Gifts of the Spirit 2

I Intro
1. Open Bibles to 1 Corinthians 12:4-11

2. Last week
A. I began a new series on the Gifts of the Spirit
a. We’re using 1 Corinthians 12 as our road map
B. Saint Paul wrote this letter to the church at Corinth
a. Corinth was a wild and crazy party town
b. Commentator Leon Morris describes Corinth as “intellectually alert, materially prosperous and morally corrupt.”
C. The theme is: “living the Christian lifestyle in a pagan society”
a. In the first half of the epistle Paul is correcting problems in the church
b. In the second half he’s offering instruction
c. In chapter 12 Paul is offering specific instruction on gifts of the Spirit
d. “Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware.” ~ 1 Corinthians 12:1
D. To Sum Up Paul’s Instructions Concerning Gifts of the Spirit in 1 Corinthians 12
a. He doesn’t want us ignorant concerning the Gifts
b. The one true and same God is the only source of these Gifts
c. There is a diversity of gifts given by the same God as he determines
d. The gifts are given for the good of the community
e. And they are interdependent on one another

3. Today I’ll continue laying foundation for the series
A. I’ll be drawing upon some old Vineyard resources I rediscovered among the myriad volumes in my personal library.
B. Lots and lots of Scripture today, you may want to take notes
a. I do this out of respect for you and our church’s history
b. CCC’s founder was and is an excellent bible teacher
c. My emphasis on the gifts is new for many
d. I want to take advantage of your firmly established confidence in the word of God to communicate the authenticity, the validity of this new emphasis on spiritual gifts

4. Read and pray 1 Corinthians 12:4-11
A. 4 Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit. 5 And there are varieties of ministries, and the same Lord. 6 There are varieties of effects, but the same God who works all things in all persons.7 But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8 For to one is given the word of wisdom through the Spirit, and to another the word of knowledge according to the same Spirit; 9 to another faith by the same Spirit, and to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10 and to another the effecting of miracles, and to another prophecy, and to another the distinguishing of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, and to another the interpretation of tongues. 11 But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.
B. OK, let’s continue laying a solid foundation

II The Body of Christ
1. As the Body of Christ we’re called to continue the ministry of Jesus
A. In John 13:15 Jesus said “I have set you an example that you should do as I have done for you.”
B. To understand our ministry we need to understand Jesus’
a. What did Jesus do?

2. Jesus did many things, here are at least these three:
A. Reveal the Father
a. In John 17:6, 25-26 Jesus prays: “I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word… 
b. “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
B. Jesus Reconcile Man to God
a. 2 Corinthians 5:17-18 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ..”
C. Undo the works of the devilowHow did Jesus accomplich this?
a. 1 John 3:8 “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil’s work.”
b. Jesus undid the works of the enemy
D. And Jesus did so much more…
a. John 21:25 “Jesus did many other things as well. If every one of them were written down, I suppose that even the whole world would not have room for the books that would be written.”

3. How did Jesus accomplish this?
A. By the power of the Holy Spirit
a. Peter preaching in Acts 10:37-38 “You know what has happened throughout the province of Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”
B. Dependence on the Father
a. In John 5: 19 Jesus said “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.”

4. Therefore what are we called to do?
A. We’re called to reveal the Father’s Love
a. We have the privilege of communicating with actions and word the message of the Father’s lavish and extravagant love to a lost and hurting world.
b. 1 John 3:1 “See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!”
B. We’re to be agents of reconciliation between God and man
a. 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! 18 All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.20 We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God.”
C. We’re to undo the works of the enemy
a. When sending out the 12 disciples Jesus said in Matthew 10:7-8 “As you go, proclaim this message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ 8 Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those who have leprosy, drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give.”
b. Proclamation and demonstration of the kingdom

5. How do we do what Jesus did?
A. We do this with kingdom authority and power
a. Matthew 28:18-20 “Then Jesus came to them and said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. 19 Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.”
b. Authority means we’ve been given permission
c. Power means we’ve been granted ability
d. Luke 10:19 “I have given you authority to trample on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; nothing will harm you.”
B. We do this in the power of the Holy Spirit
a. Luke 9:1-2 “When Jesus had called the Twelve together, he gave them power and authority to drive out all demons and to cure diseases, 2 and he sent them out to proclaim the kingdom of God and to heal the sick.”
C. We do what Jesus did by utilizing the Gifts of the Spirit
a. We too do what we see the Father doing
b. The ability to see what the father is doing is a spiritual gift
c. John 5:19 “the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing”
i. If the Son can do nothing by himself, what can we do?
ii. Sees: (blepo): perceive by the senses

III What are Spiritual Gifts
1. Spiritual Gifts are Gracelets
A. I believe it was Peter Wagner who coined the term “gracelets” 
a. Gracelets are little portions of God’s grace
B. Gracelets or Spiritual Gifts are manifestations of the Spirit that communicate and demonstrate God’s love and power.

