Ephesians An Introduction

Intro
· Open Bibles to Ephesians chapter 1
· Last week I completed an nine-part series titled The Powerless Place
· People from all over listen to our Sunday messages online
· I’ve had more positive feedback from this series than any other
· I think it’s because so many can relate

· This morning I’m beginning a new series on Paul’s letter to the Ephesians
· This first message will serve as an introduction to the series
· And we will dive right in to chapter one next week.

· Please be listening to the Holy Spirit throughout the service
· I’ll be asking for words of knowledge at the end of the message

· Read and Pray: Ephesians 1:1-2
Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God,
To God’s holy people in Ephesus, the faithful in Christ Jesus:
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
· With these first two verses Paul begins by introducing himself
· Let me begin by introducing you to his letter

Background
· The letter’s author is the Apostle Paul
· And was written sometime around the early part of 60 AD
· Probably 60-62 AD

· Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon were all written from prison at about the same time. 
· If you researched it, you’d find that:
· Over half of the verses in this letter are found in Colossians
· I’m left with the impression that Paul first developed the themes for this letter to the Ephesians…
· While he was writing his letter to the Colossians
· As with the Galatians, Paul wrote to the Colossians to address problems in the churches
· Not so with his letter to the Ephesians

· Paul’s letter to the Ephesians is quite different in comparison to many of the other New Testament letters he wrote. 
· Much like Romans, Ephesians was not written so much to address problems in a particular church…
· Instead it was written to extol and clearly communicate some of the great themes and doctrines of Christianity.
· It’s not entirely clear which imprisonment produced Paul’s letters to the Ephesians, Colossians, and Philemon
· But most commentators point to Paul’s imprisoned in Rome

Characteristics
· In this letter, Paul takes us to the very mountaintops of Christian truth
· Then invites us to take in the breathtaking view 
· And when we do, we see that it is Jesus Christ who dominates that view
· We see him breaking down the wall between God and humanity. 
· We see him subduing the hostile cosmic powers. 
· We see him creating the church
· The church as a new social order of love and unity that transcends the racial, ethnic, and social distinctions between people. 
· In communicating this vision Paul reaches into eternity past and eternity future…
· To demonstrate how God…
· Out of his love and glory…
· Calls people to be reconciled to himself…
· And to one another through the cross of Christ. 
· And on that cross God provides:
· Forgiveness of sin, a new life, and a new people. 

· Between Paul's greeting (1:1-2) and salutation (6:21-24)
· The letter divides easily into two parts:
· Doctrine and Ethics 
· Part one (chapters 1-3) focuses on doctrine
· Specifically, the new life and new society God has created through Jesus. 
· Part two (chapters 4-6) focuses on ethics
· Specifically, the new standards of new relationships expected of believers.
· In his letter to the Romans Paul focuses more on God’s work in the individual Christian…
· Ephesians adds that but…
· Includes the great themes of God’s work in the community of believers, the church, as well

· There are three main themes of Ephesians:
· Christ has reconciled all creation to himself and to God
· Christ has united people from all nations to himself and to one another in his church
· And Christians must live as new people.
· Let me say it another way…

· The Purpose of the letter:
· Ephesians offers general instruction in the truths of: 
· God’s redemptive work in Christ
· The unity of the church among diverse peoples
· And proper conduct in the church, the home, and the world.



The City of Ephesus 
· Ephesus was the most important city in western Asia Minor
· What we now know as Turkey 

· Ephesus was a harbor city
· It was also at an intersection of major trade routes

· Ephesus was one of Asia’s great religious, political, and commercial centers. 
· The famous temple of Diana, 
· one of the seven wonders of the ancient world, was built in Ephesus. 
· This mighty structure had taken more than 200 years to build and was the center of Diana-worship
· The Roman goddess of the hunt and the moon

· Ephesus was a hotbed of cults and superstitions. 
· Silver images of various sorts were made and sold at a profit. 
· You can find reference to this in Acts 19
· Magical arts were practiced
· Even the Jews erected a synagogue there

· But one day something truly supernatural happened in that great seaport city:
· The Gospel of Jesus Christ was demonstrated and preached with power and authority in Ephesus
· And powerful blow was dealt to this pagan metropolis. 

· Acts 19:1-12 give us a peak into this
· Let’s take a look

While Apollos was at Corinth, Paul took the road through the interior and arrived at Ephesus. There he found some disciples 2 and asked them, “Did you receive the Holy Spirit when you believed?”
They answered, “No, we have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”
3 So Paul asked, “Then what baptism did you receive?”
“John’s baptism,” they replied.
4 Paul said, “John’s baptism was a baptism of repentance. He told the people to believe in the one coming after him, that is, in Jesus.” 5 On hearing this, they were baptized in the name of the Lord Jesus. 6 When Paul placed his hands on them, the Holy Spirit came on them, and they spoke in tongues and prophesied. 7 There were about twelve men in all.
8 Paul entered the synagogue and spoke boldly there for three months, arguing persuasively about the kingdom of God. 9 But some of them became obstinate; they refused to believe and publicly maligned the Way. So Paul left them. He took the disciples with him and had discussions daily in the lecture hall of Tyrannus. 10 This went on for two years, so that all the Jews and Greeks who lived in the province of Asia heard the word of the Lord.
11 God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, 12 so that even handkerchiefs and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the evil spirits left them.

