Live Love 6 - Honor

I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Romans 12:9-21
A. Today I conclude my Live Love Message Series
B. Charlottetown Community Church is in the process of “Pursuing Love” from 1 Corinthian 14:1
a. “Pursue Love, eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially prophecy.”
C. Pursuing Love has two parts
a. Living Loved
b. Living Love

2. Live Love 1
A. We looked at one of our greatest obstacles to living love
a. Our need to be right
B. It is more important to love than it is to be right
a. If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high.

3. Live Love 2
A. Looked at 1 Corinthians 13 – classic chapter on love
a. The key to living love is to live loved
i. 1 John 4:19 “We love because he first loved us.”

4. Live Love 3
A. John 15 – The Vine and the Branches
a. Process vs. Production
i. It’s easier to live love if we see people as being in process

5. Live Love 4 – Forgiveness
A. Take a look at a very practical way to Live Love from Jesus’ Story about Forgiveness in Matthew 18
B. What Forgiveness isn’t
a. Denial, Repression, Reconciliation or Trusts
C. What Forgiveness is
a. A Choice, A Decision, Love in Action


6. Last Week: Live Love 5 - Encouragement
A. Practical way to Live Love: Encouragement
a. What is Encouragement?
i. It is in-courage people, putting courage in them
b. Why Encourage?
i. Because we live in an extremely discouraging world
ii. Everyone needs to be encouraged
iii. We can’t reach our destiny’s without courage
c. How to Encourage?
i. A kind word, phone call, email, a Facebook post…

7. Today: Live Love 6 - Honor
A. Listen
B. Kindness
C. Generosity (Time)

8. Next Week: Mercy
A. A new series of messages on the topic of Mercy

9. Read & Pray: Romans 12:9-21
9 Love must be sincere. Hate what is evil; cling to what is good. 10 Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves. 11 Never be lacking in zeal, but keep your spiritual fervor, serving the Lord. 12 Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer. 13 Share with the Lord’s people who are in need. Practice hospitality.
14 Bless those who persecute you; bless and do not curse. 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice; mourn with those who mourn. 16 Live in harmony with one another. Do not be proud, but be willing to associate with people of low position. Do not be conceited.
17 Do not repay anyone evil for evil. Be careful to do what is right in the eyes of everyone. 18 If it is possible, as far as it depends on you, live at peace with everyone. 19 Do not take revenge, my dear friends, but leave room for God’s wrath, for it is written: “It is mine to avenge; I will repay,” says the Lord. 20 On the contrary:
“If your enemy is hungry, feed him;
    if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.
In doing this, you will heap burning coals on his head.”
21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.
A. I like to read verses in context, this morning I want to focus on verse 10
a. “Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves.”
b. How can we Honor one another in love?
c. Let’s take a look at a few practical ways 

II. Listening
1. Listening can be both a practical and powerful way to love and honor one another.
A. James 1:19-20 says
B. 19 My dear brothers and sisters, take note of this: Everyone should be quick to listen, slow to speak and slow to become angry, 20 because human anger does not produce the righteousness that God desires.
C. Quick to listen and slow to speak, hmmm…
a. Is that your experience?
2. It was an ancient Greek philosopher who said that:
A. “We have two ears and one mouth so that we can listen twice as much as we speak.” 
B. I think the default position in our current culture is to speak instead of listen.
a. The upside is that it has made listening quite valuable.
b. And a great way to love others in a practical way.
3. Four Levels of Listening
A. Non-Listening
a. Someone is speaking but you’re not hearing a word they’re saying.
b. Think Charlie Brown when an adult or teacher is speaking 
i. Wa-wa, wa-wa, wa-wa, wa
c. Or men watching football or hockey
d. My kids use to tease me “What?”
B. Surface Listening
a. Not much better than non-listening
i. Gratuitous head nods and an occasional Mm-huh.
ii. Gives the appearance of listening without actually listening.
iii. On the computer while on the phone
iv. On our cell phones when with others
C. On Ramp Listening
a. Listen for an opportunity to speak
b. Either to agree, contradict or one up the person speaking
c. Tell WV one-upmanship story 
D. No Strings Attached Listening
a. We listen for the sake of the person speaking
b. We offer our full undivided attention
c. We offer commentary or ask questions that keeps the focus on them and allows them to keep the floor.
d. This type of listening honors the speaker and is a practical way to live love.
e. 80% of the pastoral counseling I offer is “No Strings Attached Listening”
f. Most people know what to do; they just need someone to listen as they process verbally.

