Relationship 1 God & Performance Based Christianity
I. Intro
1. Open Bibles to Ephesians 2:4-10
2. Last week: Easter, It’s All About Relationship
A. Looked at Philippians 3

a. Specifically verse 10: 
i. “I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death,”
ii. Know = ginosko = an intimate personal experiential knowing

B. The purpose of the incarnation, crucifixion and resurrection was to restore a broken relationship between us and God
a. The language used is relational

i. Father, sons, daughters, bride and Bridegroom

b. Jesus built relationship with 12 men, he didn’t write 12 books

i. It was all about ginosko, not an academic knowledge

C. I shared the story of my spiritual journey

3. Bouncing off that theme I want to start a new sermon series
A. Relationships

a. We’ll cover…

i. God

ii. Spouse

iii. Children

iv. Friends

v. Outsiders

b. I may take more than one week on each relationship

4. Today: Relationships 1: God & Performance Based Christianity
A. Ethos
B. My Struggle with PBC
C. Family verse Team
5. Read & Pray: Ephesians 2:4-10
A. “…because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 5made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been saved. 6And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly realms in Christ Jesus, 7in order that in the coming ages he might show the incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ Jesus. 8For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this not from yourselves, it is the gift of God— 9not by works, so that no one can boast. 10For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”

B. What is grace
a. Grace is getting what we do not deserve

b. Mercy in contrast is NOT getting what we do deserve

C. Listen to Peterson’s take on these verses from The Message

a. “It's a wonder God didn't lose his temper and do away with the whole lot of us. Instead, immense in mercy and with an incredible love, he embraced us. He took our sin-dead lives and made us alive in Christ. He did all this on his own, with no help from us! Then he picked us up and set us down in highest heaven in company with Jesus, our Messiah.  7-10Now God has us where he wants us, with all the time in this world and the next to shower grace and kindness upon us in Christ Jesus. Saving is all his idea, and all his work. All we do is trust him enough to let him do it. It's God's gift from start to finish! We don't play the major role. If we did, we'd probably go around bragging that we'd done the whole thing! No, we neither make nor save ourselves. God does both the making and saving. He creates each of us by Christ Jesus to join him in the work he does…”

D. How much performance on our part do you find in these words of St. Paul?

a. How did we get from this to where we are today?

b. How did we start in grace and end up back in works?

c. How did we end up trapped in a Performance Based Christianity?

d. How did we go from a relationship to a performance?

E. After John 3:16 Ephesians 2:8-9 must have been one of the very first verses I learned as a new Christian.

a. How did we get where we are today?

b. How do we get back to the truth

F. We'll look at our relationship with God first.

a. Believing that if we can get this one in order the rest will follow

b. Do you think we could start by grace and continue by works?

c. St Paul refereed to this logic as foolish and witchcraft

i. Galatians 3:1-3 1You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2I would like to learn just one thing from you: Did you receive the Spirit by observing the law, or by believing what you heard? 3Are you so foolish? After beginning with the Spirit, are you now trying to attain your goal by human effort?

d. Yet this is what many of us have done

G. Part of the problem is vision

a. Let me explain
II. Ethos
1. I have a personal ethos
A. I have shared it with you before

B. I have the key words of my ethos on the wall in my office
C. And a simple description of it on our church website

2. An ethos is
A. The distinguishing characteristics, morals or guiding beliefs of a person, group or institution.

3. My Ethos is: Passion, Freedom, Spirit & Destiny

A. Passion

a. I’m a lover

b. I passionately love God, People & Life

c. I want to Live Love

d. I want to be known by Love

B. Freedom

a. It is for freedom Christ has set us free

b. I want to live in the fullness of that freedom and help other to do the same!

c. To that end I thoroughly enjoy exploring the freedom that is mine in Christ

C. Spirit

a. I’m not content to live and academic and intellectual faith ONLY

b. I want to know (ginosko) God personally, intimately and experientially

c. I want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit

D. Destiny

a. I’m convinced that God has a plan and purpose for my life and your life

b. I want to dream God sized dreams and do God sized things!

c. I want to fulfill my God given destiny and help other fulfill theirs

4. Destiny & God Sized Dreams

A. I think this is where get into trouble

a. We dream God sized dreams
i. this is good!
b. And try to accomplish them with man sized ability
i. this is not so good!
c. We start in the spirit and end up in the flesh

d. In the process we move from grace to works

e. We move away from relationship and toward performance

i. Somehow in our hearts God has changed from Father to Boss

f. I don’t want to fall into that trap

i. I really don’t

III. My Struggle with PBC
1. Visions
A. In my passion to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit

a. I have had amazing encounters with God

b. And he has graciously granted me some spectacular visions

c. This has been MOSTLY good

i. Let me explain

B. November 11, 2005
a. I have shared the whole story before

b. One part, I’m inside the heart of God

c. Exhilarating freedom because of his extravagant love

d. White spires

e. I knew by the Spirit that they represented the purposes of God and the destinies of men and women

i. Some were never picked up

ii. Some were laid down

iii. Some had been accomplished and were awaiting reassignment

f. I also knew that some of them were mine

g. I asked and three shot into my chest – white streaks of light

h. There were so many more and so much freedom I asked again and five entered my chest

i. Yet again I asked and three more were released

j. A total of 11 white streaks of light entered my chest

k. It was an unforgettable and amazing day

C. Treasury Room

a. Multiple visits

b. 11 books, volumes representing the 11 purposes of God and destinies of men and women

D. Recently I have begun to feel the weight of these visions

a. How am I ever going to accomplish everything God has revealed to me?

b. It would take a 100 lifetimes to do it all – hmmm….

