The Gospel of John 6:22-29

· Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 6
· Working our way through John’s Gospel
· Read and Pray:

22 The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with his disciples, but that they had gone away alone. 23 Then some boats from Tiberias landed near the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks. 24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.

25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”

26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.”

28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?”

29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”

So far in chapter 6…
· Jesus multiplied a boys lunch to feed the multitudes
· He walked on water to meet up with his disciples
· And then transported them and their boat to the other side of the lake
· It’s the next morning and the people are looking for Jesus
· They discover that Jesus is on the other side of the lake
· And they go to find him

· The people are hungry
· Not for God but for food
· They aren’t looking for God but for what he can do for them
· They want another free meal
· Let’s pick up the conversation at verse 25

Verses 25-26
· 25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”  26 Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, you are looking for me, not because you saw the signs I performed but because you ate the loaves and had your fill. 

· They asked Jesus why He came, but Jesus didn't answer that question. 
· Instead, He tells them why THEY came
· Because they wanted more, (as David Guzik says) "wonder bread" from Jesus.

· Sure they admired Jesus 
· But only because He gave them what they wanted 
· They were not moved by full hearts
· But by full stomachs.

Verse 27
· 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. For on him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.”

· Once again Jesus is contrasting the natural and the spiritual

· We’ve watched Jesus do this repeatedly throughout the Gospel of John
· His conversation with Nathanael in John 1
· Nathanael’s question of how Jesus “knew” him
· His confrontation with the money changers in John 2
· Destroy this temple and I’ll raise in three days
· His dialogue with Nicodemus in John 3
· You must be born again
· The Samaritan Women and his disciple in John 4
· Spring water or living water
· The disciple were concerned about lunch when Jesus was talking about revival among the Samaritans
· His argument with the Jewish leaders in John 5
· Over healing a lame man on the Sabbath
· Earlier in John 6 with his disciples
· Concerning how they would feed the multitude  
· And here again in John 6
· This time with the hungry crowd

· The Gospel of John is a rich, deep well of spiritual truth
· There is so much for us to glean from it
· We’ve but scratched the surface
· One over arching truth is the contrast between the natural and the supernatural
· Between the physical realm and the spiritual realm
· Which is the more real reality?
· The physical realm or the spiritual realm
· What is the limited physical realm when compared to the eternal spiritual realm?
· It offends our empirical evidenced driven western world view mindset
· But – in my humble opinion – the spiritual is the more real of the two
· It’s clearly the more important to Jesus
· At least from the evidence we’ve examined so far in John’s Gospel

· In verse 27 Jesus tells the people to change their focus
· 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life
· He challenges them to shift their focus from lunch to eternity
· It reminds me of the verse I used to close last week’s message
· Colossians 3:1-3
· Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God.
· Twice St. Paul exhorts us to set on minds on things above

· Jesus made the same point this way in Matthew 6:19-20
· 19 “Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and vermin destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. 20 But store up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.
· And after exhorting us not to worry about our lives, what we will eat or wear Jesus says in verse 33 of Matthew 6
· But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.
· John Paul Jackson says:
· What you focus on you make room for and what you fear, you empower.
· Jesus is challenging the crowd’s focus
· They want their next meal
· But Jesus is offering so much more

· Just to be clear
· When Jesus tells to crowd NOT to work for food that spoils but for food that endures eternally
· He’s not telling them to quit their jobs and sit in a circle singing kumbaya all day long
· He’s challenging their focus
· He’s speaking to priorities
· Jesus communicated this truth another way in Mark 12:30-31
· 30 Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ 31 The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

· People, we need to return to our first love
· I sense a clarion call in this hour to put first things first
· To put the first commandment first
· To put our spiritual priorities in order
· I believe he makes this call clear in verses 28-29

Verses 28-29
· 28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”

· Jesus answers their second question: 
· The first being “Rabbi, when did you get here?”
· The second:
· “What must we do to do the works God requires?”

· Their question reveals their hearts
· God just tell me what to do
· If you’d just tell me what to do, I’d do it and all would be fine.
· I’ll just follow the rules and everything will be OK
· Give me the magic formula God
· The problem is that humanity has been there and done that
· Remember the 10 commandments
· The rules, the formula or The Law will not get us when we need to go
· They will not get us to the place Jesus is taking us
· Too much of the church lives in an old covenant mindset
· Behave right, believe right, then you can belong
· It’s the whole: “God is good, you’re bad, try harder” mantra
· Jesus did things quite differently
· First the disciples belonged
· Believing right was a process of developing trust in the context of friendship
· Behaving right was the fruit of that friendship
· (say that again)

· Those who questioned Jesus seemed sure that if only Jesus told them what to do, they could please God by their works for God. 
· For these people, as with many people today…
· They think salvation is found in the right formula of performing good works that will please God.
· Jesus’ answer to their question changes everything
· It’s a profound paradigm shift for these hungry Hebrews
· It’s a profound paradigm shift for many in the church to this day!

