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Jesus gave us a mission and a model.

I. Initiate interactions with others. (v. 35a)

“Come, follow me,” Jesus said, “and I will send you out to fish for people.” (Matthew 4:19)

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you! As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” (John
20:21)

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything | have commanded you.
And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:19-20)

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or
enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. (Matthew 10:5-6)

After this the Lord appointed seventy-two others and sent them two by two ahead of him to
every town and place where he was about to go. (Luke 10:1)

“I am sending you out like sheep among wolves. Therefore be as shrewd as snakes and as
innocent as doves. (Matthew 10:16)

I1.  Inorder to communicate the Gospel. (v. 35b)

As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.” (Matthew 10:7)

Day after day, in the temple courts and from house to house, they never stopped teaching and
proclaiming the good news that Jesus is the Messiah. (Acts 5:42)

We are Christ’s ambassadors. God is using us to speak to you: we beg you, as though Christ
himself were here pleading with you, receive the love he offers you—be reconciled to God. (2
Corinthians 5:20 TLB)

| wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral people— not at all meaning
the people of this world who are immoral, or the greedy and swindlers, or idolaters. In that case
you would have to leave this world. (1 Corinthians 5:9-10)

| do not want you to be unaware, brothers and sisters, that I planned many times to come to you
(but have been prevented from doing so until now) in order that I might have a harvest among
you, just as | have had among the other Gentiles.



| am obligated both to Greeks and non-Greeks, both to the wise and the foolish. That is why |
am so eager to preach the gospel also to you who are in Rome.

For | am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile. For in the gospel the righteousness
of God is revealed—a righteousness that is by faith from first to last, just as it is written: “The
righteous will live by faith.” (Romans 1:13-17)

Now | want you to know, brothers and sisters, that what has happened to me has actually served
to advance the gospel. As a result, it has become clear throughout the whole palace guard and to
everyone else that | am in chains for Christ. And because of my chains, most of the brothers and
sisters have become confident in the Lord and dare all the more to proclaim the gospel without
fear. (Philippians 1:12-14)

But thanks be to God, who always leads us as captives in Christ’s triumphal procession and
uses us to spread the aroma of the knowledge of him everywhere. For we are to God the
pleasing aroma of Christ among those who are being saved and those who are perishing. To the
one we are an aroma that brings death; to the other, an aroma that brings life. And who is equal
to such a task? Unlike so many, we do not peddle the word of God for profit. On the contrary,
in Christ we speak before God with sincerity, as those sent from God. (2 Corinthians 2:14-17)

[11.  Be alert for their infirmities. (v. 35c)

Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you
have received; freely give. (Matthew 10:8)

Praise the LorRD, my soul,
and forget not all his benefits—
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases,
who redeems your life from the pit
and crowns you with love and compassion,
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like the eagle’s. (Psalms 103:2-5)

When the men came to Jesus, they said, “John the Baptist sent us to you to ask, ‘Are you the
one who is to come, or should we expect someone else?’”

At that very time Jesus cured many who had diseases, sicknesses and evil spirits, and gave sight
to many who were blind. So he replied to the messengers, “Go back and report to John what
you have seen and heard: The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are
cleansed, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. (Luke
7:20-22)



Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God
of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble
with the comfort we ourselves receive from God. (2 Corinthians 1:3-4)

IV. Cultivate Christ’s compassion for the lost. (v. 36)

And he passed in front of Moses, proclaiming, “The LORD, the LORD, the compassionate and
gracious God, slow to anger, abounding in love and faithfulness, maintaining love to thousands,
and forgiving wickedness, rebellion and sin. Yet he does not leave the guilty unpunished; he
punishes the children and their children for the sin of the parents to the third and fourth
generation.” (Exodus 34:6-7)

This is how we know what love is: Jesus Christ laid down his life for us. And we ought to lay
down our lives for our brothers and sisters. (1 John 3:16)

Because we loved you so much, we were delighted to share with you not only the gospel of God
but our lives as well. (1 Thessalonians 5:8)

Whatever town or village you enter, search there for some worthy person and stay at their house
until you leave. As you enter the home, give it your greeting. If the home is deserving, let your
peace rest on it; if it is not, let your peace return to you. If anyone will not welcome you or
listen to your words, leave that home or town and shake the dust off your feet. (Matthew 10:11-
14)

But when you enter a town and are not welcomed, go into its streets and say, ‘Even the dust of
your town we wipe from our feet as a warning to you. Yet be sure of this: The kingdom of God
has come near.” (Luke 10:10-11)

The farmer sows the word. Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sown.
As soon as they hear it, Satan comes and takes away the word that was sown in them. Others,
like seed sown on rocky places, hear the word and at once receive it with joy. But since they
have no root, they last only a short time. When trouble or persecution comes because of the
word, they quickly fall away. Still others, like seed sown among thorns, hear the word; but the
worries of this life, the deceitfulness of wealth and the desires for other things come in and
choke the word, making it unfruitful. Others, like seed sown on good soil, hear the word, accept
it, and produce a crop—some thirty, some sixty, some a hundred times what was sown.” (Mark
4:14-20)

When Silas and Timothy came from Macedonia, Paul devoted himself exclusively to preaching,
testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Messiah. But when they opposed Paul and became
abusive, he shook out his clothes in protest and said to them, “Your blood be on your own
heads! I am innocent of it. From now on I will go to the Gentiles.”

Then Paul left the synagogue and went next door to the house of Titius Justus, a worshiper of
God. Crispus, the synagogue leader, and his entire household believed in the Lord; and many of
the Corinthians who heard Paul believed and were baptized. (Acts 18:5-8)



V. Hauve faith that there is a harvest of which you can be a part. (v. 37)

Don’t you have a saying, ‘It’s still four months until harvest’? I tell you, open your eyes and
look at the fields! They are ripe for harvest. Even now the one who reaps draws a wage and
harvests a crop for eternal life, so that the sower and the reaper may be glad together. (John
4:35-36)

On my account you will be brought before governors and kings as witnesses to them and to the
Gentiles. But when they arrest you, do not worry about what to say or how to say it. At that
time you will be given what to say, for it will not be you speaking, but the Spirit of your Father
speaking through you. (Matthew 10:18-20)

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses
in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8)

This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
(John 15:8)

In the same way, the gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it

has been doing among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace.
(Colossians 1:6)

VI. Pray purposefully. (v. 38)

a. Specific people (oikos: household)

Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had
followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We
have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). And he brought him to Jesus. (John 1:40-42)

The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”

Philip, like Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told
him, “We have found the one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also
wrote—1Jesus of Nazareth, the son of Joseph.” (John 1:43-45)

The jailer called for lights, rushed in and fell trembling before Paul and Silas. He then brought
them out and asked, “Sirs, what must I do to be saved?”

They replied, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be saved—you and your household.”
Then they spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all the others in his house. At that hour of
the night the jailer took them and washed their wounds; then immediately he and all his
household were baptized. The jailer brought them into his house and set a meal before them; he
was filled with joy because he had come to believe in God—he and his whole household. (Acts
16:29-34)



b. Personal opportunities

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send? And who will go for us?” And |
said, “Here am I. Send me!” (Isaiah 6:8)

Pray also for me, that whenever | speak, words may be given me so that | will fearlessly make
known the mystery of the gospel, for which | am an ambassador in chains. Pray that | may
declare it fearlessly, as | should. (Ephesians 6:19-20)



