Grace 7

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 3:1-5
· Today is my 7th and final message on Grace
· So far we have see that
· It is by grace that we have been saved through faith – Ephesians 2:8-9
· Where sin abounds, grace super abounds – Romans 5:20
· We are no longer under law; but under grace – Romans 6:14
· We have different gifts, according to the grace given to each of us – Romans 12:6
· God’s grace is sufficient for us, for his power is made perfect in weakness – 2 Corinthians 12:9
· The Throne of God is a Throne of Grace
· 16 Let us then approach God’s throne of grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help us in our time of need. – Hebrews 4:16
· This morning we’re going to take a look at Grace and The Galatians in Galatians 3
· Read and pray: Galatians 3:1-6
· 3 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain - if it really was in vain? 5 So again I ask, does God give you his Spirit and work miracles among you by the works of the law, or by your believing what you heard
· Bold blunt language
· The type freely shared between close friends
· Tom Schultz touched on these verses last week.
· I thought they would serve us well and a conclusion to this series on the topic of Grace.

Three Questions:
· Who is Paul writing to?
· Why is he writing to them?
· What does it mean for the Charlottetown Vineyard in 2015?

First Question:
· Who is Paul writing to?
· Paul is writing to the churches in Galatia
· Ancient Galatia was an area of Asia Minor
· In the highlands of central Anatolia (Ann-a-toe-lee-a) in modern Turkey. 
· The region is bounded by:
· The Black Sea to the north
· The Mediterranean Sea to the south
· And the Aegean Sea to the west
· Galatia was named for the immigrants of Gaul from Thrace
· Who had settled in the region and became its ruling caste in the 3rd century BC
· Paul founded the churches in Galatia during his first missionary journey
· You can read about it in Acts chapters 13 and 14
· The Book of Galatians is like a rough-hewn Romans
· The argument for justification by faith in Romans is carefully developed and calmly logical
· Where Galatians is an emotionally charged response to a challenge that Paul felt very deeply.
· And the issue is grace vs law

Second Question:
· Why is he writing to them?
· The Galatians struggled with a basic question: 
· How are we made right before God?  
· What is our standing before Him?  
· Because of some bad teaching, they answered those questions wrong.  
· They thought, "We are made right before God based on what Jesus did for us, plus what we do for Him under the Law of Moses."  
· In correcting this, Paul first wrote about his own experiences: 
· First, when he came to Jesus by faith alone, not faith plus being under the law.  
· Then he wrote about his experience of confronting the apostle Peter when he slipped up under this same error.  
· And now, as he deals with the Galatians 
· You see - Paul came preaching the Gospel of Grace
· Later on others came to Galatia with a message of “grace plus”
· Grace plus works
· Grace plus law
· Grace plus performance and human effort
· The premise being:
· Grace was enough to get you in the Kingdom but not enough to keep you there
· After Paul left Galatia some Jewish Christians arrived. 
· They accused Paul of omitting crucial parts of the gospel
· Namely, the need to submit to Jewish law and customs 
· Such as circumcision
· In order to be truly Christian 
· This very issue was clearly address at the Jerusalem Council in Acts 15:1-11
· Certain people came down from Judea to Antioch and were teaching the believers: “Unless you are circumcised, according to the custom taught by Moses, you cannot be saved.” 2 This brought Paul and Barnabas into sharp dispute and debate with them. So Paul and Barnabas were appointed, along with some other believers, to go up to Jerusalem to see the apostles and elders about this question. 3 The church sent them on their way, and as they traveled through Phoenicia and Samaria, they told how the Gentiles had been converted. This news made all the believers very glad. 4 When they came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them. 5 Then some of the believers who belonged to the party of the Pharisees stood up and said, “The Gentiles must be circumcised and required to keep the law of Moses.” 6 The apostles and elders met to consider this question. 7 After much discussion, Peter got up and addressed them: “Brothers, you know that some time ago God made a choice among you that the Gentiles might hear from my lips the message of the gospel and believe. 8 God, who knows the heart, showed that he accepted them by giving the Holy Spirit to them, just as he did to us. 9 He did not discriminate between us and them, for he purified their hearts by faith. 10 Now then, why do you try to test God by putting on the necks of Gentiles a yoke that neither we nor our ancestors have been able to bear? 11 No! We believe it is through the grace of our Lord Jesus that we are saved, just as they are.”
· Although Paul was willing to accommodate some Jewish sensitivities 
· For example: Act 16:1-5 tells us how he circumcised Timothy because of the Jews
· Even though, he vehemently opposed this as a requirement. 
· You can see his passion in Chapter 3 verse 1
· You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? 
· Phillips translates the phase this way:
· O you dear idiots of Galatia
· This letter is a ringing declaration that salvation is God's free gift
· And a hard-hitting rejection of any hint that it must - or can - somehow be earned.
· Paul passionately opposes the “Grace Plus” message that the Jewish believers were pushing
· Paul's passion for Christ and the gospel are evident in his anger and surprise at the Galatians' acceptance of these false teachers 
· We see this passion throughout his letter to the Galatians…
· Galatians 1:6-9
· 6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel - 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
· Today’s verses in Galatians 3:1
· 3 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 
· Bewitched
· Bewitched has the idea that the Galatians are under some type of spell.  
· I don’t believe Paul means this literally, 
· But rather that their thinking is so clouded - and so unbiblical - that it seems that some kind of spell has been cast over them.
· And in Galatians 5:7-12
· 7 You were running a good race. Who cut in on you to keep you from obeying the truth? 8 That kind of persuasion does not come from the one who calls you. 9 “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 10 I am confident in the Lord that you will take no other view. The one who is throwing you into confusion, whoever that may be, will have to pay the penalty. 11 Brothers and sisters, if I am still preaching circumcision, why am I still being persecuted? In that case the offense of the cross has been abolished. 12 As for those agitators, I wish they would go the whole way and emasculate themselves!
· Verse 12 is a polite interpretation indeed
· First Question:
· Who is Paul writing to? 
· The Galatians
· Second Question:
· Why is Paul Writing to them?
· To refute the “grace plus” deception

