Healing 5

I. Intro
1 Open Bibles to Mark 2:1-12

2 Continuing Series on Healing
A. Last week:  Healing 4
a.  Jesus touched the untouchable leper and healed him
i.  To the one who had to shout out to anyone who came near the warning “Unclean!” – Jesus commanded “Be Clean” and he was!

3 Today: Healing 5
A. Teach on Mark 2:1-12
a.  Jesus healing a paralyzed man
B. Then practice together
a.  So, be listening for words of knowledge

4 Read & pray Mark 2:1-12
A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home. They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them. Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on. When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”

Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”

Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things? Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’? But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
a.  David Guzik’s study guide for Mark chapter 2 on www.blueletterbible.org  was a very useful resource in the preparation of this sermon
i.  Although I find him to be too dispensational for my theological taste I appreciate many of his insights into this text
ii.  Eat the meat and throw away the bones
· And there is plenty of meat

II. Let’s examine the text verse by verse
1 Verse 1 “A few days later, when Jesus again entered Capernaum, the people heard that he had come home.”
A. No necessarily to his own house but to the town he calls home.
B. [bookmark: 2]In Mark 1, we see that Jesus spent a busy day in Capernaum
C. From there he went on a preaching tour all around the cities of Galilee. 
D. Now he returns to the fishing town right on the shores of the Sea of Galilee, 
a.  To the place where Peter and his family lived
E. Word is out
a.  And the local people have heard that Jesus is back in town

2 Verse 2 “They gathered in such large numbers that there was no room left, not even outside the door, and he preached the word to them.”
A. [bookmark: 3]Mark 1:28 tells us that after
a.  casting a demon out of a demonized man in the synagogue, 
b.  “News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee” 
c.  At this point in His ministry, Jesus attracted crowds wherever He went.
d.  So many have gather to be healed, delivered or simply to gawk that the house is completely full and the crows have spilt over into the streets
B. And he proclaimed the gospel of the kingdom to them
a.  First proclamation
i.  Then demonstration

3 Verses 3-4 “Some men came, bringing to him a paralyzed man, carried by four of them. Since they could not get him to Jesus because of the crowd, they made an opening in the roof above Jesus by digging through it and then lowered the mat the man was lying on”
A. Because of the crowds they couldn’t get their friend through the door, into the house, to see jesus
B. So these amazing friends tear a hole in the roof to lower their paralyzed friend to Jesus
C. You got to love these guys
a.  I admire their passion
i.  And the love they have for their friend
D. Quire an unusual interruption to a sermon
a.  Can you imagine?
i.  The noise, the mess, first stuff starts falling
· Then the man
E. Typically, in this time, a roof was accessible from an outside stairway
a.  The roof was probably made of thatch, dirt or tile laid over beams. 
F. G. Campbell Morgan on “they made an opening in the roof” says:
a.  “Such a rendering is entirely misleading. The force of the word is that they broke up the roof of the house, tearing up the fabric, in order to lower the man down on his pallet into the presence of Jesus.”
G. Such amazing determination and faith
a.  These guys were on a mission and would not be denied
b.  No obstacle would stand in their way
c.  They must have loved their friend very much!
i.  Nothing would stop them from bringing him to Jesus
d.  I want to have those type of friends
e.  I want to be that type of friend

4 Verse 5 When Jesus saw their faith, he said to the paralyzed man, “Son, your sins are forgiven.”
A. What a unique response
a.  Jesus didn’t ask these guys to explain what they were doing
b.  Didn’t rebuke them and demand to know who was going to pay for the roof and clean up the mess.
c.  Jesus looked at these guys and saw something else
B. No doubt Jesus (and everyone else in the room) looked up as the roof was being ripped off
a.  Jesus sees four guys
i.  Ropes tied to a mat carrying their paralyzed friend
b.  But Jesus some something more
i.  He “saw” faith
C. Faith was visible by the actions of the friends
i.  Faith is a verb
· It’s an action word
ii.  Faith is an Action, based on a Belief, sustained by Confidence
iii.  The friends took action and Jesus recognized it as faith
b.  Faith was visible in the realm of the Spirit
i.  Jesus had eyes to see what the Father was doing
· John 5:19
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does
· Jesus sees what the Father is doing at this moment
. Blepo, he perceives what the Father is doing
. And he sees it as faith on these guys

5 Faith is A factor in healing
A. Not the only factor 
a.  But A factor
B. I’ve heard it said that faith has to be present for healing to take place
a.  But the question is… who’s faith?
i.  The sick person’s faith?
ii.  The person praying’s faith?
iii.  The faith of friends?
· I mean after all; how much faith does a dead person have?
· Or a demonized person?
iv.  JPJ theory – 100 units of faith
· Maybe it’s a combination of the person in need, the person praying, friends, and even the faith of God?
b.  In this case it’s obviously the friends’ faith
i.  This is very encouraging to me
· If I’m lacking faith you can “carry” me or I can “carry” you
· Just like these guys carried their friend to Jesus
C. Jesus’ response to seeing faith
a.  He forgives sin
i.  Such an unexpected response
b.  He obviously saw faith and… something more
i.  “When I look at you I see…” 
c.  Jesus also sin
i.  Sin that needed to be forgiven
ii.  It could well be that sin was the cause of this man’s illness
iii.  And forgiveness was the key to his healing
d.  So, Jesus removes the sin via forgiveness 
i.  and as we’ll soon see
· the paralyzing illness goes as well
· But I’m getting ahead of myself
D. So, what were the friends thinking at this point
a.  (Healing hasn’t actually taken place yet)
b.  Hello!!!! Jesus!!! Um… he’s paralyzed
c.  We went thorough all this trouble so he could WALK… duh
i.  Not have his sins forgiven
E. This would be helpful for us to remember:
a.  Maybe – in some cases – there is a process to healing?
i.  Steps to be taken
· From point “a” an action of faith (verses 3-4)
· To point “b” where sins forgiven (verse 5)
· To point “c” direction given 
· (as we’ll see is verses 10-11)
· To point “d” healing takes place (verse 12)
F. So far we’ve seen Jesus heal by…
a.  Casting out a demon
b.  Rebuking a fever
c.  Word of command “I am willing, be clean”
d.  And by forgiving sin here in Mark 2
i.  This healing business isn’t cookie cutter
· Like Jesus we need to perceive from God
· See what He’s doing
· And do it with Him
. Let’s move on to verses 6-7