E. Last vision I had

a. Excerpt from March 22, 2010

I’m back in the Lobby. I see many men and women, heroes of the faith from the past. Oral Roberts, William Branham, T.L. Osborne, Jack Coe, A.A. Allen, Kathryn Kuhlman, William Seymour, Aimee Semple McPherson, Evan Roberts, Smith Wigglesworth, John G. Lake, Billy Sunday, Amy Carmichael, Jonathan Edwards, Charles Finney and so many more! They are crying out to God, this great cloud of witnesses, they are crying out to God that their destinies would be fulfilled - that the promises of God and the purposes of God on their lives would be fulfilled. 

Hebrews 11:38- 12:1
“39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.” 

From the midst of this passionate crowd a man with white hair and a white beard approaches me, with a wave of his hand he invites me to sit. We sit together on the couch and the space around us grows quiet. I can still see the translucent outline of the heroes around us but I can barely hear them. Turning my attention to the man seated with me I recognize him, it’s John Wimber. 

Extending my hand to shake his, he takes my hand in both of his, pulls me close and gives me a great big bear hug and says: “I’m very excited to meet you! Papa knew you’d like this!” 

“Now listen carefully, I have a few things to tell you, very important things.”
· Time on earth is short and goes by much more quickly than people on earth realize. Make the most of everyday you’re given.
· Do not let the opinions of men keep you from the purposes of God.
· Do not succumb to your personal fears and insecurities, they are shadows and illusions. The only power they possess is the power you give them.
· When you’re not sure what to do and it will be often, choose love.
· Do the stuff! Contend for it, healing is the children’s bread and your birthright!
· Your vision is still too small, think generationally.
· Now think carefully, I gave this to Lance, he dropped it, it yours if you want it. Looking down at John’s hands a see a silver baton, written along the side are the words New York. I take it from his hands.
 
Listening to John’s instructions I can see a multicolored thread running through each of us in the room, it actually a DNA strand. The words of Ephesians 4:1-6 echo in my ears…  
1 As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received. 2 Be completely humble and gentle; be patient, bearing with one another in love. 3 Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace. 4 There is one body and one Spirit—just as you were called to one hope when you were called— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all. 

· “Good, finish the race Tom, don’t quit, don’t give up, don’t stop now; not one of us here finished our race, our hope lies in men like you. 
· God is big enough, go! 
· The enemy is a liar, go! 
· The Kingdom is at hand, go! 
· Heaven is waiting, go! 
· The Bride is worth it, go! 
· The lost are dying, go! 
· The Father is calling, go! 
Soon the whole room is chanting and cheering… GO! GO! GO! GO! GO!... 
The sound is deafening like the sound of waterfalls and thunder building to a crescendo then, suddenly and abruptly this 40th vision comes to an end.
F. Thinking Generationally is THE key to overcoming the PBC trap
a. Hebrews 11:38- 12:2

i. “39These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised. 40God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 1Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. Fixing our eyes on Jesus the author and finisher of our faith” 

b. Abraham raising one son

c. Bob Mumford: Cathedral Thinking

d. Someone who has it right – Tri Robison, pastor of Boise Vineyard

i. Excerpt from Tri Robinson's Take the Best and Go

· (a link to the full article is posted on my blog)

ii. “I recently turned 62 and my passion for the Kingdom of God and my conviction to stay in the saddle of Christian leadership is more alive now than ever. John Wimber once referred to the season I now find myself in as “the golden years” – a special time of grace where a person’s life experience and expertise come to fruition. It’s a time where the desire to strive for positions of recognition have vanished, leaving behind a weariness infused with the satisfaction of having done and seen so much. By the time a leader reaches these golden years, he or she either has mature faith or they don’t, a condition based on a long-term track record of tenacity and effectiveness. Bobby Clinton, a well-known leadership professor from Fuller Seminary, referred to this time as “convergence.” He defined convergence as a leader’s most effective and productive season where a lot can be accomplished with less effort. I have jokingly referred to this season in my life as the great “sanctified I don’t care.” Not that I don’t care about the Kingdom of God, but I have come to care much less about impressing people. It’s a time where leaders grow weary of politics and pointless arguments and, because of it, righteously withdraw from hills that aren’t worth dying on. At this phase of life we want to use what energy we have on the things that really count. We want to relate to and serve leaders who desire what we have to offer rather than seeking positions of authority. This is where I find myself now…”

G. Maybe all I have to do is be a father?

a. And impart what I have to the next generation

b. What if it's all just a divine generational relay race?
c. Would that free us from PBC and lead us back to loving relationship with our Heavenly Father?

i. I think it’s a good start.

IV. Family vs. Team (healthy family)
1. Family is based on relationship, team is based on a task or goal
2. Family is eternal, teams end when the task is completed

3. You can’t be thrown out of a family for performing poorly, you can be kicked off the team for poor performance
4. The leader of the family is a dad or a mom, the team leader is manager or captain

5. In a family you are irreplaceable, on a team you can be replaced by someone with a better skill set

6. In a healthy family you are loved 

A. (for richer for poorer, in sickness and health, good times and bad, until death do us part)

B. On a team you are measured and valued by your accomplishments

7. God is our Father, our loving Father

A. Not our boss

B. Jesus is our Bridegroom

a. Not our manager

C. God loves us unconditionally

a. NOT based on our works 

8. PBC vs. Loving Relationships

A. PBC takes – Loving Relationships give

B. PBC enslaves – Loving Relationships bring freedom

C. PBC is all about rules and regulations – Loving Relationships are all about grace and mercy

D. PBC is a lie – Loving relationships are truth

E. PBC leads to death – Loving relationships are life giving

9. What kind of relationship do you have with God?

A. What kind do you want?

V. Let’s pray

1. Renew our minds

A. Know truth to set us free

2. Freedom from PBC

3. Father’s blessing
