The Gospel of John 1

Introduction
· Open your Bibles to John Chapter 1
· Today I begin a new series of messages
· I’m going to do something I haven’t done in quite some time
· I’m going to begin teaching through a book of the bible
· Sometimes chapter by chapter
· Sometimes event by event
· Sometimes verse by verse
· Sometimes word by word
· We’ll take it a bite at a time
· Today we’ll start a journey in the Gospel of John
· Read and Pray: John 1:1-3

John 1:1–3
· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the beginning. 3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made.

· I like to give credit where credit is due
· Scripture says that there’s nothing new under the sun
· I’ve discovered that this includes sermons
· Both the good ones and the bad ones
· I have a vast personal library of biblical resources
· I’ll be drawing upon these vast resources throughout this series
· In the weeks ahead you can expect me to
· I’ll throw in a little David Guzik, and John Piper
· Sprinkle in a few of my favorite theologians like Karl Barth, C. Baxter Kruger and T.F. Torrance. 
· Season it with a few authors I respect like William P. Young and Wayne Jacobsen.
· Mix in a bit of Tom Zawacki
· Let it simmer in the workings of the Holy Spirit
· And hopefully serve it hot to you on Sunday mornings
Introduction to the Gospel of John
· The Gospel of John is a portrait of Jesus Christ and his saving work.
· It focuses on the last three years of Jesus’ life
· Especially on his death and resurrection. 
· It’s purpose is stated clearly in John 20:30 - 31
· Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name.
· The book is written to help people trust in Christ and have eternal life.

The 4th Gospel
· John was probably the last gospel written
· Probably written somewhere between 70-90 AD
· The date is unclear
· It’s unique among the gospels
· Quite different from the accounts of Matthew, Mark, and Luke.

· Bible commentator Henry M. Morris writes that years of studying John:
· “Does not leave one with a feeling of having mastered it, but rather with the conviction that it is still strange, restless, and unfamiliar”

· A few of those differences:
· The action centers in Jerusalem rather than in Galilee. 
· Jesus’ teaching is given in long discourses instead of pithy parables. 
· The call to faith and the promise of eternal life are repeatedly stressed. 
· There are stories about people that are not mentioned in the other Gospels: 
· Nicodemus, the woman at the well, and Lazarus, for example
· The “I am” statements of Jesus, as well as the beautiful prologue (1:1-18), are also unique. 
· Irony, words with double meanings, and metaphors invite the reader to reflect upon the richness and depth of Jesus. 

· Each of the gospels emphasizes something different about Jesus.
· Matthew shows Jesus came from Abraham through David, and demonstrates that He is the Messiah promised in the Old Testament
· Mark shows Jesus came from Nazareth, demonstrating that Jesus is a Servant
· Luke shows Jesus came from Adam, demonstrating that Jesus is the Perfect Man
· John shows Jesus came from heaven, demonstrating that Jesus is God.

· The first three gospels focus more on what Jesus taught and did; John focuses more on who Jesus is.
· John shows us who Jesus is by 
· Highlighting seven miracles of Jesus. 
· Six of these miracles are not mentioned in the first three gospels.
· John shows us who Jesus is by 
· Allowing Jesus to speak for Himself in seven dramatic “I Am” statements found throughout the gospel.
· I am the Bread of life, in John 6
· I am the Light of the world, in John 8
· I am the Door, in John 10
· I am the Good Shepherd, also in John 10
· I am the resurrection and the life, in John 11
· I am the Way the Truth and the Life, in John 14
· And I am the True Vine, in John 15
· Additionally, John shows us who Jesus is by 
· Calling forth witnesses who will testify about the identity of Jesus. 
· Four of these witnesses speak in the first chapter alone.


· The Gospel can be broken into Two Halves
· Chapters 1-12 
· Focuses on a few public miracles which are expressly meant as “signs” pointing to Jesus’ identity as God incarnate
· Chapters 13-21
· Jesus is basically alone with his disciples
· Teaching them about:
· His mission
· The Holy Spirit
· And his command to love.

This is an Eyewitness Account
· This portrait of Jesus is written by an intimate eyewitness who was part of these infinitely important events. 
· Five times in this Gospel we find the unusual words 
· “the disciple whom Jesus loved” 
· (John 13:23; 19:26; 20:2, 7, 21:20)
· For example, at the very end it says in John 21:20, 
· “Peter turned and saw the disciple whom Jesus loved following them.” 
· Then four verses later (21:24), it says, 
· “This is the disciple who is bearing witness about these things and who has written these things.” 
· So the one called “the disciple whom Jesus loved”
· Who was there leaning on his shoulder at the Last Supper (13:23)
· He is the one who wrote this book as a divinely inspired eyewitness to the events of Jesus’ amazing life
· What a treasure!

