The Gospel of John 15:1-8

Intro
· Open your bibles to The Gospel of John 15:1-8
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· Today we begin our look at chapter 15
· The classic text on the vine and the branches
· Last of the great “I AM” statements of Jesus in John’s Gospel
· John 6:35, 48 “I am the bread of life”
· John 8:12, 9:5 “I am the light of the world”
· John 8:58 “Before Abraham was, I am”
· John 10:9 “I am the door”
· John 10:11 “I am the good shepherd”
· John 11:25 “I am the resurrection and the life”
· John 14:6 “I am the way, the truth, and the life”
· John 15:1 “I am the true vine”
· Read and Pray: John 15:1-8

“I am the true vine, and my Father is the gardener. He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit, while every branch that does bear fruit he prunes so that it will be even more fruitful. You are already clean because of the word I have spoken to you. Remain in me, as I also remain in you. No branch can bear fruit by itself; it must remain in the vine. Neither can you bear fruit unless you remain in me.

“I am the vine; you are the branches. If you remain in me and I in you, you will bear much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing. If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. If you remain in me and my words remain in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you. This is to my Father’s glory, that you bear much fruit, showing yourselves to be my disciples.


Fandom
· Do we have any hockey fan here this morning?
· What’s your favorite team?
· Football is as popular in the States as Hockey is here in Canada
· I’m a huge fan of the New York Giants
· Life-long fan
· I can watch any other team and be completely detached emotionally
· But when I watch the Giants I’m all in
· Heart and soul
· I’m a fan, and I see the game through the lens of my fandom
· Every play, every call, every penalty is viewed through those eyes
· And in my slanted opinion everything ought to go my team’s way.
· If they win
· I want to watch the recap of the game
· I want to hear all the commentators tell me how awesome my team is
· And read all the articles the next day
· And the days after that
· If The Giants lose
· I turn off the set
· I don’t watch any recaps
· And I don’t read any of the articles until they start talking about the next game.

· Theologians and Bible translators do the very same thing
· They have a perspective - a lens 
· And they view God, the world and the Bible through that perspective
· If your view is that of an Angry God
· One ready to punish your every mistake…
· If your view is that of performance based religion
· Where it is all up to you
· God’s good, you’re bad, try harder…
· The John 15 is scary and harsh.
· It’s downright terrifying!

· So, as I’ve done with much of John’s Gospel
· Let me offer you an alternative perspective today
· And then you can choose for yourself.

The Incarnation
· From the beginning of John’s Gospel we see that it is God who came to man
· John 1:14
· The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth.
· The good news of the gospel is that God came down to our level
· We never had to work our way up to his.
· The purpose of the Law was to reveal sin
· To prove to us that we couldn’t make ourselves right, holy or acceptable to God
· All of the work was done on his end for us
· He doesn’t ask us to meet him half way
· He came all the way to us
· Infinite God took on finite flesh
· Timeless and all power God limited himself to meet us where we were at
· Love is self limiting for the sake of another
· 1 John 4:8 states simply and profoundly that…
· God is love
· And perfect love limited himself to connect with us
· To meet us on our level
· Just like we do with our children and grandchildren
· And as we saw in the last chapter
· It’s all about relationship
· John 14:20
· On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
· There is a depth of intimacy, of love, of oneness beyond our comprehension
· All this being true
· How do we reconcile the language of John 15
· He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit (2)
· If you do not remain in me, you are like a branch that is thrown away and withers; such branches are picked up, thrown into the fire and burned. (6)
· It sounds like performance based language to me
· Being cut off, thrown away, into the fire and burned doesn’t sound like a love to me
· And I’m only a man
· It sounds like judgment
· It sounds very harsh.

It’s all about relationship
· It is ALL about relationship
· Miss this and you miss everything
· Creation, the Incarnation, the Cross, The Resurrection and Pentecost are ALL about relationship 
· It is all about God the Father, Son and Spirit’s desire for relationship with humanity
· With you
· It’s has never been about us being enough for him
· Good enough
· Holy enough
· Righteous enough
· Spiritual enough
· You exist – that’s more than enough!

Me and Lisa
· The moment this earthly father first laid eyes on his first born
· My heart exploded with a new love I’d never experienced before
· I’d seen her precious face but for a moment and I knew
· I knew I would willingly give all for her
· I would die for Lisa in that moment
· Without question
· Without hesitation
· She hadn’t done anything
· She was capable of crying, eating and pooping and I’m not sure she’d even accomplished the third one yet
· She couldn’t do a thing to earn my love
· But it was ALL hers – ALL of it!
· All she did was exist and it was way more than enough for me.
· That’s a father’s heart
· That’s THE Father’s heart!
· Mark 1:9-11
· At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. Just as Jesus was coming up out of the water, he saw heaven being torn open and the Spirit descending on him like a dove. And a voice came from heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you I am well pleased.”
· You are my son
· Whom I love
· With you I am well pleased!
· Do you realize Jesus hadn’t done anything yet!
· He hadn’t healed the sick
· He hadn’t raised the dead
· He hadn’t multiplied food
· He hadn’t preached 
· Or made any disciples
· He hadn’t been beaten
· He hadn’t gone to the cross
· He hadn’t died
· Or rose
· He hadn’t DONE anything
· He simply was
· The Father’s son
· And on the basis of sonship was loved and had the Father’s full pleasure
· That’s how I felt about Lisa!
· That’s God’s heart toward you
· Right here, right now, today!
· So what about John 15?

