself
· In John 14:6 Jesus states plainly to his disciples what this truth is
· “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.
· The truth Jesus speaks of is himself
· The very same word used for truth in John 8:32 is the word for truth used in John 14:4
· Just like Logos is used both in John 1:1 and John 8:31
· Alētheia (a-lay-they-a) for truth is used in John 14:6 and John 8:32
· Jesus is the Word we embrace 
· And Jesus is the Truth that sets us free.
· It’s all about relationship
· It’s all about relationship with Jesus, with the Trinity

A Word about Freedom
· In Luke 4:18-19 Jesus declares his mission statement said that
· “The Spirit of the Lord is on me,
    because he has anointed me
    to proclaim good news to the poor.
He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners
    and recovery of sight for the blind,
to set the oppressed free,
19     to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 
· Jesus was anointed to speak good news
· And sent to set captives free
· Paul echoes these statements in Galatians 5:1
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
· Here in John 8:32 Jesus says
· “…you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.”
· Questions…
· Free from what?
· Free for What?
· Well the short answer is freedom from sin and death
· But it is more than that
· What’s context here?
· To whom is Jesus speaking?
· He’s speaking to a Jewish audience
· Jesus is offer them freedom from the law
· Freedom from the Hebraic religious system of rule and regulations
· Freedom from a legalistic interaction with their God
· Freedom from a contractual business association with the Father
· Where every i needs to be dotted and every t needs to be crossed
· Read trough Romans 8 when you have a chance
· And He’s offering something far superior in its place
· Relationship full and free
· Jesus is not only offering freedom FROM sin, death and the law.
· He’s offering freedom FOR intimate fellowship with God
· He’s offering ginosko knowledge
· He’s offering himself as the freedom setting truth
· I’m concerned that the church in North America has exchanged one system of law for another
· We’ve traded in the Hebraic Law for Evangelical Christianity
· With all its own rules, regulations, do’s and don’ts
· Jesus didn’t come to exchange one set of rules for another
· He came for you!
· As you sit here today
· Do you want to be free?
· Do you want to live free, truly free?
· Do you want the freedom Jesus spoke of?
· Me too
· I’m not willing to settle for anything else than the full freedom Christ won for us. 
· This I know…
· Intimately knowing Jesus is liberating
· And the fruit of experiencing Jesus is freedom.
· It’s one of the reasons Jesus sent the Holy Spirit
· John 14:16-17 (The Voice)
· 16 I will ask the Father to send you another Helper, the Spirit of truth, who will remain constantly with you. 17 The world does not recognize the Spirit of truth, because it does not know the Spirit and is unable to receive Him. But you do know the Spirit because He lives with you, and He will dwell in you.
· Let’s stand and pray!
· Lord give us the Helper you promised
· Give us the Spirit of Truth
· Holy Spirit come and live with us
· Dwell inside of us
· Remain constantly with us!
· Lord, I pray that we would intimately know you THE Truth and that the fruit of that knowing would be freedom!



