· Going Forward

· Through the prophet Isaiah God tells us to "Forget the former things; do not dwell on the past.”
The Apostle Paul’s exhortation – “Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”
· Jesus said that "No one who puts his hand to the plow and looks back is fit for service in the kingdom of God"

· Jesus cryptically warns us to "remember Lot's wife". Who rejected the angel's warning, looked back, and was tuned into a pillar of salt.

· Personal mantra: “Enjoy the good days, endure the bad and just keep going forward.”
· I started the year warning that we’d hit a storm but God would take us to the other side.
· I'm going forward and I invite you to join me.

Friendship with God 2010
I. Open Bibles to John 15:12-17 NASB
1. Last Week: Maurice filled in for me while I officiated at Joe & Jess Sparanza’s wedding

A. Thanks Maurice for pinch hitting
B. The wedding was great

2. Three Weeks ago: Knowing Christ

A. Key verse was Phil. 3:10

a. I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death
B. The prize isn’t salvation it’s relationship (verses 13-14)

a. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.

b. There’s isn’t any pressing, straining or winning a free gift

i. Salvation is a free gift

c. But there IS pressing,  there IS straining and there ARE prizes to be won as we develop intimate relationships

d. That’s why Paul could say (vs. 8)

i. “…I consider everything a loss compared to the surpassing greatness of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord…”
C. Intellectual vs. Intimate Knowledge

a. The suffering and death of verse 10 and loss in verse 8 have nothing to do with an academic knowledge and everything to do with an intimate knowing

b. I won’t lose, suffer or die for a concept, theology or doctrine

c. I will lose, suffer and die for an intimate friend

d. It’s all about Relationship, knowing Christ

3. Two Weeks Ago: Safe Vs. Good

A. Text was Psalm 24 – verses 8 & 10 ask the question

a. “Who is this King of Glory?”

b. And I asked you: “Who is YOUR King of Glory?”

i. How do you see Him?

c. I quoted C.S. Lewis’ “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” (book, not movie)

i. Lucy asks the Beavers if Aslan is “safe”. Mr. Beaver offers a profound and insightful response…
“Safe? Who said anything about safe? ‘Course he isn’t safe. But he’s good.”
B. Is Your King of Glory…
a. Too safe, too small, too powerless and too nice to impact your life or..

b. Is He David’s King of Glory is Psalm 24?

i.  Good, Big, Strong, Mighty, Powerful and Ready for Battle?

C. I exhorted you to…

a.  look beyond the deceptions and offenses you may have concerning God

b. See the Lion of the tribe of Judah for who he truly is

c. And go to Him

4. Today I want to continue this theme: Friendship with God

5. Read & Pray: John 15:12-17 NASB
 12 "This is My commandment, that you love one another, just as I have loved you. 

 13 "Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life for his friends. 

 14 "You are My friends if you do what I command you. 

 15 "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you. 

 16 "You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you. 

 17 "This I command you, that you love one another. 

II. Let’s Examine the Text
1. Setting – What’s the context of this dialogue?

A. When: 
a. Passover
b. During the Last Supper
c. The Night he was betrayed
B. Where: The Upper Room
a. After he washes the disciple’s feet

b. After he predicts Judas’ betrayal

c. After he predicts Peter’s denial

d. Before his High Priestly prayer in John 17

e. Before his arrest

C. Who: Alone with his disciple
a. This is private not public time

b. Jesus is with his buddies, his pals, his brothers, his closest friends

c. These are the ones who have been with him the past three years

d. They were there when Jesus

i. Healed the sick

ii. Raised the dead

iii. Cast out demons

iv. Preached the Sermon on the Mount

v. Feed the multitudes

vi. Walked on water

vii. Calmed the storm

viii. Rebuked the Pharisees

ix. Turned over the tables of the money changers

e. They have history, they have stories, they have bonded
f. They walked together, sailed together, ate, laughed, prayed and fought together

g. He LOVED these men and they Loved him!

D. Jesus knew what the next few days held

a. He’s encouraging his friends

i. They don’t know it but they have some extremely hard days ahead

b. He’s telling them what’s most important

c. In this setting, this context Jesus talks about friendship
d. In verse 15 Jesus says…

i. "No longer do I call you slaves, for the slave does not know what his master is doing; but I have called you friends, for all things that I have heard from My Father I have made known to you.” 

e. The NLT says it this way…

i. “I no longer call you slaves, because a master doesn’t confide in his slaves. Now you are my friends, since I have told you everything the Father told me.”