Third Question:
· What does it mean for the Charlottetown Vineyard in 2015?
· From the very beginning the gospel of grace has been under assault
· It was a battle in the first century church 
· And it remains a battle to this very day!
· How easily the church has been “bewitched” throughout the ages concerning the message of grace
· In the first century a group of believers wanted to add the law to grace
· They wanted to add Hebrews laws and traditions to the message of the gospel
· The issue specifically addressed here is the Jewish custom of circumcision
· People have been adding customs and traditions ever since.
· The battle over grace has continued throughout church history
· Be it the Pharisees battling Jesus throughout the gospels
· Or the Apostles addressing this issue at the Council of Jerusalem
· Or Paul combating the Jews in Galatia
· Or Catholic abuses that birthed the Reformation in the 1500’s
· Or the reformation that gave birth to 41,000 denominations in the past 500 years
· To the Pentecostals that demanded to the speaking in tongues
· To current day Evangelicals who passionately argue against the message of grace
· They actually argue AGAINST grace, astonishing!
· They call it:
· Sloppy agape or cheap grace or hyper grace
· And of course they have their own list of “grace plus” religious rules and regulations to determine what it means to be a Christian or a “church member in good standing”?
· Tithing
· Attendance
· Service
· Bible Reading
· Memorizing Scripture
· And so on and so on and so on…
· None of them bad things
· But not a one required for salvation
· A side note: Why Membership?
· What is the purpose of church membership?
· To control who can and who cannot vote
· Who determines if a member is or isn’t in good standing? 
· If there’s no vote, there’s no need for membership
· It’s not spiritual, it’s political, it’s all about control
· People always have the right to vote
· They can vote with their feet
· Or their wallet
· The grace plus message is always about control
· To control who is in and who is out
· To manipulate people to do what you want them to do
· Usually to: 
· Build your church
· Establish your vision
· Grow your organization
· People listen to me:
· You are not the building blocks to my kingdom
· You don’t live to serve my vision
· You are sons and daughter of the King of Kings
· To be treated with dignity, honor and respect
· If you serve anyone, you serve Christ alone!
· And THAT service is always done in love and motivated by freedom!
· Paul communicates this truth clearly to the Galatians in chapter 5 verse 1
· “It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
· What is this “yoke of slavery”?
· It is the religious rules, regulations and traditions of men.
· It’s the plus in the “grace plus” message
· What if?
· What if we as a people were fully free motivated only by our love for God and our love for one another
· What if we could experience Christianity (Life in Christ) without guilt, shame, coercion or manipulation?
· What if we could experience church without guilt, shame, coercion or manipulation?
· Isn’t that what church ought to be?
· What if it really is just grace alone and not grace plus?
· What if grace really is that amazing and all that was required of me was to trust it…to trust God?
· I think it really is that amazing
· I think our God really is that amazing
· I passionately defend the message of grace
· I do it for me
· But I mostly do it for you

Monday Morning Take Away
· Where are you today concerning the grace of God?
· Do you feel coerced or manipulated in your faith journey?
· Are guilt and shame your constant traveling companions?
· Do you feel free?
· Or does your experience of church feel more like a yoke of slavery?
· With an endless list impossible to meet demands and expectations?
· Do you live under the fear?
· Fear of losing this gift of grace or God’s great love for you?
· I have good news for you today
· God’s grace is an absolutely 100% free gift
· A gift he will never take back
· Romans 11:29 NASB tells us: 
· “for the gifts and the calling of God are irrevocable”
· The Message states it this way:
· “God’s gifts and God’s call are under full warranty - never canceled, never rescinded.”
· His Grace is free and his love is unconditional
· Romans 8:1-2 Paul tells us:
· Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, 2because through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life set me free from the law of sin and death.
· And in verses 38-39 he boldly proclaim:
· For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
· This is good news for all of us
· This is very good news for you today.
· If you’re struggling with this message of grace, if you need prayer concerning this truth, please stand and let’s pray together today.