Divinely Inspired
· One of the reasons that I say it is divinely inspired is that this is what Jesus promised to do. 
· He said in John 14:26, 
· “The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.” 
· And in John 16:13, he said, 
· “When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak.”
· In other words, 
· Jesus chose his apostles as his representatives, 
· He saved them, taught them, sent them, and then gave them the Holy Spirit
· It is therefore not an assumption to declare that there was divine guidance in the writing of Scripture
·  After all Ephesians 2:20-22 tells us that the church is:
· “… built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone. 21 In him the whole building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord. 22 And in him you too are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit.”
· I believe and I trust that you believe as well that John’s Gospel is indeed the inspired word of God. 

Beloved Gospel
· The Gospel of John is the beloved gospel. 
· It has been called 
· "a pool in which a child may wade and an elephant may swim."
· Commentator Charles Erdman says: 
· "Its stories are so simple that even a child will love them, but its statements are so profound that no philosopher can fathom them."
· With all that said, let’s dig in.

John’s First Three Verses
· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.
· Jesus is “The Word”

· Let’s focus on the term Word. 
· “In the beginning was the Word.” 
· The most important thing to know about this Word is found in verse 14: 
· “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” 
· The important thing to note here is that “The Word” clearly refers to Jesus Christ.

· John knows what he’s about to write in these next 21 chapters. 
· He is going to tell us the story of what Jesus Christ did and what he taught. 
· This is clearly a book about the life and work of the man Jesus Christ
· The man that John knew and saw and heard and touched with his very own hands
·  Jesus had flesh and blood. 
· He was not a ghost or an apparition appearing and vanishing. 
· He ate and drank and got tired, and John knew him very closely. 
· They were best friends!
· Jesus’ mother lived with John in the last part of her life
· Check out John 19:26 on your own
· Hey, you don’t leave your mother with just anyone, right?

· What John is doing in John 1:1–3 is telling us the most ultimate things about Jesus that he can. 
· It took John more than three years to figure out the fullness of who Jesus was. 
· But he does not want his readers to take more than three verses to find for themselves. 
· He wants us to have in our minds, fixed and clear, from the very beginning of his Gospel, the eternal majesty and deity and “Creator rights” of Jesus Christ.

Jesus is Infinite in His Majesty
· That’s the point of verses 1–3. 
· John meant for us to read this Gospel worshipfully, humbly, surrendered…
· Awestruck that the man at the wedding and at the well and on the mountain is also Creator of the Universe. 
· Can you see this? Can you feel it?
· You or I might have written it in a way that subtly lets Jesus’ identity grow on the readers so that they wonder, Who is this man?
· But John says no. 
· In the very first words out of the end of his pen, he will stun you and blow you away with the identity of this God who became flesh and dwelt among us. 
· So there is no mistake
· John means for us to read every word of this Gospel with the clear, solid, amazed knowledge that Jesus Christ was with God and was God and that the one who laid down his life for us created the universe. 
· John wants you to know and believe in a magnificent Savior. 
· Whatever else you may enjoy about Jesus, John wants you to know and treasure Jesus in his infinite majesty.

Why “Word”?
· But still we should ask, Why did he choose to call Jesus “the Word”? 
· “In the beginning was the Word.” 
· My answer to that question is this: 
· Because Jesus is the expressed fullness of God’s message to creation
· John In Revelation 19:13 describes Jesus’ glorious return this way: 
· “He is clothed in a robe dipped in blood, and the name by which he is called is The Word of God.” 
· Jesus is called The Word of God, as he returns to earth. 
· Two verses later in Revelation 19:15 John says, 
· “From his mouth comes a sharp sword”
·  A clear reference to “the sword of the Spirit which is the word of God” from Ephesians 6:17

· So as John begins his Gospel, 
· He has in view all the revelation, all the truth, all the witness, all the glory, all the light, all the words that come out of Jesus in his living and teaching and dying and rising, and he sums up all that revelation of God with the name: He is “the Word”
· Jesus is THE first, final, ultimate, decisive, absolutely true and reliable Word. 
· The meaning is the same as Hebrews 1:1–2: 
· “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son.” 
· The Son of God incarnate is God’s climactic and decisive Word to the world.

