The Gospel of John 14:15-21

Intro
· Open bibles to The Gospel of John 14
· We’re working our way through John’s Gospel
· Currently we’re in chapter 14
· What’s commonly referred to as the upper room discourse
· Jesus is having a deep, personal conversation with his disciples
· These are his closest friends
· He’s teaching them profound and priceless truths
· Today we’ll look at verses 15-21
· Read and pray

“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.”

Verse 15
· Verse 15 is very significant
· A clear understand of this key verse unlocks the rest of chapter 14
· If you love me, keep my commands.
· Most believes suffer from what I call PBC
· Performance Based Christianity
· Our entire lives have been performance based
· Early childhood development
· Time outs / Spanking / Treats / Rewards
· Santa Clause, coal in our stocking or presents under the tree
· School
· Measured, tested, graded and compared
· Perform well and you make varsity, the first string or starting team.
· Work
· Good performance equals promotion
· Bad performance can get you fired
· Life in this world has conditioned us to be performance based
· It’s the lens we look through
· For most of us it’s all we know
· So of course we apply this mindset to God, faith, church and religion in general
· We view our interaction with God as we view all the other interactions of life.
· We do good to get good.
· If we do bad, we get bad.
·  For most of us, church life has also enforced a performance model
· Membership - Members in good standing
· Sunday Attendance
· Giving – tithes and offering
· Participation in church sponsored programs
· Do good - get good
· Do bad - get bad
· Rob “God” of your time, talent or treasure
· And in some way for or fashion bad things will happen to you
· Wayne Jacobsen: “He Loves Me”
· Chapter 6: The Tyranny of the Favor Line
· “What is the favor line? It’s the invisible line that tells us whether or not we’ve met enough of someone’s expectations to merit approval. It’s impossible to live in this world without recognizing the favor line’s impact on every area of life.” pg. 45
· 15 year old summing up an evening with her youth group: 
· God is good.
· You are bad.
· Try harder!
· Sadly for far too many of us that girl’s statement sums up our Christian experience.
· That’s the lens the church has looked through
· And it’s the model that been presented to us
· Constantly and consistently reinforced
· Try harder until you make it past the church, the organization’s favor line…
· And therefore God’s favor line.
· It is with those very lenses that we read verse 15 and completely misunderstand it.

Translations
· NIV: If you love me, keep my commands.
· For most of us, we read those words and this is what registers in our brains
· If you really loved me you would do what I told you to do
· Or… 
· Do what you’ve been told and it will be the proof that you truly love me
· And it’s not saying that at all
· That’s an Old Covenant mindset
· Do good to get good
· Do bad, get bad
· The NASB gets it right:
· If you love Me, you will keep My commandments.
· The Passion Translation get’s it better: 
· Loving me empowers you to obey my commands
· Love is the key
· It’s all about relationship
· If there is a love relationship between us the fruit of that relationship will be obedience.
· Old Covenant: Obedience precedes relationship
· New Covenant: the fruit of loving relationship is obedience
· The natural overflow of an intimate loving relationship with the Lord is that we become more like him.
· It is utterly impossible for us to “work” our way into that state
· We will never be able to work hard enough to make ourselves right or righteous before God
· We are “right” with him because we are one with him
· And just to remind ourselves
· What is it that Jesus has commanded us to do?
· What command has he given that we are to obey?
· Are we talking about the 10 Commandments?
· Absolutely not!
· He’s talking about the words he just spoke to them a few minutes ago back in chapter 13
· "A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
· Guys, it relationship
· It’s ALL about relationship
· In verse 15 Jesus is saying if you enter into a love relationship with you will be able to keep my command to love.
· If we miss this, we miss everything
· And when we do, church just becomes another ladder to climb or pecking order to navigate
· And God becomes the tyrant of the favor live
· Try harder, try harder, try harder.
· When the truth is this:
· He came to us: John 1:14
· The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us.
· His design has never been that we make ourselves acceptable to him
· He took on our form and came to us
· We didn’t have to build a tower to heaven to reach up to God
· God made all the effort and came to us
· All he wants, all he’s ever wanted was our hearts, our love, our friendship
· Jesus absolutely is NOT saying obey my commands and THEN we can experience love between us
· No, instead he’s saying let’s love one another and that will change everything
· Obeying my command to love will flow freely 
· Because I am the source of all love
· If you love Me, you will keep My commandments. NASB
· Loving me empowers you to obey my commands TPT

