Grace 2

Intro
· Open Bibles to Romans 5
· Last Week
· Sick with flu
· Only 2nd time
· Thankful for Rinda Dean
· Grace 1
· Classic Grace Verses Ephesians 2:8-9
· For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - 9 not by works, so that no one can boast.
· For it is by the absolute, 100% free, no strings attached, unearned, undeserved, unmerited gift of God’s favor that we have been “rescued” by “trust in Him”.
· Today
· I want to take a look at God’s Amazing Grace from, Romans 5
· Read and Pray: Romans 5:12-20
12 Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all people, because all sinned - 
13 To be sure, sin was in the world before the law was given, but sin is not charged against anyone’s account where there is no law. 14 Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam, who is a pattern of the one to come.
15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 16 Nor can the gift of God be compared with the result of one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and brought justification. 17 For if, by the trespass of the one man, death reigned through that one man, how much more will those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one man, Jesus Christ!
18 Consequently, just as one trespass resulted in condemnation for all people, so also one righteous act resulted in justification and life for all people. 19 For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
20 The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, 21 so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.
· You cannot put new wine into an old wine skin
· Jesus made that plainly clear in Matthew 9
· You cannot put grace into law
· It would like trying to stuff an elephant into a Ziploc sandwich baggie
· You cannot put authentic, relational Christianity demonstrated in the life of Jesus and stuff it into a performance based institutional structure or system
· It just doesn’t fit
· Because that’s not how loving relationships work
· You cannot put new ways of thinking into old ways of thinking
· That’s why we need to…
· “Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past. See, I am doing a new thing! Now it springs up; do you not perceive it?" Isaiah 43:18-19

2015: The first two Sundays of the year I shared….
· Change and Trust God
· That CV was facing significant changes 
· Name, website, 40 days, new small groups, outreach
· New name and website are outward signs of change
· We need to trust God
· Change is disruptive to the status quo
· People are not at their emotional or relational best when they’re disrupted
· We need to keep our hope and trust in God
· He’s good
· He loves us
· He’s with us and for us
· We can trust him
· Hold loosely
· The winds of change are blowing
· Change is coming, it’s at hand
· Our hands need to be free to catch what the Holy Spirit is bringing on the wind
· We need to hold loosely to people, possessions and positions
· Redeem, restore, reconcile
· 40 days
· We have invited the Father to our house
· His arms are full with gifts for his children
· He’s coming to redeem, restore and reconcile
· Redeem:
· Take what the enemy has meant for evil and use it for good
· Restore:
· What has been lost or stolen in 2011-2014
· Reconcile:
· Returning the hearts of the fathers to the children and the children to their mothers and father
· Broken relationships healed
· All of this is an expression of God’s amazing grace
· Let’s look at Romans 5


Context of Romans 5
· This epistle is a letter of introduction
· The Apostle Paul is introducing himself to the church in Rome
· He wrote to assure the Roman Christians that his message was indeed the Gospel of the grace of God in Christ Jesus.
· You see rumors had spread that Paul was preaching a false gospel
· The religious legalist of the day opposed the concept of salvation by grace through faith.
· And would contradict Paul’s message
· Either before or after he visited a city
· The message of God’s grace in Christ Jesus continues to be contradicted to this very day
· Some things never seem to change

· The church in Rome was a mix of Jews and Gentiles
· There was an ongoing tension between these two groups of believers
· The big issue in Rome and in this letter is: 
· “How can anyone get right with God”
· Paul makes it clear that neither group has an edge or advantage
· Jew’s didn’t have an advantage because they were Jews
· Gentiles didn’t have an advantage because they weren’t
· Earlier in this letter Paul makes it clear that “…all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God”
· Romans 3:23
· Even so, the good news of the gospel is this:
· That forgiveness, acceptance and new life of the Spirit come to all, Jew or Gentile as God’s free gift to be received by faith.

· Book in Two Parts:
· Chapter 1-11
· Speak of what God has done for all who believe
· While chapters 12-16 
· Show how believers ought to live in response to the lavish grace of God
· Chapter 5
· Could easily be titled Grace Reigns!
· And it’s why I’ve chosen it for today’s second message on grace.