2. Slave vs. Friend

A. Define Slave

a. Strong’s: doulos

i. a slave, bondman, man of servile condition

ii. devoted to another to the disregard of one's own interests

iii. a servant, attendant

b. From the root word “deo” meaning bondage
i. to bind, fasten with chains, to throw into chains

ii. to bind, put under obligation, of the law, duty

c. Slave does not “know” what his master is doing

i. The master hasn’t confided in them

B. Define Friend

a. Strong’s: philos (fē'-los)
i. A friend, an associate

ii. one of the bridegroom's friends who on his behalf asked the hand of the bride and rendered him various services in closing the marriage and celebrating the nuptials

iii. Today we’d call this guy “The Best Man”

· Who was your best man?
· Why did you choose him? 

· The closeness of the relationship

· That’s the concept here

· My brother Robert

iv. A position of honor reflecting their closeness.

b. Friends are in the know

i. They do know
ii. Friends “know’ Jesus everything heard from the Father

C. Friendship with God is a Biblical concept – both Old and New Testament
a. Abraham:

i. 2 Chronicles 20:7, Isaiah 41:8 and James 2:23 refer to Abraham as God’s friend

ii. And the scripture was fulfilled that says, "Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness," and he was called God's friend. James 2:23

b. Moses:

i. Exodus 33:11 says of Moses that…

· The Lord would speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks with his friend.

c. Job

i. In chapter 29:4 Job laments

· Oh, for the days when I was in my prime, when God's intimate friendship blessed my house,

d. John the Baptist

i. In John 3:29 John the Baptist refers to himself as the “Friend of the Bridegroom” Jesus

e. Lazarus

i. In John 11:11 Jesus talking to his disciples refers to Lazarus as “our friend”

f. Judas

i. Matthew 26:50 makes it clear that it is friendship that was betrayed

ii. 47 While he was still speaking, Judas, one of the Twelve, arrived. With him was a large crowd armed with swords and clubs, sent from the chief priests and the elders of the people. 48 Now the betrayer had arranged a signal with them: "The one I kiss is the man; arrest him." 49 Going at once to Jesus, Judas said, "Greetings, Rabbi!" and kissed him.  50 Jesus replied, "Friend, do what you came for.

g. We’ve been satisfied with a cheap substitute, a counterfeit
i. We’ve either traded  Religion for Relationship

· traditions, rules, rituals, regulations for
· Intimacy and love

· Just as sex is a poor substitute for true love, ministry is a poor substitute for true friendship - intimacy with God

ii. Or we’ve traded God for the World

· James 4:4 You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.

III. Practical Application

1. So, which are you?

A. Slave or Friend?

B. Friend or Enemy?

C. How do you know?

a. Slaves go the way of religion

b. Enemies go the way of the world

c. Friends go the way of relationship

i. Intimate and real

2. Basic Truths of Relationship…

A. They take time, their messy and trust is required
a. True of relationships with people and with God

B. You can expect….
a. The need of patience (time)
b. Grace or the ability to cope with chaos (messy)
c. Faith (trust)

i. God is good and he loves me, everything else begins at #3

ii. Where there is no trust, there is no relationship

iii. With the absence of trust is the absence of authentic relationship.

3. What I have learned about Friendship with God

A. I’m no expert but I’ve picked up a few things along the way
a. It’s THE highest place
i. It easily and vastly surpasses power, fame or success

b. It will cost you everything

i. People, possessions and positions

c. And yet it is STILL the best deal you’ve ever been offered

i. And it has been offered t you

4. Practical Tips

A. Don’t keep score

a. Daily Bible reading charts

b. Journal entries

c. Memorizing verses

i. All good stuff but it’s knowledge building not relationship building

ii. And it’s not about performance anyway

B. Go where the life is
a. What has life on it?

b. Do that

c. For me, meditating on scripture has been very effective in this season of my life

C. A little is better than nothing

a. 15 minutes is better than nothing

b. Jim Driscoll “we have to become good at doing things badly”

i. Or we’ll never do anything at all

D. Undivided Time

a. Which is becoming more and more difficult in this day and age

i. How many of you are on the computer while you watch TV?

ii. How many text while talking with someone else?

iii. Multitasking is not an asset to building relationship

b. Intimacy is built when you are alone with someone

c. It’s hard to be intimate

i. In a crowd

ii. With an audience

iii. While you’re doing something else

d. I like to think of it as pillow talk

E. Listen

a. Take time to listen

b. Life giving communication is a two way street

c. Expect the unexpected

i. He may communicate in unusual ways

· A verse, a song, the wind, a sight, a dream, the face of a child, a friend, heck even a sermon!!

· He’s outside our box and often communicates from that place
F. Recap

a. Don’t keep score

b. Go where the life is

c. A little is better than nothing

d. Undivided time

e. Listen

IV. Ministry Time and Close in prayer