· You don’t know what you don’t know until you know it.
· And once you know it
· There’s no going back
· The earth was flat until we knew it was round
· The sun traveled around the earth until we knew the earth traveled around the sun
· The emperor had new clothes until we knew he was naked
· I thought I was right until I discovered I was wrong
· God was an angry vindictive judge until I saw that he was a loving Father.
· Let’s read old familiar verses in a new way today

· Let’s get an alternative perspective by looking at an alternative translation
· The Passion Translation: John 15:1-8

"I am like a sprouting vine, and the farmer who tends the vine is my Father. He cares for the branches connected to me by lifting and propping up the fruitless branches and pruning every fruitful branch to yield a greater harvest. The words I have spoken over you have already cleansed you. So enter into life-union with me, for I have entered into life-union with you. For as a branch severed from the vine will not bear fruit, so your life will be fruitless unless you live your life intimately joined to mine.

"I am the sprouting vine and you're my branches. As you live in union with me as your source, fruitfulness will stream from within you-but when you live separated from me you are powerless. If you live separated from me, you will be like discarded shriveled-up branches that are gathered up and thrown into the fire to be burned. But if you step into my life in union with me and if my words live powerfully within you-then you can ask whatever you desire and it will be done. When your lives bear abundant fruit, you demonstrate that you are my mature disciples who glorify my Father!

· Isn’t that good?
· Don’t you just love this take on these familiar verses?
· I do
· Guys, it’s all about relationship – not performance
· How is fruit produced?
· Intimacy produces fruit
· These verses are NOT about your need to produce
· They’re ALL about your need for intimate connection with God
· Let’s take a closer look

Verses 1-2
· "I am like a sprouting vine, and the farmer who tends the vine is my Father. He cares for the branches connected to me by lifting and propping up the fruitless branches and pruning every fruitful branch to yield a greater harvest.
· Lifting and propping up fruitless branches sends quite a different message from
· He cuts off every branch in me that bears no fruit
· Which would you do with your children?
· In John 15:2 The Greek phrase used here can also be translated:
· “He takes up (to himself) every fruitless branch." 
· He doesn't remove these branches
· But he takes them to himself. 
· As the wise and loving farmer, he lifts them up off the ground to enhance their growth. 
· It better fits the context of this portion of the Gospel
· Christ's is communicating endless love for his disciples on the last night of his life on earth
· This take seems to emphasize God's love even for those who may fail and disappoint him. 
· For example, Peter's denial didn't bring rejection from Jesus.
· The Greek word for pruning, kathairo (ka-thigh-row)
· Can also mean cleansing
· To clean or purge.
· Which fits better with verse 3
· The words I have spoken over you have already cleansed you.

Verse 4
· So enter into life-union with me, for I have entered into life-union with you. For as a branch severed from the vine will not bear fruit, so your life will be fruitless unless you live your life intimately joined to mine.
· This isn’t a call to performance
· It a cry for intimacy
· Stay intimately connected to me and together we will bear fruit
· He has already entered life union with us
· He’s asking us to return the embrace
· I remember once teaching on the Fruit of the Spirit from Galatians 5:22-23
· “…the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.”
· And I asked the question…
· Whose fruit is it?
· A buddy Mike came up to me after the service and thanked me
· He said that for his whole life those verses had been a heavy burden of relentless performance for him
· Thinking was his fruit
· Whose fruit is it?
· Whose fruit is in Galatians 5?
· Whose fruit is it in John 15?
· It’s God fruit!
· Not the fruit of our performance
· The fruit of his love and life flowing through us
· It’s the fruit of life-union
· Two lives joined produce life in the natural realm and the spiritual
· Verse 5 make this point clearly
Verse 5
· "I am the sprouting vine and you're my branches. As you live in union with me as your source, fruitfulness will stream from within you-but when you live separated from me you are powerless.
· We have freedom
· We have choice
· When can choose union with the source of life
· Or we can choose to live separated from God
· Most of us have been on both sides
· Everyone who has chosen union wishes they had chosen sooner
· Living separate is an option but it comes with a warning in verse 6

Verse 6
· If you live separated from me, you will be like discarded shriveled-up branches that are gathered up and thrown into the fire to be burned.
· Jesus is playing out the vine and branches metaphor
· I can imagine Jesus pointing to dried twigs, leaves and branches of grape vines laying on the ground
· Maybe someone was nearby at the moment raking up leftover branches?
· Jesus isn’t threatening his friends
· Love doesn’t threaten
· He’s saying.
· Hey guys you have a choice
· The choice to live separated from me is not better than these branches separated from the vine
· They become kindling wood for the fire
· And then he turns again to encouraging intimate connection in verses 7-8

Verses 7-8
· But if you step into my life in union with me and if my words live powerfully within you-then you can ask whatever you desire and it will be done. When your lives bear abundant fruit, you demonstrate that you are my mature disciples who glorify my Father!
· Verse 7 begins with the word but!
· But! But! But!
· I had a manager once tell me that you can forget everything someone tells you before the word but.
· And listen very closely to every word that is said after the word but.
· Jesus says but!!
· But if you step into my life in union with me…
· Oh that’s a game changer!
· When we are intimate!
· When we are grafted together
· Watch out!
· …and if my words live powerfully within you…
· My rhema word
· My spoken word
· The “sayings of God”
· My revelatory – prophetic words
· Live powerfully within you
· When my words take hold
· And are strong within you
· Then! Then! Then!
· -then you can ask whatever you desire and it will be done.
· Why? 
· Because our desire will be His desire flowing through us
· As the life of the Vine flows through the branch
· The desires of the branch are transformed.
· This is what God is offering us
· This is what I want
· Life-union with God
· Intimacy - love – friendship
· Our God is better than we ever imagined!

Let’s Pray
· Freedom from fear, shame and a performance based Christianity
· Intimate connection to The Father, Son and Holy Spirit


Ministry Time 
· If you need freedom
· Come up for prayer during our final song
· If you feel disconnected and need connection/intimacy to the vine
· Come up for prayer