III. Random Acts of Kindness
1. Kindness is:
A. A description of Love in 1 Corinthians 13:4
a. “Love is kind”
B. Listed among the fruit of the Spirit in Galatians 5:22
C. Exhorted to clothe ourselves with kindness in Colossians 3:12 “Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.”
D. It’s also another practical way to Live Love
E. Google Defines kindness as
a. The quality of being friendly, generous, and considerate.
b. A kind act.
F. Extremely effective when matched with the leading of the Holy Spirit. 
a. Here are a few examples:

2. Pick up the tab
A. Pay the toll for the car behind you
B. Pay for the meal or coffee in the car behind you in the drive thru
C. Another customer’s meal in a restaurant
D. No strings attached and it can make their whole day

3. Mom was right…
A. Mom had three sons, taught us from a very early age to be little gentlemen:
a. Hold the door open for another
b. Open car door for another
c. Pull out her chair
d. Say please and thank you
e. Let another person ahead of you in line
f. Return the shopping cart
g. Be patient with the elderly or Moms with kids
i. Nadine helped an elderly lady up snow covered steps
ii. We’re all going to be old someday

4. Be nice to the trainees
A. I know that part of God’s call on my life is to train and equip the saints for ministry (Ephesians 4:12)
B. I can’t tell you how many time I get the newbie
a. I’ve lost count
b. Restaurants – Coffee Shops – Check Out Lines
c. Doctor’s Offices – Hospitals
d. Blood Draws: nervous laughter saying “I never done this before”
C. Nadine and I now just look at each other and smile
a. We make it our business to encourage them
b. “Hey, is this your first day on the job? You’re doing great!”
c. And when they do an especially good job we tell their manager on our way out the door.
d. It costs me nothing and blesses them extravagantly
e. Hey we were all the new guy at some point
f. Treat them better than you were treated

5. Food!
A. Crossroads Church: 
a. Best Homemade Cookie recipes for local police and fire departments
B. Oncology Nurses
a. Chocolate, donuts, cookies, bagels
C. Meal for a neighbor, sick friend…

6. A letter of thanks to someone who has made a difference in your life
A. A text or Facebook message is good.
B. An email is better
C. A hand written note is a treasure they will keep forever

IV. Generosity
1. “Remember this: Whoever sows sparingly will also reap sparingly, and whoever sows generously will also reap generously. 7 Each of you should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” ~ 2 Corinthians 9:6-7
A. Can we all agree that it is a good, biblical and Christian practice to be generous with our money?
B. Ok, Good, so, with that settled, I’m going to skip it and talk about something more precious and costly than our money
C. Our Time

2. Technology 
A. It was suppose to make our lives simpler and easier
B. In fact, all it’s done is make us busier, much busier
C. Most of us are busier than we want to be

3. Church Planting
A. One of the Busiest times of my life
B. Working a full time at a high pressure secular job
a. I was a Material Coordinator for the military aircraft company Northrop Grumman
C. Working full time as Pastor of Crossroads Church
a. A church Nadine and I started in Clarksburg, WV
D. I lived by my calendar
a. So much so that I had to schedule time with my family
b. I remember a friend being horrified that I had time with my family scheduled in my daytimer
c. I told them it was better than them not being in there
d. Because there was always something other that could and would fill in their slots
e. So this is what we did

4. Promises Keepers:
A. Daily: 
a. Dinner time together at the table
i. No TV
b. 15-20 minutes of daily contact
i. Hey, how ya doin? How was your day?
B. Weekly
a. Family Fun Night
b. Evolved in to Family Movie Night more often than not
c. We were together, in the same room, doing the same thing
d. The kids took turns picking the movie
C. Monthly
a. Date night with Nadine
i. Plus I tried to have a second spontaneous date
ii. Nadine likes spontaneous
iii. It was about her and for her, not about me
iv. So I took the responsibility to initiate and make it happen
v. Sometimes all we could afford was popcorn and snuggle time on the couch 
b. A Saturday with each of my kids
i. From breakfast till dinner
ii. I entered into their world and did what they wanted to do
iii. Tommy
· Breakfast at McDonalds often a movies
iv. Lisa
· Shopping
v. They both knew that at some point I was going to speak into their lives
· 10-15 minutes max



5. Big Pay Off
A. Those small investments of time over time have paid off big time
B. I’ve reaped so much more than what I’ve sowed into those relationships
C. Empty nesters
a. Everyone goes away, except Nadine
i. I better like her
ii. And I do

V. Summary
1. Live Love 6 - Honor
A. Listening with no strings attached
B. Random acts of kindness
C. Generosity, especially with your time

2. Not new rules for you to follow but hopefully inspiration
A. Not a list of new dos and don’ts
B. Rather I’m trying to prime your pump with practical ways to honor one another in love.

3. Let’s Pray
A. Ministry Time?
