Live Love 2
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to John 15
2. Continue series on Live Love

3. Last week: Live Love 1

A. Two Questions

a. What does it mean to Live Love

b. How do we do it

B. Looked at 1 Cor 13 – classic chapter on love
a. Verses 1-3 what is not required to live love

b. Verses 4-8 examples of living love

C. I told you that “It is more important to love that it is to be right”

a. If being right is at the expense of love the price is too high.

b. What do you think – when you get you heave is God going to ask if you were right or will he as did you love?

c.  I’m just saying…

D. We learn the Live Love with the difficult people in our lives

a. We looked at Jesus’ words in Matthew 5

b. 43"You have heard that it was said, 'Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.' 44But I tell you: Love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45that you may be sons of your Father in heaven… 46If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47And if you greet only your brothers, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that? 
c. Ouch… Jesus said love your enemies 

i. Which is more that just tolerating them or coexisting with them
E. Ended last week by sharing an encounter I had with The Spirit of Love & The Spirit of Truth.  In it I learned that…

a. Love can grow cold very quickly

b. That I need to speak the Truth in Love
i. I can only shed light utilizing both of them

c. I can walk away from both love and/or truth

d. I will know that I have walked away from love when I become brittle, cold and ridged

e. I will not know that I have walked away from Truth until Love reveals it to me.

4. Today: Live Love 2

A. Connected to Love
B. Love & Freedom
5. Read & Pray John 15:1-17
1"I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. 2He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes[a] so that it will be even more fruitful. 3You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. 4Remain in me, and I will remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

 5"I am the vine; you are the branches. If a man remains in me and I in him, he will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. 6If anyone does not remain in me, he is like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned.7If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be given you. 8This is to my Father's glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.
 9"As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. 10If you obey my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have obeyed my Father's commands and remain in his love. 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete. 12My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. 13Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends. 14You are my friends if you do what I command. 15I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master's business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you. 16You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear fruit—fruit that will last. Then the Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 17This is my command: Love each other.

A. OK, so track with me, so far I have told you
a. To Dream God Sized Dreams

b. To do God sized things we need

i. Focus – setting our minds on things above
· Col 3:1-2
ii. Favor – with God & Man
· Favor opens doors

· Gaining favor with God and man requires love and loyalty

· Proverbs 3:3-4

· Love & loyalty are tested in the hard times

c. I’ve told you to LIVE LOVE

i. Jesus said that all men will know we are His if we love one another

· The church lacks creditability and influence because we don’t love one another

· We need to love one another

· Here in The Bridge Long Island

· From church to church on Long Island
· Without love we will never see our God sized dreams become a reality

B. I want to help you LIVE LOVE….

a. By modeling it for you

b. And by challenging you to think out side the church box

c. So, let’s look at John 15

II. Connected to Love

1. Last words are lasting words

A. Jesus last meeting with His closest friends before the crucifixion

B. He’s telling them those things that are most important to him

2. Two ways to look at these verses
A. Will reveal your philosophical point of view or paradigm

a. Emphasis on fruitfulness

i. Oh no…

· If I’m unfruitful I will be cut off and throw in the fire

· I have to work harder

· I need more obedience

· More meetings, more meetings, more meetings….

· Guilt, shame, guilt, shame…

· Not working for me guys

· And I think it is a weak understanding of Jesus heart here

· It’s a distorted view of God 

· It’s fear  and control based

ii. That can’t be the case because in verse 11 Jesus says

· 11I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete
· That’s why we had bubbles with worship this morning – JOY!
b. Emphasis on Relationship

i. Remaining in the vine is all about relationship

· That’s what was most important to Jesus on his last night with his friends

· He’s telling them - in metaphoric language – stay intimately connected to God

· The secret to fruitfulness is all about being connected to God, to Love

· To LIVE LOVE you need to be connected to love

· To LIVE LOVE you need to be loved by God

· You need to experience his love for yourself
· You will love the way you have been loved

· You will give what you’ve got

· So, what does God look like to you?

· Loving Papa

· Or Crazed Gardener ready to hack you off with his pruning sheers?

3. God loves you extravagantly!

A. Romans 8:31-39

B. 31What, then, shall we say in response to this? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son, but gave him up for us all—how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things? 33Who will bring any charge against those whom God has chosen? It is God who justifies. 34Who is he that condemns? Christ Jesus, who died—more than that, who was raised to life—is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us. 35Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or danger or sword? 36As it is written: 
   "For your sake we face death all day long; 
      we are considered as sheep to be slaughtered."[l] 37No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. 38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,[m] neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, 39neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.
C. Now THAT’S a true picture of his love for you

a. I can have Joy about that!

b. Do you see or feel any fear or control in those verses?

c. I want to remain in that relationship

4. Remaining

A. The word remain is used 11 times in the first 17 verses of John 15

a. Must be a pretty important word

B. Strong’s 

a. Meno – a Greek word meaning

b. To Abide

c. To be held

d. Or to wait

C. Some translations use the word abide

a. Abide is the opposite of camping

i. Elaborate on difference between camping and building a house

b. Permanent verses temporary dwelling

D. Meno is a very relational word

III. Love & Freedom

1. If John 15 was just about fruitfulness than why did Jesus say these words in Matthew 7:21-23
A. 21"Not everyone who says to me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22Many will say to me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform many miracles?' 23Then I will tell them plainly, 'I never knew you. Away from me, you evildoers!'
B. Prophesying, driving out demons and performing miracles sound like fruit

C. But the issue is “knowing” him

2. I’m very concerned that a distorted version of Christianity has infected the American church

A. It’s a Performance Based Christianity more focused on 

a. Fruit than remaining

b. Works than knowing him

c. Performance than relationship

d. It can be controlling, manipulative and laden with guilt

i. Over flowing with rules and regulations of men

ii. It’s grossly lacking both freedom and love

iii. And it’s not producing good fruit

iv. Much of it drive by insecure pastors who are seeking the validation they THINK a bigger church will bring them.

v. Example of watching worship leader

3. Freedom

A. It is for Freedom that Christ has set us free (Gal 5:1)

a. The most loving act in history was also the most liberating – the Cross!

b. Freedom from the law

i. Religious law

c. All the law ever did was reveal sin

B. Stop Sign Analogy

a. I see a problem, concern, danger, issue…

i. Dangerous intersection

ii. To protect the people from themselves I put up a stop sign

b. I have to erect it (set the rule)

c. I have to police it (monitor the rule)

d. I have to enforce it (punish the rule breakers)

e. I don’t want to do any of those things

C. Instead

a. I want to walk people over to the intersection and tell them

i. This is a dangerous intersection

· I see a problem here

ii. Look both ways before you cross the street

· Use wisdom, be careful
iii. Now they are responsible for their spiritual journey, not me

· If they get hurt crossing the street I will be here to love the and tend their wounds

D. To me

a. That’s freedom

b. It’s not Performance Based

c. That’s relational

d. That’s a practical way to LIVE LOVE
e. That’s what God does with us

f. That’s what I will do with you

E. Why is this important?

a. Because it’s very difficult, if not impossible to LIVE LOVE without freedom

b. Think about it, it’s hard to hug someone if you’re in bondage

IV. Let’s Pray

1. Ministry Time

2. Who needs to be set free?

A. From bondage to what God once did

a. Vineyard glory days?

B. From yesterday for today?

C. From tomorrow for today?

3. Freedom from anything that hinders your ability Live Love?

4. Who’s love tank is a quart low and you need to be refilled?

5. Freedom to enjoy the playfulness of God?
