Part 3

The Gate Opener
We Ride to Serve


As followers of Jesus Christ – we are all called to be servants.
We’ve been using the act of the guy that steps off his horse to open the gate for others to ride through…as a picture of what it looks like to serve others.

We are called to open gates…so that other followers of Christ can ride through the gate and out to gather those far from God 
And… so that those far from God can ride through to find Jesus.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


We’ve learned that to do this…

· 1st – We must lower our position to fulfill our mission.
· 2nd – We must go from being a consumer to being a contributor.

When we do…
· 3rd - Jesus promises blessings to those who serve.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



EX. – Sweet-talked into riding shotgun in the pickup to open gates. 

· How many of you ladies have ever been sweet-talked by your husband, dad, or gpa –into going with them to feeding cows – only to realize they just wanted you to come so that you can open the gates so they didn’t have to get out?
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

When you find yourself in this situation – it’s usually a test right?

· It’s a test of your love.
· You can…choose to go and serve your lying evil husband by opening the gates.

· Or you can choose to not serve him an not go. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Silly illustration…but…

When it comes to serving God and others…



Serving others is often a test of our love for God. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

EX - God opens the door for us to serve in a way that may not be our giftedness or to serve someone that is hard to serve.

· We have a choice.
· Are we going to obey God and serve others or not?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]It’s a test.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



So the question becomes…

How do we pass the test when it comes to serving others?



1. Serving others often starts with obedience.


As we’ve said already, “For many of us serving others does not come naturally.”
· We are self-centered.
· Selfish
· And think life is all about us.

· So when it comes to serving others it can be a hard.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



It’s in this moment of testing…

WE MUST CHOOSE TO OBEY GOD!


- Jesus says…

· John 14:15 - "If you love me, obey my commandments.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



EX -
We all have those areas where we are WILLING to serve.

· We’re shaped this way or gifted this way – and we love serving here.
· This is our sweet spot.
· These areas don’t take much convincing to do.

· And all of us should obey God by serving in our giftedness. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



But… then there are ways or people that God asks us to serve – that we do out of shear obedience…


· EX – The wife that opens gates cause God tells her to serve her husband. 
· Your enemy has a need – God tells you to meet it. – you meet it cause it’s the right thing to do.
· The friend that helps his friend move – cause it’s the right thing to do.
· You lend a poor man some money – cause it’s the right thing to do.
· You obey your parents – cause it’s the right thing to do.
· You serve on a team at church – cause it’s the right thing to do.

We OBEY cause it’s the right thing to do – not because we feel like it. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Some might say, “God doesn’t just want our obedience. He wants us to do it with a right heart. So, I’m not going to serve others until I can do it with a right heart.”
· “After all God wants my heart to be in it – not just obedience.”

· They might even quote - Hosea 6:6 – “I want you to show love, not offer sacrifices. I want you to know me more than I want burnt offerings.”

· If you’re thinking this - You’d be right! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




But here’s what God has taught me about obedience….


2. Obedience can open the door for God to change our heart.



EX – I’ve not always been gifted at showing Mercy and compassion.


When someone’s hurting – my natural tendency is to think…
· “It’s not that bad.”
· “Why are you so sad?”
· “Suck it up.
· “It’s not the end of the world.”

· I work on this. 
· And God has definitely helped me get better…but…I’m not naturally compassionate nor do I naturally show mercy.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

But inevitably… God puts me in situations that call for me to serve others by showing mercy and compassion.

· It’s in these moments I have to choose obedience over my gifting or my desire.


THE RESULT…
· It’s out of serving others in this way, in obedience, that God makes me more compassionate and merciful. 


Obedience = can lead to heart-change = even when my heart isn’t in it!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Jesus is talking…

· John 14:21 - 21Those who accept my commandments and obey them are the ones who love me. And because they love me, my Father will love them. And I will love them and reveal myself to each of them.”

· Jesus says, 

· “Accept my commandments”
· “Show me love by obeying them”
· “I’ll show my love for you” - “AND REVEAL MYSELF TO EACH OF YOU!”
· “I’ll give you more compassion.”
· “I’ll give you more love for others.”
· “I’ll reveal things to you that you would not otherwise be in a position to see.”
· “Obey and watch me move!”



EX - 
· A boss at work has asked you to do a job that is out of your wheelhouse – choose obedience.
· You parents ask you to do something that you may not think is fair – choose obedience.
· A friend that needs you – choose serving them even if it’s not your giftedness.
· And God in His mercy – can change your heart and use you!

Application: 
· God might be putting you in situations to test your love for Him and your willingness to serve others!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


1st – Serving others often starts with obedience.
2nd – Obedience opens the door for God to change our heart.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------




3. Heart change leads to serving others in love. 



Galatians 5:13 – “13You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Obedience is great.
But love should be our ultimate motivation to serve!


What a powerful command…

· SERVE ONE ANOTHER HUMBLY IN LOVE…
· If we were to obey this powerful truth with all our heart!
· We could change the world.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

CLOSING:


· Colossians 3:23 – “Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for human masters,”

· No matter who we are serving…as followers of Jesus our ultimate motivation for serving others – should be because we are serving JESUS!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


What has Jesus done for us -- that we should SERVE HIM with all our heart?

· He loved us.
· He sacrificed his life for us.
· He wants what’s best for us.
· He loves us like no one else ever has.

· We don’t serve God and others out of fear or obligation – we serve Him out of love for what He’s done for us! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



God often tests our hearts by asking us to serve in ways we’re not gifted, or serve people that aren’t easy to serve.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


But in the end – people’s lives are changed and the Lord is glorified!! 

Bow heads:


How many of you would say, “I’m being tested by God right now in ways or by having to serve outside my comfort zone.”

· You have a choice.
· Pray – God give me the strength to obey.
· Give me the will to obey you no matter who it is or how it is you want me to serve.
· I’m choosing to serve in whatever way you say.”
· If my heart needs changed – change it.
· I want to pass this test.”
· Raise hand if you prayed this prayer!

Lost:
You need to commit your life to Jesus.
Because of what He’s done for you – you need begin to serve Him. 
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