God’s Ways 5 - David
I Intro

1 Open Bible to 1 Samuel 17:40-50
2 Series on God’s Ways

A. God’s Way’s 1

a.  Shared briefly my thoughts and insights on Isaiah 55:8-9

"For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
       neither are your ways my ways," 
       declares the LORD.

 "As the heavens are higher than the earth, 
       so are my ways higher than your ways 
       and my thoughts than your thoughts.

b.  If God’s ways and our ways do not mach up – who changes?

i We change

B. God’s Ways 2  - The Life of Moses

a.  Looked specifically at the parting of the Red Sea

i His ways may often offend our sense of logic, reason and fairness

ii If he operated this way with Moses, what might he do with us?

C. God’s Ways 3 – Gideon

a.  Gideon’s Back Story

b.  Gideon’s Call

c.  Gideon’s Army

i Bigger is not always better in God’s Kingdom
· 32,000 to 10,000 to 300 – without conventional weapons

· With trumpets and torches in jars they won a mighty victory over an overwhelming foe.
· They blew their trumpets, smashed the jars, shouted and the enemy killed one another
· His ways are not our ways
D. Last Week: God’s Ways 4 – Abraham

a.  Abram’s Call
b.  Abraham and Sarah – God’s little helpers
c.  Abraham’s Test
d.  What does this mean for us?

i God may Call you to leave your home

· The land  of your birth

· Your extended family

· All that is familiar and comfortable

ii God may only give you general direction

· Go to Canaan

· And it may take a long time and many stops to get there

· It might take a VERY long time to get there

iii God may give you a promise and fulfill it only AFTER it is beyond your strength and power to bring it to pass

iv God may ask you to give up, give away or lay down the very promise he gave you

v The fulfillment of the promises may look very different than your expectation

· One Son

vi The mixture of His ways and our ways in NOT a good thing

vii His ways are not our ways.

3 Today: God’s Ways 5 – David

A. David’s Back Story

B. David’s Call
C. David & Goliath

4 Read & Pray 1 Samuel 17:40-50
40 Then he took his staff in his hand, chose five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his shepherd's bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the Philistine.

 41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!"

 45 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands."

 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

 50 So David triumphed over the Philistine with a sling and a stone; without a sword in his hand he struck down the Philistine and killed him.

A.  David, King David

a.  Arguably the greatest King is Israel’s history - besides the Messiah
b.  What a battle, what an amazing victory

c.   But let’s look at some of the back story

i How did we get here?
II David’s Back Story
1 Saul rejected as King

A. God gives very specific instruction to King Saul through the Prophet Samuel

a.  “This is what the LORD Almighty says: 'I will punish the Amalekites for what they did to Israel when they waylaid them as they came up from Egypt. 3 Now go, attack the Amalekites and totally destroy everything that belongs to them.” 1 Samuel 15:2-3

B. Saul mixes his ways with God’s ways

a.  7 Then Saul attacked the Amalekites all the way from Havilah to Shur, to the east of Egypt. 8 He took Agag king of the Amalekites alive, and all his people he totally destroyed with the sword. 9 But Saul and the army spared Agag and the best of the sheep and cattle, the fat calves [b] and lambs—everything that was good. These they were unwilling to destroy completely, but everything that was despised and weak they totally destroyed. 1 Samuel 15:7-9

C. God reveals Saul’s sin to Samuel and Samuel confronts Saul

 17 Samuel said, "Although you were once small in your own eyes, did you not become the head of the tribes of Israel? The LORD anointed you king over Israel. 18And he sent you on a mission, saying, 'Go and completely destroy those wicked people, the Amalekites; make war on them until you have wiped them out.' 19 Why did you not obey the LORD ? Why did you pounce on the plunder and do evil in the eyes of the LORD ?"

 20 "But I did obey the LORD," Saul said. "I went on the mission the LORD assigned me. I completely destroyed the Amalekites and brought back Agag their king. 21 The soldiers took sheep and cattle from the plunder, the best of what was devoted to God, in order to sacrifice them to the LORD your God at Gilgal."