· Verses 12-21
· In verses 12 through 21 Paul is explaining the Gospel using the language of “Two Men”
· Adam and Christ
· Paul provides a contrast between the Work of Adam and the Work of Christ in verse 15
· 15 But the gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to the many! 
· Summarizing his point in verse 19
· For just as through the disobedience of the one man the many were made sinners, so also through the obedience of the one man the many will be made righteous.
· In verses 20-21 Paul address the purpose of the law and the reign of grace.
· Well worth your time if you’re seeking biblical text for your personal study
· This morning I want to focus on verse 20

Verse 20
· NIV: The law was brought in so that the trespass might increase. But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,
· The law increased sin
· Isn’t that something
· You haven’t broken a law unless there is a law
· If there’s no speed limit, you can’t break it
· In Galatians 5:1 Paul wrote:
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· Paul is talking about the law
· Make no mistake, the yoke of slavery, Paul is talking about is the law
· Religious law, Old Covenant Law
· To this day we love our rules and regulations
· But consider this,
· Every time the church creates more laws, sin increases
· Our need to control only makes matters worse
· Let me tell you a story
· Story of Christine and Phill
· Analogy of the stop sign

· The second half of verse 20
· But where sin increased, grace increased all the more,
· The power of but!
· Sin increased and grace came in over the top
· Sin saw your bet and raised you
· Grace went all in with THE winning hand
· Grace increased all the more!

Translations:
· Let’s look at how different translators communicate that phrase:
· NASB: The Law came in so that the transgression would increase; but where sin increased, grace abounded all the more,
· All the more
· NLT: God's law was given so that all people could see how sinful they were. But as people sinned more and more, God's wonderful grace became more abundant.
· More abundant
· Darby Bible Translation: But law came in, in order that the offence might abound; but where sin abounded grace has over-abounded,
· Over Abounded
· Amplified Bible:  But then Law came in, [only] to expand and increase the trespass [making it more apparent and exciting opposition]. But where sin increased and abounded, grace (God’s unmerited favor) has surpassed it and increased the more and superabounded,
· Grace surpassed sin
· Grace increased all the more over sin
· Grace super-abounded over sin
· Aramaic Bible in Plain English: But there was the introduction to The Written Law that sin would increase, and wherever sin increased, there grace superabounded.
· Grace superabounded
· I like that – super abounding grace
· It reminds me of 1st week’s message, Ephesians 2:4-7
· 4 But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5 made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved. 6 And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7 in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus
· God’s grace is not weak, cheap or lacking
· Is there anything expressed in these verses that gives even the slightest indication that God’s grace is:
· Weak – Thin – Slim – Fragile – Insufficient - Cheap?
· Or in short supply
· It doesn’t seem to matter how vast the supply of sin might be
· The greater the sin, the more super-abounding the grace
· God is better than we previously thought
· He’s more good 
· And more loving than you could have hoped or dreamed
· He’s more gracious than we deserve

Fiorello LaGuardia Illustration
· Read you an excerpt of Brennan Manning’s Ragamuffin Gospel
· It illustrates well super-abundant grace 
· From pages 91-92

This story is told about Fiorello LaGuardia, who, when he was mayor of New York City during the worst days of the Great Depression and all of WWII, was called by adoring New Yorkers 'the Little Flower' because he was only five foot four and always wore a carnation in his lapel. He was a colorful character who used to ride the New York City fire trucks, raid speakeasies with the police department, take entire orphanages to baseball games, and whenever the New York newspapers were on strike, he would go on the radio and read the Sunday funnies to the kids. One bitterly cold night in January of 1935, the mayor turned up at a night court that served the poorest ward of the city. LaGuardia dismissed the judge for the evening and took over the bench himself. 

