Additional Insights for 2012

· Intro
· Open Bibles to Romans 12:1-2
· Last Week:
· I reviewed the insights I had for 2011
· And shared some insights I had for 2012
· Today I want to share some Additional Insights for 2012
· Read & Pray Romans 12:1-2
·  1 Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship. 2 Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
· I’ll come back to this…

· Quick Review: Last Week I told you that…
· Number
· 12 is the number of Government and Authority
· Not surprisingly it’s an Election year for USA

· God’s model of authority…
· Relational not positional authority
· Mothers and Fathers verses CEO
· Moms and Dads verse bosses

· Here’s one way you can see the difference
· Mamas and Papas are more concerned with the finish line than the bottom line
· CEOs and Bosses are concerned only with the bottom line
· Ungodly authority has no problem demanding that you produce bricks without straw
· 2012 will see the continued clash of true and counterfeit authority in the church

· 2012 is a year of new governmental authority
· Don’t be surprised to see a change of political parties in next year’s presidential election

· Color
· Purple: authority
· True and false authority
· Kingdom authority / worldly authority

·  Combination of red and blue
· True = wisdom and revelation
· Godly wisdom and divine revelation
· False = anger and information
· Anger and frustration, even rage combined with statistical data and humanistic strategies.
· Paraphrase James 1:20 “…the anger of man does not produce the purposes of God.” 

· Love or Lust
· True Godly authority will manifest as love
· Giving selflessly for the sake of others
· Counterfeit, false authority manifest selfishly as lust
· Taking by any means - possessions, positions and even people for selfish gain and personal glory

· Verse
· All of Romans 12

· Especially verse 2
· “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.” (NIV)

· Specific application to the way we do church
· His ways are not our ways
· Worldly principals will not produce kingdom results
· Kingdom results do not look like worldly results

· Flesh will not produce spirit
· Flesh produces flesh
· Spirit produces spirit


· Always loved J.B Phillips take on Romans 12:2
· “Don’t let the world around you squeeze you into its own mould, but let God re-mould your minds from within…”
· The difference will become starkly apparent in the ways authority is exercised.

· The Redemptive Gifts
· Verses 6-8
· Prophet, Servant, Teacher, Exhorter, Giver, Ruler & Mercy
· Continued revelation, unfolding of Mercy Gift

· Love in Action
· Verses 9-21: Practical application of Mercy Gift
· Extraordinary picture of the contrasting kingdom cultures
· Astonishing picture of love, mercy and grace.
· I strongly encouraged that you read, study, meditate and pray through Romans 12 in the coming year.
· You will find life, encouragement and practical guidance again and again in this chapter throughout the coming year

· 5 Pictures/Impressions for 2012
· A delighted Papa walking down path with a little girl in right hand and a little boy in his left
· This is what Christianity will look like from God’s perspective in 2012
· Not a year of warriors with their commanding officer
· Not a year of students with their professor
· Not a year of patients with their doctor
· Not a year of servants with their master
· Not a year of employees with the employer
· But a year of a loving Papa with his children
· This is how he wants to walk with us
· This is how he wants to communicate with us
· This is how he wants to teach us

· Gavel Strike three times on a judge’s bench
· In a court room gavels are used to
· Signal attention
· Bring to order
· Mark the conclusion of a transaction
· What I saw represented the end of pending cases
· Justice rendered for injustices
· This feels personal – for individuals
· There will be Divine justice rendered in 2012 
· For past injustices
· And it will mark the conclusion of the matter

· The Prophets of Hollywood
· Look for the prophets of Hollywood
· Movies will continue to prophecy to our nation
· Pay attention
· Like parables movies will prophesy metaphorically in 2012
· Meaning they will require interpretation
· Great and small
· Top grossing movies and little known flicks
· Big screen and small
· Heart not head
· Reflecting the heart of God
· Touching the hearts of men

· Blood
· Medical Breakthrough, issues of blood
· Cure for blood borne diseases
· Breakthrough in one disease will open way for many other cures

