HAPPY NEW YEAR – Family and Friends


This morning I want to finish a series entitled…

The Legend


Part 1 – The Legend of Christmas 
· And we learned that the story of Jesus’ birth isn’t reasonable – it’s supernatural. 

· Our supernatural God.
· Showing His Supernatural power
· Gave us His supernatural Son.
· So that we could be supernaturally changed through the forgiveness of our sins.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Part 2 – Jesus: The Living Legend
· We learned that Jesus life, love, and resurrection were legendary!
· And because of these things – we serve a Living Legend.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



It’s the New Year…2018

· Most of us take at least one minute and think about what we may want to accomplish this New Year…and we make some New Year’s Resolutions…

· EX - Me
· Lose weight
· Get rid of the belly fat
· Get back the six pack you had in 10th grade
· Bought some weights for my home
· Be more romantic
· I used to be romantic
· Plan a romantic date.
· I want to speak my love more
· I want to be more vulnerable
· Spend less – save more
· Get out of debt
· Start a college fund
· Start a car fund
· Don’t buy anything for yourself this year

Yours…
· Get organized
· Purge
· Nasty undershirt/underwear
· Edge of hoarding – pile of parts or a collection of junk 
· Enjoy life more
· Travel – ski trip with our kids
· Try a new hobby
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



These are all great…


My hope and prayer is that each of you resolve to do something in 2018 that helps you grow closer to God.

EX 

For me…
· Be a better preacher
· Learn new ways to communicate the good news
· Develop more friendships with other pastors that can help me make better decisions
· Logistically –Stop doing certain things with my hands, or saying certain words
· More trust in Him and not so much trust in myself.

· Phrase that has helped me is…

· “What you worry about most - is what you TRUST God with the least.”
· For me it’s become my preaching.
· I worry about it.
· I have sleepless nights 
· Feel stressed
· This is a spiritual resolution I want to see change in my life in 2018
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX - For you…

· Build a reputation of being a Godly woman/man
· Read my bible every day
· Practice these 
· Pray with my kids daily
· Pray with my wife/husband
· Stop doing certain things at work
· Show Your love for others
· Acts of kindness
· Serve others
· Be more joyful
· Attitude of Gratitude
· 
· Get more involved at church
· Develop a Christ-centered friendship
· Share your faith with someone 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


For some of us we have many great examples of how to develop our relationship with Christ…
· Godly parents
· Godly church leaders 
· Godly friends

But for many of you you may be thinking…

“I want to grow and live more consistent than ever for the Lord…I just don’t know how to start, who to look to for help?”

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Here’s what we have to decide…

1. We must make Jesus our Legend.



Show Map 

· Point is… In order to read the map and understand it, YOU HAVE TO READ THE LEGEND.
· The map will never make sense.
· We won’t make it to the right destination.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


In the map called life…

If we make Jesus the Key or Legend in our life – we find consistent direction for our life.

· He helps life make sense!
· He helps lead us in the right direction.
· He helps us make it to the right destination! 

Question becomes…
So how do we make Jesus the Legend of our life?


1st - We pattern our life after His.

· Ephesians 5:1 – “Imitate God, therefore, in everything you do, because you are his dear children.”

· We are called by God to imitate Him…
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



What’s this look like?

LEADERSHIP
· We’re all leaders.
· Home
· Work
· School

· Jesus as a leader – helps me be a leader.


· Mark 10:42-45 - 42So Jesus called them together and said, “You know that the rulers in this world lord it over their people, and officials flaunt their authority over those under them. 43But among you it will be different. Whoever wants to be a leader among you must be your servant, 44and whoever wants to be first among you must be the slave of everyone else. 45For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve others and to give his life as a ransom for many.”

· Jesus led with integrity.
· Jesus led with humility
· Jesus led with confidence

· So when we need direction on how to lead – we look to Jesus for that direction in our leadership.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



OBEDIENCE – Jesus’ obedience – helps me to know how to obey.

· 1 John 5:1-3 – “1Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christa has become a child of God. And everyone who loves the Father loves his children, too. 2We know we love God’s children if we love God and obey his commandments. 3Loving God means keeping his commandments, and his commandments are not burdensome.”
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Like Jesus… we are called to obey God.

· EX – WWJD – phenomena – where we would wear a bracelet – to remind us to ask what would Jesus Do.  
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· Obedience was a choice for Jesus.
· Choices He made one at a time.

· Jesus had a desire to obey God – and we can read story after story about His obedience.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX – Listen to how He obeyed…

· Philippians 2:5-8 – “5You must have the same attitude that Christ Jesus had. 6Though he was God, he did not think of equality with God as something to cling to. 7Instead, he gave up his divine privileges he took the humble position of a slave and was born as a human being. When he appeared in human form, 8he humbled himself in obedience to God and died a criminal’s death on a cross.”

· Obedience by coming to Earth
· Gave up heaven to come to earth.

· Obedience by being Crucified
· He didn’t want to – but He obeyed anyway.


· John 6:38 – “For I have come down from heaven to do the will of God who sent me, not to do my own will.”

When we make Jesus our Legend – and pattern our life after His obedience – we show our love for Him.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Pattern our life after His…


Love – Jesus’ example of love – helps me know how to love.

· Mark 12:30-31 - 30And you must love the LORD your God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and all your strength.’ 31The second is equally important: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ No other commandment is greater than these.”


Jesus’ example of love and teaching on love is probably the greatest thing we can pattern our lives after…

His love was counter cultural. 

· When others said…
· Don’t forgive – He forgave
· Pay back – He said, “turn the other cheek.”
· Show anger – “Show peace”
· Show no mercy – Jesus showed mercy.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------



Patterning our love after Jesus’…is not only counter cultural – it can change the culture around us.

EX - 
· Family
· Jesus never let stress – cause Him to sin.
· Don’t let stress affect the way you respond to your spouse – but show them love by being patient.

· This changes the culture of your family.
· Marriage
· Jesus – although never married – he taught us how to love our spouse.

· Ephesians 5:25 – “So again I say, each man must love his wife as he loves himself, and the wife must respect her husband.”
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
· EX – Care for each others needs
· Put the other first.
· Quick to admit you’re wrong.
· Show mercy and don’t hold a grudges 

· This pattern of love in a marriage - changes the culture of your marriage.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


· Workplace
· Don’t speak against anyone
· Speak for them
· Encourage them
· Serve them with gladness

· When he’s our LEGEND - we can pattern our life after His love.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


CLOSING:

With Jesus as our Legend…

Showing us how to…
· Lead
· Obey
· Love
· We are shown the greatest way to live right there in front of us!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

There is no better way to celebrate the New Year then by making Jesus your Legend!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
BOW HEADS:

Prayer of Commitment:

· Lord I need your direction
· I want to live my life for your glory
· I want to end up where you lead.
· I’m making you my Legend!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

[bookmark: _GoBack]
Assignment:

Go to our FB page and send us a message the church HOW YOU PLAN TO MAKE JESUS THE LEGEND of your life. 

· One of the greatest ways we can follow through is by having some accountability. 
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