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Week 16

A Brief History of the Church Divided
Roman Catholic / Oriental & Eastern Orthodox / Protestant

I. The word catholic literally means "universal," as in "the universal church." 
Catholic was first used to describe the Christian Church in the early 2nd century to emphasize its universal scope. 
II. During the first few centuries of church history ecclesiastical hierarchies began to be formed within the churches. 
1) Elders (Gr. presbyters) oversaw spiritual matters
2) Bishops/overseers (Gr. episcopos)
3) Pastors/Shepherds (Gr. poimen)
4) Deacons (Gr. diakonos) assisted with physical needs
III. [bookmark: _GoBack]The Bishops would come to take the lead in combatting heresies and clarifying doctrine as issues arose.
The Ecumenical Counsels
The ecumenical councils were official gatherings of church leaders from all over the Christian world (the word ecumenical meaning, “representing the whole of a body of churches”). The purpose of the councils was to discuss various issues of theology and church practice and make binding decisions for the church at large.

1. FIRST COUNCIL OF NICAEA (325) – Rejected Arianism as heresy and affirmed the deity of Christ.

2. FIRST COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (381) – Confirmed rejection of Arianism, augmented the Nicaean Creed, Clarified the nature of the Holy Spirit within the Trinity – still as God, but proceeding from the Father.

3. COUNCIL OF EPHESUS (431) – Clarified the nature of Christ’s personhood as both fully God and fully man and reaffirmed Nicaea. 
4. COUNCIL OF CHALCEDON (451) – Clarified the teaching concerning Christ’s nature and person, including the “hypostatic union.” (Christ’s two natures are united yet distinct) 
5. SECOND COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (553) – Confirmed the conclusions of the first four councils.
6. THIRD COUNCIL OF CONSTANTINOPLE (680–681) – Clarified the nature of Christ’s two wills.
7. SECOND COUNCIL OF NICAEA (787) – Established guidelines for the veneration of images. 
(Some Protestants reject this council, while accepting the Council of Hieria of 754, which rejected the veneration of icons.)

Oriental Orthodox Church
The Oriental Othodox church split from the rest of the church in disagreement with the conclusions of the Council of Chalcedon in 451. 
And if by grace, then it cannot be based on works; if it were, grace would no longer be grace. (Romans 11:6).

The Great Schism Between East and West
IV. The Great Schism is the title given to the rift that formed in the Church in the eleventh century (1054) A.D. 
V. The combination of economic and political turmoil, geographical and linguistic distances created a rift that caused the eventual estrangement of West from East.
VI. Very few Western theologians spoke Greek, and instead wrote and spoke primarily in Latin.
VII. This separation led to the division of the "Roman Catholic" or Western Church, and the "Greek Orthodox” or Eastern Church
The Eastern Orthodox Church

· Equal authority of church tradition and Scripture
· Discouragement of individuals interpreting the Bible apart from tradition
· The perpetual virginity of Mary
· Prayer for the dead
· Baptism of infants without reference to individual responsibility and faith
· The possibility of receiving salvation after death
· The possibility of losing salvation
· A heavy focus on icons (religious imagery) as part of worship

What’s the Protest All About?

VIII. The Protestant Reformation was a widespread theological revolt in Europe against the abuses and totalitarian control of the Roman Catholic Church. 
Reformers such as Martin Luther in Germany, Ulrich Zwingli in Switzerland, and John Calvin in France protested various unbiblical practices of the Catholic Church and promoted a return to sound biblical doctrine. 

IX. Apostolic succession. This doctrine claims that the line of Roman Catholic popes extends through the centuries all the way from the apostle Peter to the current pope. 
X. The precipitating event of the Protestant Reformation is generally considered to be Luther’s posting of his Ninety-five Theses on the door of the Wittenberg Church on October 31, 1517.
XI. Luther felt that church officials were teaching people that they could literally buy their way into the kingdom or into God’s favor. 
XII. In 1521, Pope Leo X excommunicated Luther from the Catholic Church and declared him a heretic. 
The Five Solas

XIII. There are five essential points of biblical doctrine that clearly separate Protestantism from Roman Catholicism. 
1 - Sola Scriptura, “Scripture Alone.” 
Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s own interpretation of things. For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. (2 Peter 1:20-21) 
All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work. (2 Timothy 3:16-17). 

2 - Sola Gratia, “Salvation by Grace Alone.” 

3 - Sola Fide, “Salvation by Faith Alone.”  (John 3:16; Ephesians 2:9).

4 - Solus Christus, “In or through Christ Alone.” 
For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin.” (Hebrews 4:15) 

5 - Soli Deo Gloria, “For the Glory of God Alone.” 
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