Four Observations About Jesus in John 1:1-3
· From the very beginning John wants to tell us four things about Jesus Christ: 
· The time of his existence
· The essence of his identity
· His relationship to God
· And His relationship to the world


The Time of His Existence

· Verse 1: “In the beginning was the Word.” 
· The words “in the beginning” are identical in Greek to the first two words in the Greek Old Testament Genesis 1:1: 
· “In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.” 
· That’s not an accident, 
· Because the first thing John is going to tell us about what Jesus did is that he created the universe. 
· That’s exactly what he says in verse 3. 
· So the words “in the beginning” mean: 
· Before there was any created matter, there was the Word, the Son of God.
· That identifies the time of his existence


The Essence of His Identity
· Verse 1, at the end: “The Word was God.” 
· One of the marks of this Gospel is that the weightiest doctrines are often delivered in the simplest words. 
· This could not get simpler - and it could not get weightier. 
· The Word, who became flesh and dwelt among us, Jesus Christ, was and is God.

· My hope for our series on the Gospel of John is that in it, week after week we will get to know God better.
· The very essence of Jesus’ identify is that he IS God

His Relationship to God
· Verse 1, the middle of the verse: 
· “The Word was with God.” 
· “In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.” 
· This is the heart of the great historic doctrine of the Trinity. 
· Let this simple straightforward statement stand in your mind and sink into your heart: 
· The Word, Jesus Christ was with God, and he was God. He is God, and he has a relationship with God. 
· From before time, before creation a community of love existed among the Godhead, the Trinity, the Father, Son and Spirit
· Their relationship, it’s purity of love and unity are beyond comprehension.
· And we have been invited into it
· We were created to enjoy the perfect love they share with one another
· Concerning the nature of the Trinity theologian Dr. C. Baxter Kruger says:
· “The Bible tells us that the Father loves the Son and that the Son loves the Father and that they share all things in the love and unchained fellowship of the Spirit. Nothing that could be said about God is more fundamental than this mutual love and this fellowship… Everything else to be said about God is a variation on this theme, a description of this relationship of Father, Son and Spirit. When we talk about the love of God, we are talking about the relationship of the Father, Son and Spirit. When we talk about the holiness of God, we are trying to describe the wholeness and purity and integrity, the beauty, of the fellowship of the Trinity. When we talk about the righteousness of God, we are talking about the sheer rightness of their relationship. When we talk about the fullness of God or the blessedness of God, we are talking about the unbridled life, the irrepressible joy and unspeakable goodness of the Father, Son and Spirit. To believe in the Trinity means that we believe that God is a relational being.” ~ C. Baxter Kruger 

· Which leads me to my final point today…

His Relationship to the World
· Verses 2 - 3: “He was in the beginning with God. All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made.” 
· The Word who became flesh and dwelt among us, taught us, healed us, exhorted us, protected us, loved us, and died for us, rose for us and is coming back for us…
· He created  us, he created the universe, he created all that is
· And why? For relationship
· The magnitude and vastness of creation speaks to the extravagance of God’s love for us.
· He made all that is so we could have a place to hang out together.
· Verse 14 “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us”
· Dwelt: skēnoō (ski-na-o) means…
· To fix one’s tent and abide in it, to live in it!
· Creation was setting the table
· The Incarnation is Jesus coming to dinner
· Relationship, it’s all about relationship! 
· And it was God’s purposed design from before the beginning.
· Let me end today’s message with one more quote from Dr. Kruger concerning the Incarnation:
· “It was not the Fall of Adam…, that set God’s agenda; it was the decision to share the great dance with us through Jesus. Adam’s plunge certainly threatened God’s dreams for us, but that threat had been anticipated and already strategically overcome in the predestination of the incarnation. Jesus Christ did not become human to fix the fall; he became human to accomplish the eternal purpose of our adoption, and in order to bring our adoption to pass, the Fall had to be called to a halt and undone…. Jesus is not a footnote to Adam and his Fall; the Fall, and indeed creation itself, is a footnote to the purpose of God in Jesus Christ.” ~ C. Baxter Kruger, Jesus and the Undoing of Adam
· And that purpose is our adoption as sons and daughters of God.
· Saint Paul sums it up well in Ephesians 1:4-6
· 4 For he chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will - 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves.

Let’s Pray
· In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning with God. 3 All things were made through him, and without him was not anything made that was made. ~ John 1:1-3
· Oh God help us live the fullness of your purpose
· In the full purpose of Creation and the Incarnation
· As your beloved sons and daughters

· Ministry Time?

