God’s Unusual Ways 6 - Peter 2013

I Intro

1 Open Bible to Matthew 4:18-20
A. Back to my series on God’s Unusual Ways
B. Two Objectives
a.  First, To expand your God Box
i God does things differently than we do
ii He works beyond the boundaries of our western world view, logical, academic, intellectual, empirical evidential, tactical mind set.
b.  Second, God uses ordinary people just like you and me
i Moses was a fugitive, who became a deliverer
ii Gideon was a coward, who became a conqueror
iii Abraham was an old man who became the father of nations
iv David was a teenager who defeated a giant and became a king.
c.  These “Biblical Heroes” were all ordinary people whose lives were touched by our extraordinary God
i Imagine what he can do with the likes of us?

2 Quick Review
A. God’s Unusual Way’s 1
a.  Foundational Verse - Isaiah 55:8-9
i "For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. As the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts.”
B. God’s Unusual Ways 2 - Moses
a.  Looked specifically at the parting of the Red Sea
i His ways may often offend our sense of logic, reason, understanding and fairness
C. God’s Unusual Ways 3 - Gideon
a.  Gideon’s Back Story, calling and army.
b.  Bigger is not always better in God’s Kingdom
i 32,000 to 10,000 to 300 – without conventional weapons
ii With trumpets and torches in jars they won a mighty victory over an overwhelming foe.
iii His ways are not our ways
D. God’s Unusual Ways 4 – Abraham
a.  God’s extraordinary promise to Abraham 
i God fulfilled that promise AFTER it is beyond Abrahams and Sarah strength and power to bring it to pass.
ii Then, years later God asks Abraham to lay the promise down.
iii God may fulfill a promise in a very different way than you expect.
iv Then He may challenge you to give up, give away or lay down the very promise he gave you
v His ways are not our ways.
E. God’s Unusual Ways 5 – David
a.  David’s Back Story and Calling
i God’s chooses David, when even his own family didn’t consider him worthy enough to be invited to the meeting
ii Man looks on the outside, God looks at the heart.
iii God’s ways are not our ways
b.  David’s battle with Goliath
i Not one of us would have sent a boy with a slingshot against this gigantic, well equipped, champion warrior
ii God’s ways are not our ways.

3 Today: God’s Unusual Ways 6 - Peter
A. Peter’s Back Story
B. Peter’s Calling
C. Peter’s Restoration

4 Read and Pray: Matthew 4:18-20 (NASB)
A. Now as Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon who was called Peter, and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea; for they were fishermen. 19 And He *said to them, “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of men.” 20 Immediately they left their nets and followed Him.
B. This is the first mention of Peter in scripture.
a.  We’ll look closer at Peter’s calling in a few minutes but first let’s take a look at Peter’s back story.

II Peter’s Back Story

1 Peter’s Name
A. Peter meaning: “a rock or stone.”
a.  It’s the Greek form of the Aramaic surname, Cephas. 

2 Peter’s Family
A. Peter was the brother of Andrew
B. Peter was the son of Jona, or some translations have Johanan 
C. Peter was married
a.  Though his wife’s name isn’t mentioned, Matthew 8:14-15 tells us:
b.  “When Jesus came into Peter’s home, He saw his mother-in-law lying sick in bed with a fever. 15 He touched her hand, and the fever left her; and she got up and waited on Him.”

3 Peter’s Job
A. Peter was a fisherman in Bethsaida
a.  Bethsaida meaning “the house of fish.” 
B. Peter and his brother Andrew fished on the Sea of Galilee
a.  And they were parters with Zebedee and his sons, James and John
C. Blue color worker
a.  Salt of the earth, 
b.  “What-you-see-is-what-you-get” kind of guy.