6 Verses 6-7 “Now some teachers of the law were sitting there, thinking to themselves, “Why does this fellow talk like that? He’s blaspheming! Who can forgive sins but God alone?”
A. There’s an entirely other dynamic taking place
a.  Apparently some “teachers of the law” made it into the house
i.  They are sitting there watching this would event take place
· And Jesus says something that pushes one of their buttons
· And they judge him a blasphemer
· Serious stuff, a crime punishable by death
B. They can’t see the forest for the trees
a.  Jesus has already performed many signs and wonders
i.  It’s what they have showed up
· But Jesus dared to color outside their lines
· And now they are thinking bad thoughts about Jesus
C. The teachers of the law couldn’t see God working…
a.  Because they couldn’t see God
i.  They correctly believe that only God can forgive sins
· They are even correct for examining this new teacher.
b.  Their error is in refusing to see who Jesus is:
i.  God the Son
· Their long awaited Messiah
· The Word made flesh dwelling among them
· The One who absolutely has the authority to forgive sins.

7 Verse 8 “Immediately Jesus knew in his spirit that this was what they were thinking in their hearts, and he said to them, “Why are you thinking these things?”
A. Jesus knew in his spirit what they were thinking and he challenges them:
a.  Wild isn’t it?
i.  It’s one of the more fun aspects of being prophetic
· You just know stuff
· My mother was prophetic
· “Why did you cut school story”

8 In a stunning moment, these teachers of the law suddenly realize that Jesus could read their minds
A. Must have freaked them out!
a.  Jesus could have said… “when I look at you I see…”
i.  Just as he looked at the paralyzed man as knew forgiveness was needed for healing
ii.  He looked at the teachers of the law and knew the conditions of their hearts

9 Frankly, this should have helped persuade them that Jesus really was God, having power to forgive sins.
A. JPJ use to say concerning insights into people:
a.  “I don’t know as much as you think I know. But I know more than you want me to.”
i.  Jesus knew much more than these teachers of the law wanted his to.
· Not backing down one bit
· Jesus continues his challenge in verse 9

10  Verse 9 “Which is easier: to say to this paralyzed man, ‘Your sins are forgiven,’ or to say, ‘Get up, take your mat and walk’?
A. What’s the answer to Jesus’ question?
a.  The implication is that healing is easier than forgiving sins
i.  This should encourage us as we pray for the sick
· We have faith for sin to be forgiven and we can’t “see” that

11 For us, on our own, both healing the sick and forgiving sin are impossible
A. For God both are easy
a.  With God both are absolutely possible

12 Verse 10-12 “But I want you to know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins.” So he said to the man, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.” He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all. This amazed everyone and they praised God, saying, “We have never seen anything like this!”
A. First Jesus forgive his sin in verse 5 
a.  and now he heals the man with a clear word of direction

13 Jesus demonstrated his authority as the “Son of Man”
A. “Son of Man” is a messianic title taken from Daniel 7:13-14
a.  “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the clouds of heaven. He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into his presence. He was given authority, glory and sovereign power; all nations and peoples of every language worshiped him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion that will not pass away, and his kingdom is one that will never be destroyed.”
B. Jesus used this title often
a.  Especially in Mark’s Gospel
i.  Because in His day it was a Messianic title free from political or nationalistic sentiment.
b.  Jesus could have more commonly referred to Himself as “King” or “Christ” and been both correct and accurate
i.  However
· Those titles
· In the ears of His audience
· Sounded to much like 
. “The One Who Will Defeat the Romans.”


14 Imagine the tension in this scene. 
A. The scribes are tense, because Jesus challenged them, and said He would demonstrate He was the Son of God. 
B. The paralyzed man was tense because he wondered if Jesus really would heal him. 
C. The crowd was tense because they sensed the tension of everyone else. 
D. The owner of the house is tense, because he wonders how much it will cost to repair his roof. 
E. The four friends are tense, because they took the risk. 

15 The only one not tense was Jesus
A. He had perfect peace when He said, “I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home” 
B. What happened next?
a.  He got up, took his mat and walked out in full view of them all.
b.  KJV says “Immediately he arose”
c.  Jesus’ power to heal the sick and his authority to forgive sins was immediately vindicated.
C. Jesus said to the man:
a.  I tell you
b.  Get up
c.  Take your mat
d.  Go home
e.  that’s exactly what he did.
f.  And he was healed
D. Jesus carried the day, and the people were amazed to see the power of God in action.
i.  Amazed = to astonish, throw into wonderment, to be astounded, to be out of one's mind or besides one's self.
b.  Are you ready to be amazed?
i.  So am I
ii.  Let’s experiment – let’s practice

III. Ministry Time
1 Show how to start a movement video
A. God bless to bold ones and the brave ones
a.  I LOVE them!
[bookmark: _GoBack]
2 Pray
A. Stir up gifts: Healing, revelation, words of knowledge

a.  Who has a word of knowledge?

3 Invite worship team up
A. Close in prayer