 22 But Samuel replied: 
       "Does the LORD delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices 
       as much as in obeying the voice of the LORD ? 
       To obey is better than sacrifice, 
       and to heed is better than the fat of rams.

 23 For rebellion is like the sin of divination, 
       and arrogance like the evil of idolatry. 
       Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, 
       he has rejected you as king."

 24 Then Saul said to Samuel, "I have sinned. I violated the LORD's command and your instructions. I was afraid of the people and so I gave in to them. 25 Now I beg you, forgive my sin and come back with me, so that I may worship the LORD."

 26 But Samuel said to him, "I will not go back with you. You have rejected the word of the LORD, and the LORD has rejected you as king over Israel!"

 27 As Samuel turned to leave, Saul caught hold of the hem of his robe, and it tore.28 Samuel said to him, "The LORD has torn the kingdom of Israel from you today and has given it to one of your neighbors—to one better than you. 1 Samuel 15:17-28
a.  That neighbor, the one better than Saul is… David

b.  Saul Mixed His ways with God’s ways and it cost him the Anointing

i Ultimately it would cost him the kingdom

c.  Spiritually the anointing to serve as King was removed from Saul this day
i However, he would remain in the position for about 15 more years.

ii Listen to me – you NEVER what to have position without God’s anointing and favor.

d.  Trying to hold on to what God had removed from his life drove Saul insane 

i He became and insecure, jealous, envious, self righteous, demonized psycho!
ii Wow, sounds a lot like a pastor I once served under…
III David’s Call
1 1 Samuel 16 tells the story of Samuel anointing David as the next King

A. God sends Samuel to David’s father’s house – Jesse (vs.1)

B. Jesse brings out all his sons to stand before the prophet

a.  Starting with the oldest and biggest Eliab

b.  Even the prophet Samuel thinks he’s the one…

i "Surely the LORD's anointed stands here before the LORD." (vs.6)

c.  But God’s ways are not our ways, even if you’re the Prophet Samuel

i  7 But the LORD said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the LORD looks at the heart." (vs. 7)
d.  Jesse had all his sons pass before Samuel, all except David

i When Samuel looked for the future leader of God's people, he was impressed with Jesse's sons, the ones who were handsome, strong, and charismatic — perfect for the job. 
· But the LORD rejected them in favor of someone too young and inexperienced to even be invited to the meeting.
ii God’s ways are not our ways.

C. God’s Choice vs. Man’s Choice

a.  Man's ways = look on the outside

i Do they make a good appearance – do they “look good”?

ii Are they gifted, skilled, experienced?

b.  God ways = look inside
i What’s in the heart?

ii Do they have character?

iii Do they love?

c.  His ways are not our ways

2 David is Anointed (I Samuel 16:10-13)

10 Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but Samuel said to him, "The LORD has not chosen these." 11 So he asked Jesse, "Are these all the sons you have?" 
      "There is still the youngest," Jesse answered, "but he is tending the sheep." 
      Samuel said, "Send for him; we will not sit down [a] until he arrives."

 12 So he sent and had him brought in. He was ruddy, with a fine appearance and handsome features. 
      Then the LORD said, "Rise and anoint him; he is the one."

 13 So Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the presence of his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came upon David in power. 
A. David was about 15 yrs old when Samuel anointed him as King
a.  However, he didn’t sit on the throne until he was about 30 yrs old

i Although you never want to have position without anointing

ii God will give you anointing without position

· To test you character

· To challenge your integrity 

· And strengthen your faith

iii A spiritual principal I have noticed is that

· God will have you serve another man’s vision before he entrust you with your own.