· Context
· Just so you realize that I am not reading more into the text than is actually there.
· Read down a few verses to John 14:22-23
· Listen to them in light of my explanation
· Replaying to a question from one of the disciples Jesus says:
· “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. Anyone who does not love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to the Father who sent me.
· Love proceeds obedience
· Love relationship with God empowers us to obey His command to love
· “We love because he first loved us”
· 1 John 4:19
· He loves us
· We Love him
· We’re empowered to love others
· And now verse 21 makes sense…
· Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.
· Like any good preacher Jesus is restating the same point in yet another way.
· The keeping of the command to love is the fruit of the love we share
· And as I’ll address in a few moments…
· And because Jesus is one with the Father
· As we love one another we will also experience the Father’s love

Verses 16-17a
· And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you forever - the Spirit of truth.
· Who is this advocate?
· Who is the Spirit of Truth?
· This helper who will be with us forever?
· Jesus clarifies it for us further down in verse 26:
· But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.
· The advocate
· The one asked for by Jesus
· The one sent by the Father
· This helper
· Who will be with us forever
· The one Jesus calls “The Spirit of Truth”
· Who will teach us all things
· Is none other than the Holy Spirit

Verses 17b
· Concerning the Holy Spirit Jesus says in the rest of verse 17
· The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
· Knows: ginosko
· An intimate knowing
· A Jewish idiom for sexual intercourse, 
· Not merely intellectual comprehension. 
· More than book knowledge, an experiential knowing.
· Hands on, OJT type knowing
· Reading a recipe for bread is a vastly different experience than actually baking bread
· The knowing Jesus referred to here is the actual bread baking knowing
· Vine’s Expository Dictionary backs up this understanding with its take on the word “sees” in verse 17
· Sees: theōreō (they-o-ray-o)
· “It is used of experience, in the sense of partaking of, or partaking in.”
· The world cannot accept the Holy Spirit because it has not experienced the Holy Spirit.
· The World = the universe (gk: kosmos)
· Specifically people who haven’t had a relationship with God.
· Or an experience of God
· Jesus goes on to say to his closest friends concerning the Holy Spirit
· But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.
· But you know him
· You have seen and experience the Holy Spirit
· Why?
· Because he lives WITH you
· Namely in the bodily form of Jesus
· All that they have seen and experienced these past three years walking with Jesus
· It’s that marvelous mystery of the Trinity
· The perfect oneness they share.
· When they see Jesus, they seen the Father.
· When they live with Jesus, they’ve lived with the Holy Spirit.
· And will be IN you.
· Pentecost!
· The promise of the Father!
· That soon coming promise for them
· That fulfilled promise for us.

Verses 18-20
· I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.	
· Jesus is comforting his friends
· I am not abandoning you
· The Father will send you another expression of ourselves – the Holy Spirit
· And I will rise from the dead
· Because I live - you live
· Then you will experience the marvelous wonders of life in the Trinity
· What God has always wanted
· The reason for which we were created
· We will be one: Verse 20
· On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you.
· Do you get how amazing that is?
· Jesus is in the Father
· We are in Jesus
· And Jesus is in us
· If we could grasp this, even a little…
· It a game changer
· I’m reminded of Paul’s prayer for the Ephesians in chapter 3:14-18
· For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God.
· How wide, long, high and deep…
· The limitlessness of God
· Of his love for us
· A love that surpasses knowledge
· Jesus says in John14:20
· On that day you will realize…
· Oh God, let this be the day for those of us here!

Let’s Pray
· Oh God set us free from a performance based Christianity
· Set of free from the tyranny of the favor line
· Set us free from the “God is good, you are bad, try harder”  rollercoaster
· Give us the Spirit of Truth
· Let us know the truth and let it set us free today
· Give us a revelation of just how wide, long, high and deep is your love for us
· Oh God help us enter a love relationship with you
· Pour out your love on us that we might love

Ministry Time
· If you need to be set free from PBC
· If you have lived too long under the Tyranny of the favor line
· If you’ve had enough of the “God’s good, you’re bad, try harder” perversion of Christianity
· If you need to experience the love of God
· If you want the Holy Spirit
· Come forward for prayer as Angi leads us in a final song
