Lessons in Humility and Love 2
I. Intro

1. Open your Bibles to 1 Peter 4:7-11
2. Last Week: Lessons in Humility and Love 
A. Based on visions God has given me.
a. Parables from a loving Father to his son

b. Two heavenly beings one named Love, the other Humility

i. Both took the appearance of teen age girls

ii. They taught me six lessons over two days

B. The first six lessons

a. It’s not about you, it’s all about Him because He IS Love

b. You can’t walk the walk without Humility and Love

c. Humble repentance makes love grow stronger

d. Love and Humility won’t prevent you from taking hits but they will make sure you survive the landing and they will help so you stand again, IF you let them.
e. Stay Low

f. Humility knows the way but it’s Love that will see you through.

C. This past week God has revealed additional lessons in humility and love

a. I want to share them with you today
3. Ready and Pray: 1 Peter 4:7-11
A. 7The end of all things is near. Therefore be clear minded and self-controlled so that you can pray.8Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins. 9Offer hospitality to one another without grumbling. 10Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms. 11If anyone speaks, he should do it as one speaking the very words of God. If anyone serves, he should do it with the strength God provides, so that in all things God may be praised through Jesus Christ. To him be the glory and the power for ever and ever. Amen.
B. Verse 8 

a. NIV: Above all, love each other DEEPLY, because loves covers a multitude of sins.

b. Message: Most of all, love each other as if your life depended on it. Love makes up for practically anything.

c. Amplified: Above all things have intense and unfailing love for one another, for love covers a multitude of sins [forgives and disregards the offenses of others]

d. KJV: And above all things have fervent charity among yourselves: for charity shall cover the multitude of sins.

C. Fervent Charity

a. Fevernt = ektenēs:(ek-ta-nase)
i.  stretched out, intent, earnestly, assiduously
· assiduously = constant in application or attention; diligent, unceasing, persistent
b. Charity = agapē
i. A feast of love

ii. Commonly referred to God’s type of love

c. In other words…

i. Above all love one another with a stretched out, intense, as if your life depended on it, God type love.
ii. I like that, I want that, I want to live that kind of love.

· OK< with that as a staring point….

D. I want to tell you a story today, an ongoing story
a. A parable if you will

b. It’s a story God is using to teach me some very important lessons

E. These stories have come to me through vision

a. The prophet Joel and the Apostle Peter both told us that…

i.    “In the last days, God says, 
      I will pour out my Spirit on all people. 
   Your sons and daughters will prophesy, 
      your young men will see visions, 
      your old men will dream dreams.”

· Peter quoting Joel 2:28 in Acts 2:17 
b. Like I said last week
i. These stories are NOT equal to scripture, they need to be judged in light of scripture
ii. Neither are these an endorsement of everything I say and do
iii. They are simple the expression of a loving Father to his son
· I’ll share the stories with you and comment along the way
II. Excerpts from Wednesday February 24, 2010

I see the outline of a man, from the side, it me. Everything is dark but my body is illuminated and I can see it being filled with white smoke, incense, the Spirit… 

Now colors begin to enter the picture. I see birds, multi-colored bird flying all around me. As they fly they leave trails of color behind them until the darkness is completely gone and everything is bright with vibrant color. 

I’m back on the garden path. Humility and Love are here, both still appearing as young teenage girls. “Welcome back” says Love.  “Ready for today’s lessons?” ask Humility. Smiling and happy to see them again, I say yes. “Great, let’s go!” they say in unison. 

Continuing along the path, walking arm in arm we come to the edge of the park. There is a deep cavern before us. Wafting up from below is the wretched stench of death. It’s horrible and my instinct is to back away but Love and Humility hold me firm. “Lesson number seven: Love stands firm even when everyone else backs away” says Humility. 

Pressing forward and holding tightly onto Humility and Love I look over the edge. The cavern is deep and dark except for the glow of what appears to be some type of lava at the bottom. The sulfurous stench of death if beyond description. “That is the wages of sin, the effects of sin on the land.” Humility informs me. Then she adds “now watch this”. 

Love runs to the edge of the carven and dives into the deepest place. It happens so quickly that I’m stunned, I’m breathless and a bit horrified. Holding me closer Humility says “watch”. 