Verse 29
· “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
· What is it that Jesus the “Son of Man” would give them
· The Son that the Father has put his seal of approval on?
· His mark of ownership, His guarantee?
· It’s Trust!
· First and foremost Jesus commands us not to do, but to trust. 
· Yet again the Greek root word here in verse 29 for believe is “pistis”
· Meaning trust
· It’s a relational term
· The people want to know what they need to do and Jesus’ answer is simply this:
· Trust me

· Your spiritual journey is exciting and wonderful and dynamic for many and varied reasons
· Chief among them is the cultivation of trust between you and God
· It was trust that was violated in the Garden of Eden
· And it’s trust that Jesus came to restore in the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection.
· Jesus has been communicating this to us throughout John’s Gospel
· And he states it plainly here in verse 29
· Trust me.

What is Trust?
· Merriam - Webster’s Dictionary defines trust as:
· a: assured reliance on the character, ability, strength, or truth of someone or something
· b: one in which confidence is placed
· c: dependence on something future or contingent :  hope
· Biblically – this assurance, confidence and hope is applied to our God 
· God The Father, God The Son and God The Holy Spirit

How is Trust in God Cultivated?
· William Young, author of The Shack says that:
· “Trust is the fruit of a relationship in which you know you are loved.”
· He goes on to say that “If we do not know that God loves us, we’ll never trust him.”
· I couldn’t agree more
· And sadly, most people, even Christians, are not sure that God actually loves them.
· That’s why one of the passions of my life is to tell people good news about the Father’s great and lavish love for them!

· How do we acquire the knowledge of that love?
· Proverbs 3:5-6
· “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
· Hebrew for Trust is Batach
· It means to have confidence, to feel safe and to make secure
· That sounds like a pretty good definition
· Hebrew for Acknowledge is Yada
· It means an intimate, experiential, personal knowing
· Yada is a Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse
· Adam knew (yada) eve and they had a son
· That’s a very personal knowing
· I believe that the way to Batach is Yada
· The way to trust is relationship
· The pathway to trust is knowing God in an intimate friendship

· When in verse 29 Jesus said 
· “Believe in the one he has sent” 
· He wasn’t looking for the assimilation of information but the cultivation of friendship.
· He’s saying Trust Me.
· Wayne Jacobsen explains this well in his wonderful book: “He Loves Me”
·  “When Jesus asked people to ‘repent and believe’ the gospel, he was not asking them to be sorry for their sins and embrace an orthodox theology. He was asking them to forfeit their own agenda and embrace his. That’s the invitation to the kingdom. It is not whether we want to go to heaven or hell, but whether we want to trust God or continue trusting ourselves.”

· Somehow the academics and the intellectual have lead us astray
· They’ve substituted a trusted friendship for belief in religious doctrine 
· These religious professional have majored in God’s book and missed God 
· Just like the Pharisees of Jesus’ day
· And as a result have painted a very poor picture of God for us
· Their fruit is that we now see God as the Angry Judge not as The Loving Father that he is.
· We need to see him as he is
· We need a better, more accurate picture of God the Father
· And Jesus IS that picture
· In John 14 Jesus told his disciples that “when you see me, you’ve seen the Father.”
· If our picture of God the Father looks different than our picture of Jesus, our picture of the Father needs to change
· Look at Jesus
· Look at how he interacted with people
· Look at his relationships
· Who he hung out with
· And the way he loved
· Jesus is the perfect representation of the Father.
· Together they are perfectly one with the Holy Spirit
· The same Spirit that dwells in our hearts

Friendship with God has been a life long journey for me
· Not a straight line
· More like a rollercoaster
· Through mountain tops and valleys of the shadow of death
· I’ve discovered that my life in God is not static but fluid
· No matter how high the mountain or low the valley
· It’s temporary, not permanent
· It’s just the next chapter, the book that is the story of my life isn’t finished yet.
· Let me tell you a story from one of those chapters