2. We’re gifted to serve
A. The gifts are given to us to use for others
a. We’re blessed to be a blessing
B. Gifts are given not earned
a. They’re not trophies dispensed as prizes for faithful or long service
b. Given to the mature and the immature
i. Given to the responsible and the irresponsible.
c. Romans 11:29 “for God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.”
d. That’s why we see very gifted people do very stupid things
e. You can be extremely anointed and absolutely wrong both at the same time.
C. Spiritual Gifts are tools
a. Tools which enable the believer to effect the ministry required
b. In other words, they are spiritual empowering which equip the believer for service

3. How do we learn to operate in spiritual gifts?
A. OJT: On the Job Training
a. We learn by doing
b. As John Wimber used to say it’s “more caught than taught”
B. Jesus’ Discipleship Loop
a. Watch someone do it
b. Join in and participate
c. Do it on your own
d. Let someone else do it
C. Everyone gets to play
a. That’s why it get’s messy
b. God seems to be ok with messy
i. And so am I
D. An atmosphere of love is extremely helpful
a. 1 Corinthians 14:1 “Follow the way of love and eagerly desire gifts of the Spirit, especially prophecy.”
b. An atmosphere where we’re secure in God’s love for us and we actively loving one another
c. Spiritual gifts are developed in a climate where risk-taking is encouraged and it’s safe to make mistakes.
d. Perfectionism and a performance based model of Christianity are destructive and hinder the development of spiritual gifts
E. Tactile not Cerebral
a. Spiritual gifts are developed where others can be observed exercising gifts
b. The gifts do not come in an exclusively academic setting
c. The gifts are not a cerebral exercise
d. They are not discovered by research 
e. The gifts are given sovereignly by God and are experienced by men and women
f. In John 10:27 Jesus said “My sheep listen to my voice; I know them, and they follow me.”
i. He didn’t say my sheep read my book
ii. Listening is experiential
iii. To be followers of Jesus we need ears that hear his voice

4. How do we get spiritual gifts?
A. We ask God
a. “You do not have because you do not ask God.” James 4:2
B. We trust God
a. Luke 11:11-13 “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!”
b. We have a good Dad, we can trust Him concerning the gifts of the Holy Spirit.
C. Empowerment: 
a. Speaking of the Holy Spirit
i. We need the baptism of the Spirit
b. Acts 2:1-3 “When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they were sitting.3 They saw what seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of them. 4 All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.”
c. The apostles needed the baptism of the Holy Spirit and so do we.
d. The Baptism of the Holy Spirit is empowerment for ministry
i. It’s empowerment to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit
D. Impartation
a. 2 Timothy 1:6 “For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands.”
i. It’s transferable, often by the laying on of hands
b. Freely we have received, freely we give
E. After that: Training
a. Discipleship loop
i. Show and tell method
b. Practice
i. That’s why in my Spiritual Gifts Workshop we had practical exercises as well as instruction
c. You can’t learn to swim from reading a book or hearing a lecture.
i. At some point you’ve got to get in the water

5. My Experience (be descriptive)
A. This is how it worked for me concerning prophetic gifts
B. I was provoked to jealousy in the most wonderful way
a. Very gifted people came to my church and told amazing stories of their experiences with God
b. I wanted to experience God in that way too!
c. “God does not show favoritism” Acts 10:34
d. If God did it for them, he’ll do it for me too.
C. Asked and keep on asking: 
a. For years I prayed: 
b. “Lord give me eyes that see and ears that hear!”
c. I never desired to be some famous iterant prophetic minister
d. I just wanted to have intimate experiences with my God
D. Impartation from anyone who had what I wanted
a. Bob Jones, Paul Keith Davis, John Paul Jackson, Jim Driscoll and many others
b. If they had it, I wanted it and I asked for it
E. Risk: step out in faith and try
a. Outreaches
b. Church services
c. Personal ministry settings
i. Often it would start with these words…
ii. When I look at you I see…
iii. And God would reveal something to me
F. As a result I see spiritually and hear spiritually better today than I did a10 years ago
a. God has given me eyes to see not because I’m good but because he’s good and kind and generous and he loves me
b. I don’t see perfectly, I see in part, I know in part
c. But it’s a bigger part today than it was when I started

IV What’s Next
1. In the weeks to come I’m going to use the metaphoric language of the human body from 1 Corinthians 12 to break the gifts down into four groups
A. The gifts of discernment: the Eyes of God
a. Wisdom, knowledge and discernment
B. The gifts of power: the Hand of God
a. Faith, healing and miracles
C. The gifts of speech: the Mouth of God
a. Prophecy, tongues and interpretation
D. The gifts of passion: the Heart of God
a. Mercy, encouragement and service

2. After that we’ll explore other gifts mentioned in scripture

3. For each I’ll briefly cover
A. What is the gift?
a. I’ll offer definitions
B. What is it’s purpose
a. What is this gifts area of use
C. How does it work
a. Receiving the gift, what is it’s application
D. Offer some biblical models

V Ministry Time
1. Who has never had someone pray for them for the baptism of the Holy Spirit and you want it today?
2. Who feels like you’re spiritually out of gas and need more?
3. Come up here and let’s pray
4. Pray for the Baptism of the Holy Spirit
A. Relax
B. Shields down
C. Open your spirit
D. Ask God to empower you with His gifts