· Those who humble themselves are exalted

· Jesus: Luke 14:11

· Those faithful with little are entrusted with much

· Jesus: 16:10

IV David & Goliath

1 The rest of 1 Samuel 16 tells us how David enters Saul’s service

A. Not of David’s doing, divinely orchestrated

B. You can read it for yourselves in verses 14-23

2 Which brings us to David’s Battle with Goliath in chapter 17

A. The Battle Lines are Drawn

a.  The Philistines have gathered for war against the Israelites

b.  Philistines on one hill and the Israelites on the other

c.  In the valley between them is Goliath

d.  Goliath is the Philistine Champion Warrior

i The Message describes Goliath this way…

ii 4-7 A giant nearly ten feet tall stepped out from the Philistine line into the open, Goliath from Gath. He had a bronze helmet on his head and was dressed in armor—126 pounds of it! He wore bronze shin guards and carried a bronze sword. His spear was like a fence rail—the spear tip alone weighed over fifteen pounds. His shield bearer walked ahead of him.
B. Goliath is a bad dude

a.  Huge, well armed and cocky with the experience of victory

C. Goliath’s challenge

a.  Goliath issues a Challenge to the Israelites

b.  8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us." 10 Then the Philistine said, "This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other." 11 On hearing the Philistine's words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified. (1 Samuel 17:8-11)
c.  Goliath issued this challenge every morning and every evening for 40 days!

i It Israelite army was demoralized and gripped with fear

d.  One day David shows up and after hearing Goliath’s rant says…
i 26 David asked the men standing near him, "What will be done for the man who kills this Philistine and removes this disgrace from Israel? Who is this uncircumcised Philistine that he should defy the armies of the living God?" (1Samuel 17:26)
e.  The Israelites see the giant, David’s eyes are fixed on God

3 Word of David’s remarks get back to King Saul so he sends for him

A. 32 David said to Saul, "Let no one lose heart on account of this Philistine; your servant will go and fight him."
a.  Saul still seeing with eyes of the flesh responds

i 33 Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth."
b.  After some convincing about his victories over the lion and the bear Saul agrees to let David fight Goliath

i  34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."
      Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you."
ii Don’t you just love David’s passion?

· I sure do!

4 Saul’s armor

A. Saul is still trying to  mix God’s ways with man’s ways

B. So Saul agrees to send David into battle

a.  But he still wants to do it his way
i Man's Ways: Saul's armor and conventional weapons
· David would have none of it

· Can’t put new wine in old wine skins

· Can’t put an anointed David in an un-anointed Saul’s armor

· Can’t mix God’s ways with man’s ways
ii God's Ways: Send a boy with a few rocks, a sling shot and a ton of faith in his God against a Giant Warrior.
5 Run to the Battle

A. Back to my opening text – David faces Goliath on the field of battle and says to him….
 45 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands."

 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

B. I love this!

a.  I love David’s passion

b.  I love his heart and his faith

c.  I LOVE that he RAN TO THE BATTLE!

d.  Oh God that I would be more like David and less like Saul!

V Application: 

1 So what can we learn from this?
A. What of God way’s can we glean from Saul & David’s lives?

2 Do not mix God’s ways with your ways

A. It will cost you your position and your kingdom

B. It’s not enough to do right things wrong

a.  We need to learn how to do right things right.

C. Jesus was right, we can not put new wine into old wine skins

3 Timing

A. It may be years between the time of your anointing for a position and actually holding that position

a.  15 years for David and his training started long before that

b.  15 years from the time I heard a call to the time I pastured my first church

i A lot of training in between

4 God may send a boy to do a man’s job

A. Never underestimate the impact of the anointing

B. An anointed boy is more than enough to defeat a well equipped giant solider

C. God’s ways are not our ways

a.  God’s ways will offend our logic, reason and understanding

b.  We would never send an unarmed boy into such a battle

c.  But that was exactly what God was doing

i And it worked

VI Ministry Time

1 Invite Holy Spirit to Come
2 Who is facing a giant right now?

3 Who needs some of David’s passion for the battle ahead?

4 How needs prayer – help yielding your will to God’s?