Texas 2008
· Seven plus years of extremely fruitful ministry in Kennewick, WA
· Favor with God and man
· Prophetic conferences with every big name
· Personal relationship with God blossoming
· Extremely creative and dynamic church family
· Wonderful outreach experiences in our community
· Great freedom – Fiery Passion for God – just amazing!
· Nadine and I love each other
· Both kids are moving toward their destinies
· Professionally, traveling 6 months out of 12
· Board of directors of JPJ’s ABC
· Lots of dreams, visions and prophetic words about promotion coming
· Life is good on every front
· July 18, 2008: Call from John Paul Jackson inviting me on staff as Director of Ministry Operations
· Overseeing 30 churches and 7 international training centers for ISD
· In the Spirit we’d seen this coming for a long time
· We pray, God says yes
· JPJ’s only qualifier was don’t come down until your house sells
· In a down economy out house sell fast – cash offer within $5000 of our asking price, expedited sale and closing
· On October 6, 2008 we signed the papers and hit the road for Texas from the bank.
· Arriving a few days later on October 11
· By every measure we’re on a new and exciting adventure
· Then 2 months later on December 11, 2008 I’m diagnosed with cancer for the second time.
· Our world was rocked… again!
· Devastated with this diagnoses
· Even though I was told it would come back, I never thought it would
· I’m devastated and confused
· Why Lord, why?
· Why the expedited sale of our house?
· With even the smallest bit of red tape I would have diagnosed in WA and never would have moved to Texas
· We had a church full of loving supportive friends
· We had doctors I trusted
· We had a beautiful home
· Our daughter lived near by
· In Texas
· We knew just a small handful of extremely busy people
· We were in a small second floor apartment 
· With 16 grueling steps
· Nadine was my only caretaker and it was overwhelming for her emotional and physically
· Except for treatment days Nadine would drive me to work at 8:00 AM ad pick me up at 5:00.
· I’d pour myself into the passenger seat exhausted
· Climb those 16 steps fall into bed and do it all over again the next day
· Side effects were brutal the second time around
· Couldn’t eat, couldn’t sleep, bone pain
· I was beaten down physically, distraught emotionally and shaken spiritually
· In a matter of weeks I went from the top of the mountain to the depth of the valley of the shadow of death
· For me things came to a head one extremely difficult night
· I hadn’t eaten or slept much for days
· I was in a lot of pain and at the end of my rope emotionally
· I was crying out to God asking him to take my life
· I had visited heaven, I love it there and I knew it was so much better than this.
· Facebook
· Exhausted and alone in the middle of the night I did what anyone would do… I got on facebook.
· Someone posted the Kim Walker / Jesus Culture video:
· “How He Loves Us.”
· Powerful and timely lyrics:
· "When all of a sudden, I am unaware of these
Afflictions eclipsed by glory
And I realize just how beautiful You are
And how great your affections are for me."
· Worship has a way of wiggling past all my defenses and touching the deepest places of my heart.
· This powerful reminder of God’s lavish and extravagant love pulled back from the brink
· I cried and cried and cried.
· I wasn’t miraculously healed that night but I did receive a glimmer of hope
· We still had months of treatment ahead of us
· Tons of unanswered questions
· And an uncertain future
· We still had many ups and downs to come
· But we learned a few new things and we’re reminded of some old lessons
· We were reminded to:
· Enjoy the good days
· Endure the bad days
· And no matter what keep going forward
· We were reminded again that:
· God is Good
· God loves us
· And that cancer doesn’t change those facts
· We learned that:
· We hadn’t reached the end of our story
· This was just one chapter of a great adventure
· More had yet to be written
· Hey, we hadn’t gotten to PEI yet!
· This chapter was still to be written
· We learned a lot about Trust
· That trusting God isn’t for the good times
· We don’t need it when things are good
· Trusting God is for the hard times
· Trusting God isn’t for times of understating
· It’s for those times when I DON”T understand
· Did God give me cancer so I could learn these lessons?
· Absolutely not
· No loving father would even give the son they love cancer
· In the midst of the hardest days of our lives he reminded us of his love and his constant presence
· And showed us the way forward.
· Please know this
· My passion for relationship with God
· My passion for knowing his Great and lavish love
· My passion to cultivate trust in my walk and your
· Does not come from some lofty, painless, ivory tower
· Yes, I been on mountain tops
· But I’ve also been in deep dark valleys
· I’ve learned that God is trustworthy from either palce

So What’s our Monday Morning Takeaway?
· Trust God
· He’s worthy of your trust
· In my darkest days he has proven himself trustworthy
· You’re still in the middle of your story
· No matter how bad things look today
· New chapters are yet to be written
· And a running plotline in your life story is found in John 6:28-29
· 28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.”
· Trust Jesus my friends, trust him.
· You’re on a journey of discovery
· Discovery of his great and lavish love for you
· Discovery of God’s rich mercy
· Discovery of a relationship of trust between you and The Creator of the Universe
· Let’s Pray
· Oh God remind us of your goodness and love
· Take us from not trusting you to trusting you
· Write the next chapter in our lives
· Amen


