Forgetting what is Behind

· Open Bibles to Philippians 3
· A few weeks ago I preached on Trusting God
· Main text was from Philippians 3:8-9
· Today I want to go back there focusing on verses 12-14

· Read and Pray Philippians 3:7-14
·  7 But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith. 10 I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to the resurrection from the dead.  12 Not that I have already obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
· Friday night meeting with Kyle & Sal
· Maria shared verse 13-14 with us 
· I felt life on it.
· I believe it is a word in due season for us
· “…But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.”

· Concerning the future 
· I’m living mostly in the land of “I Don’t Know”
· It’s truly a place of trust.
· It’s not all bad 

· This Morning I want to look at:
· Forgetting
· Pressing On
· The Prize

· To better understand Saint Paul let’s look at
· Context
· Translations
· Definitions 

· Context
· As I told you a few weeks ago
· In Philippians 3 Saint Paul is contrasting two approaches to spiritual life
· His old way and his new way
· The Law vs. Grace
· Religious Rules vs. A Relationship of Trust
· The Philippian and Galatian Christians struggled with these contrasting approaches in the first century church
· And unfortunately, we battle with the same struggle to this day
· Boy oh boy do we love our rule and regulations, especially the religious kind.
· As Wayne Jacobsen writes:
· He loves me, he love me know
· Am I good enough today
· Performance Based Christianity is epidemic in the church

· Fr. Robert Farrar Capon Quote
· Former Long Island Episcopal Priest and Author
· In an interview with Floyd Brown and the Chicago Sunday Evening Club
· Expresses this way of grace very well
· “Well, one of the problems with any authentic pronouncement of the gospel is that it introduces us to freedom. The point is that as long as the world runs this show what it tries to say is that if you do something wrong God will get you. What it said in Jesus is, by the blanket absolution of everybody in the death of Christ, that God is not going to get anybody. For example, who is in heaven? People think it is good guys. There is nobody in heaven but forgiven sinners because there was nobody available to go to heaven except forgiven sinners and there is nobody in hell except forgiven sinners. The difference is that in heaven they accept the forgiveness, in hell they reject it. That’s it. You can’t get into hell by being bad. You get into heaven by being bad and accepting forgiveness. Now, that does in a way mean you have permission to be bad. If you want to stick your hand in a meat grinder, you are free to do that. It’s stupid, but God isn’t going to run the universe that way. God is not going to punish. He cares more about relationships than behavior.”

· Capon goes on to explain 
· “He forgave you before you repented. That’s crucial. See, that is why it is so outrageous. The gospel is really vulgar, crass and immoral because it says God forgives the world before it repents. In the gospel, repent is always repent and believe. It means turn yourself around from not trusting the forgiveness and trust it. That’s it. It doesn’t mean that you earn it by repenting. You had it before. If you do something to me and you are wrong and I am right, you can repent all you want but until I forgive you, it’s not going to do you a bit of good. It only helps when I have already forgiven you and you can enter into the restored relationship and turn again to me. Only I can decide to forgive you and God for His own idiot reasons decided to absolve the world. He really did. It’s outrageous. It’s immoral. It’s tough.”

· Now that’s good news…
· And it eviscerates Performance Based Christianity
· The same God who
· “Poured out his spirit on ALL flesh” (acts 2:17)
·  “…was reconciling the WORLD to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them.” (2 Corinthians 5:19)
· The good news really is GOOD NEWS!
· With that context as a back drop let’s look again at Philippians 3:13-14

· Translations: Philippians 3:13-14
· NIV
· Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ Jesus.
· Amplified
· I do not consider, brethren, that I have captured and made it my own [yet]; but one thing I do [it is my one aspiration]: forgetting what lies behind and straining forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the [supreme and heavenly] prize to which God in Christ Jesus is calling us upward.
· Message
· I'm not saying that I have this all together, that I have it made. But I am well on my way, reaching out for Christ, who has so wondrously reached out for me. Friends, don't get me wrong: By no means do I count myself an expert in all of this, but I've got my eye on the goal, where God is beckoning us onward - to Jesus. I'm off and running, and I'm not turning back.
· I could have penned this words about my life right now
· And desire the same for you
· Not that any of us have this all together or have “made it”
· But one thing we do…
· We win by forgetting the past and moving on

· Question: 
· Could it be that in order to win the prize we have to release the past and move forward?
· I think so…

· Defining Key Words
· Forgetting
· In the Greek this word means more than to forget
· It means to neglect
· To no longer give care for
· To give over to oblivion
· To means to completely delete it from your memory
· Think of amnesia or anesthesia
· Can’t remember even if you wanted to

· Pressing On
· In the Greek this word means
· To passionately purse
· Used 44 times in the NT
· 28 times it’s translate as persecute 
· Here it’s used figuratively of someone who runs very fast to win a race

· The Prize
· What is the prize?
· What is the goal to win?
· For what do we press on forgetting the past?
· What have to go back to verses 7-8 for Saint Paul’s answer…
· “But whatever were gains to me I now consider loss for the sake of Christ. 8 What is more, I consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord, for whose sake I have lost all things. I consider them garbage, that I may gain Christ…”
· It’s Christ, It’s Him, it’s always been about Him.
· It’s always been about relationship.

· Our Proceeding Word
· I believe this is God’s word to us
· This is God’s word to The Bridge – Long Island
· It’s a proceeding word, a word that we can use to go forward.
· It’s our “one thing”
· “But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining toward what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called me…”
· I exhort you to day
· Do this one thing
· Forget the past and press on (repeat 3x)
· Whatever it ultimately looks like this I know…
· We can trust God
· Let’s Pray