The first thing I notice is the hiss of steam – like the sound of red hot metal being quenched. Then the ground begins to shake beneath us. I can hear the land itself groan, first in pain and then in relief.  Next I see the carven being filled with blue, the same color blue of Love’s tee shirt. It fills in the entire gap until it level on both sides. Again Humility speaks up saying “Remember this, lesson number eight: when Love enters the land it covers sin and fills the gap.”  

I’m amazed, just stunned at what I’ve just witnessed. And still it continues… Just like the beautiful garden behind us, everyplace Love filled the gap – life grew. Where there was death now there is life. For a long time I stand amazed at the power of love over death. 

Looking to my right I can see a large white eagle soaring over the land that Love had just redeemed. The white eagle lands on my right shoulder, enters me and together, as one, we fly off to survey the land. To the right and to the left I can see the wondrous effects of Love.  The land is a rich vibrant blue covered with abundant life and growth. Love has completely healed sin’s wound upon the land. 

(Billy Wagner’s picture – found it Wednesday afternoon cleaning up for Wednesday night’s PEW class)

The great white eagle takes me back; we land on the other side of where the riff had existed. Love and Humility are waiting for me. “Looks good doesn’t it?” says Love. Yes, it looks truly wonderful. I’m amazed at what you were able to do, the wound was so deep and the stench of sin so bad. Humility responds “and that’s lesson number nine: for man this is impossible but nothing is impossible with Love because Love never ever fails, never.”  Wow… 

From where we’re standing, looking to my right and left I can see two tribes approaching. They’re walking on the new land, where the wound had just been healed. To my right is a tribe of Native Americans. They are lead by a Chief; behind him are what appear to be his second in command, a young man and a young woman. Behind them are many others from their tribe. To my left approaches a Hebrew tribe. Their leader is an older man, a Rabbi; behind him is a long line of many other Hebrew people. 

As both tribes approach Love speaks with a passion and intensity had not heard before “I have great affection for these tribes. Both have been massacred by white men and both have had their lands unjustly stolen from them, land granted them by me! Your journey is about to meet theirs” Humility adds “and you’ll need both of us to gain access to their hearts.” 

As I walk forward to greet the two tribes I feel myself being taken out of this place… hmm…Somewhat disappointed but yielding my will to the Spirit I find myself standing just inside the main entrance of the Lobby…I can sense that my next appointment is almost ready… and with that this vision slowly fades to an end.
III. Lessons seven, eight & nine

1. #7: Love stands firm when everyone else backs away

2. #8: When love enters the land it covers sin and fills the gap

A. The land is wounded and we live with the consequences of that wound to this day.

3. #9: For man this is impossible but nothing is impossible with Love because Love never ever fails, never
IV. Disruptive Technology/Innovations
1. In the Spirit you see what you haven't seen before and recognize what's important in what you do see
2. A new technology that has a serious impact on the status quo and changes the way people have been dealing with something, perhaps for decades.
3. Disruptive Innovations in technology ... 

A. Cars vs. horses

B. Digital vs. lead typesetting

C. CD vs. vinyl

D. Digital photography vs. film

E. DVDs vs. video tapes

F. USB sticks vs. Floppy and other removable disks

G. LCD screens vs. CRTs

H. Gmail vs. MS Outlook

I. Cell Phone vs. Telephone

J. iPhone vs. Cell Phones

4. Disruptive Innovations in church history... The Reformation, Azusa Street, The Vineyard... Jesus, Pentecost 
A. Game Changers
V. Love and the Land

1. Love entering the land is a disruptive innovation – it’s a game changer

2. I’m sure I’ll have more to say about this in the weeks and months ahead but I’m convinced that there us a significance to Living Love and the Land.

3. Consider the following verses, food for thought…
A. Genesis 3:17 after the Fall God said to Adam
a. "Cursed is the ground because of you…”  

B. Leviticus 25:24 concerning the Year of Jubilee 

a. “You must provide for the redemption of the land.”

C. Acts 17:26-28

a. “26From one man he made every nation of men, that they should inhabit the whole earth; and he determined the times set for them and the exact places where they should live. 27God did this so that men would seek him and perhaps reach out for him and find him, though he is not far from each one of us.28'For in him we live and move and have our being…”

D. 2 Chronicles 7:17

a. “if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land.”

VI. Let’s pray
1. Ministry Time