· Powerful stuff! I love it!
· Paul made Ephesus a hub of power evangelism for about three years 
· And as a result, the church flourished for quite some time
· Unfortunately, later on, the Ephesus church was issued this warning in Revelation 2:1–7

“To the angel of the church in Ephesus write:
These are the words of him who holds the seven stars in his right hand and walks among the seven golden lampstands. 2 I know your deeds, your hard work and your perseverance. I know that you cannot tolerate wicked people, that you have tested those who claim to be apostles but are not, and have found them false. 3 You have persevered and have endured hardships for my name, and have not grown weary.
4 Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first. 5 Consider how far you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first. If you do not repent, I will come to you and remove your lampstand from its place. 6 But you have this in your favor: You hate the practices of the Nicolaitans, which I also hate.
7 Whoever has ears, let them hear what the Spirit says to the churches. To the one who is victorious, I will give the right to eat from the tree of life, which is in the paradise of God.

· Personally, I’m concerned that verse 4 is true for much of the church today:
· Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken the love you had at first.
· I’m concerned that good has become enemy of best
· Good works for God and for people have displaced love for God and intimacy with Him
· Information has displaced intimacy
· We’re eating from the wrong tree
· Listen to me…

· “The primary purpose of the Incarnation is not social justice. 
· It’s not saving the environment or the unborn. 
· It’s not promotion of a conservative or liberal political agenda. 
· It’s not signs and wonders
· Or even ministry to the lost, the sick and the poor. 
· The primary purpose of the Incarnation is the restoration of relationship between the Trinity and humanity, between God and people. 
· We need to return to our first love
· And then, from that place, having been loved, love others. 
· We, The Church universal, have skipped the first commandment and majored in the second. 
· Is it any wonder that so many Christians are burnout and leaving organized religion?”

· I’m convinced that THE primary reason the church exist is to help people fall madly and passionately in love with Jesus
· I’ve given my life to that end
· My hope is that this look at Ephesians will help take us down that path

Commentators on Ephesians 
· Scholar and Bible Commentator FF Bruce says of Ephesians:
· The elevated themes of Ephesians make it highly praised and prized by commentators. Ephesians has been called “the Queen of the Epistles,” “the quintessence (quin-tess-ence) of Paulinism,” “the divinest composition of man” and even “the Waterloo of commentators.” Some say that Ephesians reads “like a commentary on the Pauline letters” and probably it has been best termed “the crown of Paulinism.”

· Professor of Systematic Theology and Exegesis Stewart D.F. Salmond adds:
· “Among the Epistles bearing the name of St. Paul there is none greater than this, nor any with a character more entirely its own... There is a peculiar and sustained loftiness in its teaching which has deeply impressed the greatest minds and has earned for it the title of the ‘Epistle of the Ascension.”

· And here’s Charles Spurgeon’s opinion:
· “The Epistle to the Ephesians is a complete Body of Divinity. In the first chapter you have the doctrines of the gospel; in the next, you have the experience of the Christians; and before the Epistle is finished, you have the precepts of the Christian faith. Whosoever would see Christianity - in one treatise, (tree-tiss) let him ‘read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest’ the Epistle to the Ephesians.”
· With such high praise…
· I thought we’d benefit from a deeper look into this powerful letter


In the weeks to come…
· We’ll touch on some powerful portions of scripture
· Chapter 1
· Paul’s powerful prayer for the church at Ephesus
· Which has had huge personal significance for me
· Chapter 2
· His profound statement concerning salvation by grace
· Chapter 3
· Another powerful prayer
· Chapter 4
· The five-fold ministry gifts
· Apostle, prophet, evangelist, pastor and teacher
· Chapter 5
· His Instructions for Christian Households
· And Chapter 6
· The full armour of God
· It should be a fun series

Let’s Pray
· Oh God, may we return to our first love
· May we be a church, a community that is madly and passionately in love with you
· And as a result, love one another sacrificially
· In the weeks ahead open your word to us
· Give us eyes that see and ears that hear what The Holy Spirit is saying to this church
· Transform us Oh God and make us more like Jesus

Ministry Time
· Does Anyone have a word of knowledge to share?
· Maybe some insight on a need for healing?
· [bookmark: _GoBack]If you have any need at all…
· Please come forward for prayer at the final song
