A Fresh Start

I Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to Luke 6:27-36

2.  Last Week was is Pentecost Sunday
A.  I told you that historically Pentecost marked a new beginning for THE church.
a.  It appears to have marked a new beginning for our church, The Bridge as well
B.  Last week we looked at Jesus’ words is Matthew 6
a.  In it Jesus was saying that no matter what are circumstances are, we can trust God.
C.  Last week I mentioned some of the challenging circumstances facing our church:
a.  Long standing members deciding to leave the church
b.  The impact on our budget
c.  Our expiring lease and the likely hood of relocating the church
d.  Through it all I reminded you that we can trust God
D.  I shared some biblical insight into God making big things smaller
a.  John 15, pruning
b.  Hebrews 10:9, God takes away to establish
c.  Gideon’s army in Judges 7
d.  And that little was much in God’s hands from Matthew 14
i.  Multiplying the loaves and fish
E.  Additionally we reviewed some revelation I’d received earlier in the year about coming church changes
a.  New Deal
b.  Dandelion
F.  We talked about choices
a.  We choose to trust
i.  Proverbs 3:5-6 “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.”
b.  We choose not to fear
c.  We choose to love
d.  We choose to move forward
e.  We choose to follow God wherever He leads
G.  We had a time of Q&A

3.  Today I want to talk about: A Fresh Start
A.  I want to tell you God has done
B.  What are plan is going forward

4.  Read and Pray Luke 6:27-36
Love for Enemies
    27 “But to you who are listening I say: Love your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, pray for those who mistreat you. 29 If someone slaps you on one cheek, turn to them the other also. If someone takes your coat, do not withhold your shirt from them. 30 Give to everyone who asks you, and if anyone takes what belongs to you, do not demand it back. 31 Do to others as you would have them do to you.
   32 “If you love those who love you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who are good to you, what credit is that to you? Even sinners do that. 34 And if you lend to those from whom you expect repayment, what credit is that to you? Even sinners lend to sinners, expecting to be repaid in full. 35 But love your enemies, do good to them, and lend to them without expecting to get anything back. Then your reward will be great, and you will be children of the Most High, because he is kind to the ungrateful and wicked. 36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
Judging Others
    37 “Do not judge, and you will not be judged. Do not condemn, and you will not be condemned. Forgive, and you will be forgiven. 38 Give, and it will be given to you. A good measure, pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it will be measured to you.”
a.  Highlight or underline that first part of verse 38 where Jesus says: “Give, and it will be given to you.” I’ll get back to it.

II What God has Done
1.  Saturday: Jim & Mims
A.  Nadine talked with Mims
a.  Don’t tell anyone but for all her tough exterior Nadine is a very tenderhearted lady
b.  Jim called back
i.  Encouraged me and prayed for us
ii.  It was powerful

2.  Sunday: Encouraging service
A.  Worship
B.  Atmosphere of hope and faith
C.  But by Sunday night my faith & hope started leaking out

3.  Monday: The Building
A.  Neal
B.  Donna
C.  Sal
D.  Phone call 10 AM
E.  Visit facility 2:30

4.  This is what we saw
A.  Show pictures of the Building
a.  Point Church uses the facility on Sunday nights only
b.  It comes fully equipped
i.  Chairs, Sound system, Front Steps are being repaired
ii.  New front door…
iii.  Landscaping, snow removal
iv.  Parking across the street in the Post Office parking lot
B.  It went on the market Friday
a.  Half our current rent
b.  Utilities included
c.  Option to buy
d.  Two other church had already seen it by Monday afternoon
e.  Nadine and I hit it off nicely with the pastor
f.  I knew this wasn’t going to last long so I said let’s go for it
C.  After we saw the building I heard God speak to my heart the first half of Luke 6:38 “Give and it will be given to you.”
a.  I didn’t know how God would provide the resources but I believed if He could provide the facility that he could provide the money as well
b.  We would need
· $2000 rent
· $2000 security
· $2000 real estate agent’s commission
· Relocation expenses

5.  Tuesday: The Resources
A.  Someone gave the church a very generous donation
B.  More than enough to cover our relocation expenses and give us a small cushion for the first time in over a year.

6.  Wednesday: Building is ours
A.  Real Estate Agent called
B.  Building is off the market
C.  They like us and want us to rent it
D.  Just a matter of logistics, paper work

III Our Plan going forward
1.  I’ll handle the logistics
A.  Talk to current landlord
B.  Cancel utilities
C.  Moved office to my house
D.  PO Box / Change of Address

2.  We need you time, your energy and your money
A.  Time & Energy
a.  Cancel all church activities 6/20 - 6/30 except food pantry on 22th
b.  Church will be open every night from 6/20 - 6/30 to pack and clean
i.  Bring boxes if you have them
c.  Sunday 6/26 work day: dumpster & moving truck
i.  Everything will go in one or the other
B.  Still need your money
a.  Even with this week’s generous offering we still have bills to pay
b.  We’ll take up and offering and have a closing prayer in the building as we leave this place.

3.  What do we do with all our stuff?
A.  I want to keep whatever we will need in the new building
a.  And I’d like to give the rest away
b.  "Give and it will be given to you"
B.  54 George streets has almost everything we need but
a.  We should keep white tables
b.  Most of our sound equipment
c.  Coffee pots
d.  Pot Luck serving trays
e.  Office equipment/supplies: computers, printer, copier, whiteboard
i.  Already been moved to my house
C.  All the doors are opened today, help yourself to…
a.  Photographs on the wall in what use to be Kari’s office
b.  Books in Tim's old office
c.  Books in my office
d.  Pictures and banners on the walls
i.  Except Neal's art work
e.  Food from food pantry
i.  If you have need please help yourself
· Next week is last day of food pantry
· Unfortunately in all of this we lose the food pantry
· Angelo will collect whatever we have left over and bring it to other local food pantries.
f.  Do you need chairs?
g.  Book shelves?
h.  A Filing Cabinet?
i.  A desk?
j.  A couch?
k.  Shelving in the food pantry?
D.  I don’t want to pay $500 a month to store these things
a.  Adds up quick

4.  Can we bless other ministries?
A.  Local church
B.  Josh Young

5.  By Next Sunday everything must go
A.  Either in a dumpster or a moving truck
B.  After that we’ll have a few days to give this place a final cleaning and be out by June 30th
C.  Our first Sunday at the new facility will be July 3rd 

6.  Changes Ahead
A.  Adjusting to the new place physically & spiritually
B.  So much of what we have done here has been on automatic pilot
a.  As time goes on we’ll figure it all out and make the needed adjustments
C.  We will need to play nice with others
a.  We will utilize the building most of the week but it is still their building
b.  I see opportunity for some joint activities and relationship building
D.  There is an option to buy the new building
a.  They may sell the building within a year
b.  Asking $400K
c.  Maybe some of our more financially savvy members can beginning looking at ways we might be able to finance a purchase?
d.  In the 18 or so years we have been here we have spent about $500K in rent
e.  It would be nice to build equity
f.  

7.  Last Sunday I reminded you that God was worthy of our trust
A.  24 hours later he proved it
B.  We can trust him - He IS with us
C.  This church, this loving community of faith NOT die
D.  God has a plan for us and it is for our good!
E.  Please pray
a.  Change is hard work
b.  For others change is just hard
c.  That we love one another in this transition
d.  Pray for me and Na
e.  Pray for Babylon
f.  For our new landlords: Point Church
g.  Pray for old friends who have left and the new friends we’re about to meet
h.  Thank God for his goodness
i.  Ask Him for continued provision

8.  Q&A

9.  Ministry time