4 Andrew’s Influence
A. Andrew is a follower of John The Baptist (John 1)
a.  35 The next day John (The Baptist) was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 37 When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. 38 Turning around, Jesus saw them following and asked, “What do you want?” They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you staying?” 39 “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.” So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon. 40 Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. 41 The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ). 42 And he brought him to Jesus. Jesus looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is Peter).
B. Andrew is a spiritual seeker
a.  Andrew’s seeking influenced his brother Peter

5 Peter Meet’s Jesus
A. So we see here that Peter first meets Christ at Bethany beyond Jordan
a.  Where John the Baptist is preaching. 
B. Andrew was clearly a disciple of John the Baptist. 
a.  And possibly Peter too.
C. Andrew introduces his brother Peter to Jesus.

III Peter’s Call
1 My opening text, Matthew 4 gives us the highlights, but Luke 5 gives us the fuller story of Peter’s calling: Luke 5:1-11 (The Message)
1-3 Once when he was standing on the shore of Lake Gennesaret, (aka: Sea of Galilee) the crowd was pushing in on him to better hear the Word of God. He noticed two boats tied up. The fishermen had just left them and were out scrubbing their nets. He climbed into the boat that was Simon’s and asked him to put out a little from the shore. Sitting there, using the boat for a pulpit, he taught the crowd.
4 When he finished teaching, he said to Simon, “Push out into deep water and let your nets out for a catch.”
5-7 Simon said, “Master, we’ve been fishing hard all night and haven’t caught even a minnow. But if you say so, I’ll let out the nets.” It was no sooner said than done - a huge haul of fish, straining the nets past capacity. They waved to their partners in the other boat to come help them. They filled both boats, nearly swamping them with the catch.
8-10 Simon Peter, when he saw it, fell to his knees before Jesus. “Master, leave. I’m a sinner and can’t handle this holiness. Leave me to myself.” When they pulled in that catch of fish, awe overwhelmed Simon and everyone with him. It was the same with James and John, Zebedee’s sons, coworkers with Simon.
10-11 Jesus said to Simon, “There is nothing to fear. From now on you’ll be fishing for men and women.” They pulled their boats up on the beach, left them, nets and all, and followed him.
2 Peter has a profound encounter and supernatural experience with Jesus
A. John’s gospel makes it clear that Peter had some foreknowledge of Jesus
a.  Via Andrew through John the Baptist
b.  It’s probably why he let Jesus use his boat as a pulpit
B. No doubt Jesus’ message had an impact
a.  Enough to follow this carpenter’s fishing instructions
C. Then the miraculous catch of fish
a.  Peter is undone, humbled, overwhelmed with awe
D. Matthew 4 and Luke 5 tells us that he left everything and followed Jesus

3 Peter goes on to become part of Jesus’ inner circle
A. Last week in my message on friendship I discussed Jesus’ circles of relationships
a.  Multitudes
b.  The 72
c.  The 12
d.  The 3
e.  And the 1
B. Peter is part of Jesus’ 3 along with James and John
a.  Mark 5:37 says “He did not let anyone follow him except Peter, James and John the brother of James.” 
b.  The Transfiguration in Mark 9:2 “After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured before them.”
c.  Mark 13:3 tell us that while on the Mount of Olives Peter, James and John asked Jesus questions privately 
d.  Luke 8 tells us that when Jesus raised Jarius’ daughter from the dead… “he did not let anyone go in with him except Peter, John and James, and the child's father and mother.”
e.  Matthew 26 tells us that Jesus wanted Peter with him at one of his darkest hours. 
i “Then Jesus went with his disciples to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to them, “Sit here while I go over there and pray.” 37 He took Peter and the two sons of Zebedee along with him, and he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is overwhelmed with sorrow to the point of death. Stay here and keep watch with me.”
C. Of all the people on the face of the earth Jesus picks 3 fishermen to be his first disciples and the members of his inner circle of friends.
a.  God’s was are not our ways
b.  If you were going to change the world, who would you pick?
i The most intelligent, the intellectuals?
ii The most influential?
iii The rich and powerful?
iv The world’s foremost philosophical thinkers?
v The religious experts?
vi The super spiritual?
c.  Nope, Jesus picks 3 fishermen and puts them in his inner circle
i 1 Corinthians 1:26-31
ii Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. 28 God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things—and the things that are not—to nullify the things that are, 29 so that no one may boast before him. 30 It is because of him that you are in Christ Jesus, who has become for us wisdom from God—that is, our righteousness,holiness and redemption. 31 Therefore, as it is written: “Let the one who boasts boast in the Lord.”
iii His ways are not our ways