· Open Gift Wrapped Box
· A gift wrapped box opened with gifted removed
· In 2012 we’ll begin to see the Gifts of the Holy Spirit let out of the box in mainline denominational churches
· Mainline Protestant Churches, especially Baptist and Methodist Churches
· The more “in the box” the church, the greater the release.
· I believe it’s divine justice due to the denomination’s founders
· Oh boy, it going to be messy! Like wrapping paper all over the floor on Christmas morning
· Charismatic and Pentecostal believers filled with love and grace will have the privilege to help and serve them
· It is NOT our place to judge, criticize or lord over them

· Summary
· Number: 12
· Government, authority
· Color: Purple (red + blue)
· True and false authority
· Verse: All of Romans 12
· Especially verse 2
· “Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is - his good, pleasing and perfect will.”
· Papa walking with kids
· That’s the relationship from God’s perspective
· Gavel Strike (3x)
· Justice for injustice
· Prophets of Hollywood
· Prophetic movies
· Blood
· Medical breakthroughs
· Open gift box
· Gifts of Spirit in mainline churches

· I shared some Personal Prophetic Words?
· Saw The Bridge Long Island as a potato going through a potato ricer. Still in substance a potato but looking very different on the other side
· Told you that you are exporters of freedom
· I exhorted you to do three things
· Share the good news of God’s extravagant love
· Open blind spiritual eyes
· Set people free

· Additional Insights for 2012
· Mercy
· Romans 12 only makes sense through a lens of mercy
· It’s how verse 1 begins
· NIV: “Therefore, I urge you, brothers and sisters, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as a living sacrifice, holy and pleasing to God—this is your true and proper worship.” 
· J.B. Phillips: “With eyes wide open to the mercies of God, I beg you, my brothers, as an act of intelligent worship, to give him your bodies, as a living sacrifice, consecrated to him and acceptable by him.”
· It’s impossible to be an authentic living sacrifice holy and pleasing to God apart from understanding his mercy
· Don’t get the cart before the horse
· We need to have eyes that view life through the lens of God’s mercy
· “Eyes wide open to the mercies of God”
· Mercy here in the Greek literally means 
· “Heart of Compassion”
· We cannot have an accurate view of the Christian life apart from God’s “Heart of Compassion” for us.
· So, additional insight number 1
· Don’t go to Romans 12:2 without first grasping Romans 12:1
· Remember this: Mercy precedes transformation, renewed minds or God’s good, pleasing or perfect will.
· Do not conform to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.
· Mercy comes first
· See his mercy in every circumstance – first
· Study Mercy

· Choices
· 2012 is a year of choices, choose well
· True of everyday of every year
· But especially true of 2012
· Choices will be especially weighty having long term effect
· Personally: The chess not checkers
· Nationally: presidential elections
· Choose love above everything
· Was once told in the Spirit… 
· “When you’re not sure what to do and it will be often, choose love.”
· Make choices based on trust not fear
· Fear is a diagnostic indicator of trust.
· As it relates to faith or my personal relationship with the Lord. To the degree circumstances generate fear, trust in Him is lacking.
· God has earned our trust

· Women in Leadership in 2012
· In 2012 we will more and more women rise to positions of leadership both in the world and in the church.
· “Iron Lady” starring Meryl Streep as Britain’s Prime Minister Margret Thatcher is a prophetic picture of this.
· One of the “Prophets of Hollywood” I referenced last week.
· Tenderness and strength

· God is into small
· Small gifts that do big things
· 2 gifts from my son
· Mini speaker for my iPad
· Gerber mini multi tool
· Do not despise the day of small beginnings
· Zechariah 4:10
· God designed birth to be both messy and small
· Little is much in God’s hands
· Five loaves and two fish feed 5000 in Jesus’ hands
· Small is big
· Inside small is all that is needed for big
· Consider Seeds
· Inside an acorn is a potential forest
· An kernel of wheat has within it the capacity to become an entire crop
· Seeds when made to die
· Jesus said…
· “Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25 Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.” ~ John 12:24-26

· Look for the Kingdom Opposites in  2012
· Die to live
· Lose life to gain it
· Small is big
· Last is first
· The way up is down
· Humble are exalted
· Greatest serve
· His ways are not our ways

· To summarize
· Mercy
· Look through lens of God’s mercy first
· Choices
· Chess not checkers
· Choose love
· Women in Leadership
· World and church
· God is into small
· Small gifts doing big things
· Kingdom Opposites
· His ways not our ways

· Let’s pray