Within a few minutes, a tattered old woman was brought before him, charged with stealing a loaf of bread. She told LaGuardia that her daughter's husband had deserted her, her daughter was sick, and her two grandchildren were starving. But the shopkeeper, from whom the bread was stolen, refused to drop the charges. "It's a real bad neighborhood, your Honor." the man told the mayor. "She's got to be punished to teach other people around here a lesson." LaGuardia sighed. He turned to the woman and said "I've got to punish you. The law makes no exceptions - ten dollars or ten days in jail." But even as he pronounced sentence, the mayor was already reaching into his pocket. He extracted a bill and tossed it into his famous sombrero saying: "Here is the ten dollar fine which I now remit; and furthermore I am going to fine everyone in this courtroom fifty cents for living in a town where a person has to steal bread so that her grandchildren can eat. Mr. Baliff, collect the fines and give them to the defendant." So the following day the New York City newspapers reported that $47.50 was turned over to a bewildered old lady who had stolen a loaf of bread to feed her starving grandchildren, fifty cents of that amount being contributed by the red-faced grocery store owner, while some seventy petty criminals, people with traffic violations, and New York City policemen, each of whom had just paid fifty cents for the privilege of doing so, gave the mayor a standing ovation.
· Isn’t that a great story? Super abundant grace indeed!
Biblical Expressions of Super Abundance
· We can appreciate the kindness of Mayor LaGuardia
· But wrestle with the super-abundant grace of God
· This kind of extravagance seem like foolishness to our rational mind
· But we have a God who loves with a great and lavish love (1 John 3:1)
· Consider creation
· He created all that exist, the entire universe, that we might have a place to meet with him
· What else does scripture have to say about the way our God operates?

· Isaiah 59:19 NKJV
· “When the enemy comes in like a flood, The Spirit of the Lord will lift up a standard against him.”
· Sounds like a great Old Testament rendering of Romans 5:20
· When sin comes in like a flood, the Holy Spirit raises up a standard against it 
· And that standard is called grace!
· 2 Corinthians 9:8
· 8 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good work.
· Bless abundantly
· So that in ALL things
· At ALL times
· Having ALL you need
· You will abound!
· Ephesians 3:20-21
· 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.
· Verse 20
· Immeasurably more
· How much more is immeasurably more
· It’s infinitely more!
· More than ALL we can ask or imagine
· How much can you imagine?
· I have a wildly vivid imagination
· We have an extravagant God!
· Consider Luke 9:16-17 Loaves and Fish
· 16 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke them. Then he gave them to the disciples to distribute to the people. 17 They all ate and were satisfied, and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces that were left over.
· What a beautiful picture of God’s nature
· What an amazing illustration of his great grace
· 12 basketfuls sounds like a super-abundance to me
· The grace of God is truly amazing!
· Fr. Robert Farrar Capon quote:
· "May we always run the risk of overemphasizing grace, for it is a risk that will never be realized." 



Monday Morning Take Away
· If God has been this lavish in his grace toward us,
· His super-abundant grace toward us
· Maybe we can be more gracious to ourselves
· Maybe it really isn’t all about our performance
· Or how good we are?
· Maybe it really is all about how good our God is!
· Maybe it’s time that you allow yourself to fully accept this free gift of God’s super-abundant grace.
· What is it that you’re struggling to forgive yourself over today?
· There is super-abundant grace for you
· Especially for that, that very things that’s just came to mind
· Right now, this very day
· Close your eyes and let’s pray into that for you right now.
· Pray as Spirit leads
· Lord, where sin abounds in our lives, may grace super-abound today, right now
· Lord set your people free today!

· And if that’s so, 
· If God has been that loving and gracious toward us
· Maybe we can be gracious to others
· Is there someone you’re angry with
· Have they disappointed you
· Have they sinned against you
· I completely understand how tempting it is to respond in kind but…
· What about grace?
· What about love?
· Jesus said:
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. 35 By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” ~ John 13:34-35
· Is there a brother or sister in Christ that you can extend grace and love to?
· What about an enemy? Matthew 5:43-47
· 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘Love your neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, 45 that you may be children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous. 46 If you love those who love you, what reward will you get? Are not even the tax collectors doing that? 47 And if you greet only your own people, what are you doing more than others? Do not even pagans do that?
· Has someone in your life set themselves up as your enemy?
· Do they lie about you?
· Make false accusation about?
· Harshly judge you?
· Misunderstand your motives?
· Imagine the amazing combined power or love and grace.
· What if this isn’t a test but an opportunity?
· What if that person is your opportunity to be more like Jesus?
· To love like Jesus loves
· To extend grace like Jesus does

· Let’s Pray
· Let’s pray for our enemies this morning
· Pray blessing
· Pray grace
· Pray love