IV Peter’s Restoration
1 Jesus Predicts Peter’s denial in Mark 14
A. At the Last Supper
27 “You will all fall away,” Jesus told them, “for it is written: “‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’ 28 But after I have risen, I will go ahead of you into Galilee.”
29 Peter declared, “Even if all fall away, I will not.” 
30 “Truly I tell you,” Jesus answered, “today - yes, tonight - before the rooster crows twice you yourself will disown me three times.” 31 But Peter insisted emphatically, “Even if I have to die with you, I will never disown you.” And all the others said the same.
B. Jesus calls it, Peter denies it, a few verses later it comes to pass
66 While Peter was below in the courtyard, one of the servant girls of the high priest came by.67 When she saw Peter warming himself, she looked closely at him.
“You also were with that Nazarene, Jesus,” she said.
68 But he denied it. “I don’t know or understand what you’re talking about,” he said, and went out into the entryway.
69 When the servant girl saw him there, she said again to those standing around, “This fellow is one of them.” 70 Again he denied it.
After a little while, those standing near said to Peter, “Surely you are one of them, for you are a Galilean.”
71 He began to call down curses, and he swore to them, “I don’t know this man you’re talking about.”
72 Immediately the rooster crowed the second time. Then Peter remembered the word Jesus had spoken to him: “Before the rooster crows twice you will disown me three times.” And he broke down and wept.
a.  This has got to be the lowest of low points in Peter’s life
b.  After all he’s witnessed and all he’s done with Jesus, he betrays him at his hour of need to save his own skin.

2 Peter’s restoration
A. John 21
B. Jesus Speaks Peter’s language
Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of Galilee. It happened this way:2 Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two other disciples were together. 3 “I’m going out to fish,” Simon Peter told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.
4 Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did not realize that it was Jesus.
5 He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”
“No,” they answered.
6 He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in because of the large number of fish.
7 Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!” As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into the water. 8 The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. 9 When they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and some bread.
10 Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.” 11 So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was not torn. 12 Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord. 13 Jesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. 14 This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his disciples after he was raised from the dead.
C. Don’t you just love it
a.  The way it all began, with a huge catch of fish.

3 Jesus wasn’t finished with Peter
15 When they had finished eating, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of John, do you love me more than these?”
“Yes, Lord,” he said, “you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my lambs.”
16 Again Jesus said, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
He answered, “Yes, Lord, you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Take care of my sheep.”
17 The third time he said to him, “Simon son of John, do you love me?”
Peter was hurt because Jesus asked him the third time, “Do you love me?” He said, “Lord, you know all things; you know that I love you.”
Jesus said, “Feed my sheep.
A. So relational. Don’t you just love Jesus?
a.  Jesus is telling Peter…
i You’re not rejected
ii You’re not disqualified
iii You’re still in the family
iv I love you
v I trust you
b.  Transformative turning point for Peter

4 Peter Apostolic Leader
A. Leader of leaders, apostle of apostles
a.  The point person at Pentecost, Acts 2
b.  Bold before the Sanhedrin, Acts 4
c.  Opens the way for Gentiles, Acts 10
d.  Biblical Author, Martyred for his faith
B. His ways are not our ways
a.  His thoughts are not our thoughts
b.  Not one of us would have chosen Peter to begin with
c.  Not one of us would have trusted him after his betrayal
d.  God is not one of us
e.  His ways are not our ways.
C. God see what we do not see
a.  When we saw a fisherman Jesus saw an apostle
b.  Jesus saw Peter’s end from his beginning
c.  What does Jesus see when he looks at you?
d.  What God sees when he looks at you is not what you see
e.  What God thinks about you is not what you think
f.  His thoughts and ways are higher, MUCH higher
g.  What might God do with the likes of us?
h.  Let’s pray.



