The Beatitudes 6 - 2011

I Intro
1 Open Bibles to Matthew 5

2 Continuing series on the Beatitudes
A. The Beatitudes represent the characteristics of kingdom citizenship.
a.  We at the Bridge want to be people just such people

3 From the first five beatitudes we’ve discovered that…
A. Kingdom Citizens are characterized by
a.  Being Poor in Spirit – they’re Humble
b.  Being Mournful – they’re Broken
c.  Being Meek – they’re Submissive
d.  Hunger & Thirst for Righteous – They Passionately Desire Eternity
i We ardently crave, eagerly desire and painfully want to be supernaturally synchronized and aligned with God’s divine nature
e.  Being Merciful – They’re Actively Compassionate
i Grace is getting what you don’t deserve (Salvation)
ii Mercy is not getting what you do deserve (Judgment)
iii Mercy is the activity of compassion’s motivation
f.  To us belongs…
i The Kingdom of Heaven
ii And the Comfort of God
iii We will inherit the Earth
iv Satisfaction
v Compassion
B. Sermons are available free on our church website

4 Today:  The 6th Beatitude:”Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God.”
5 Read & Pray:
A. 1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them saying: 
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
 5 Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7 Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

II The 6th Beatitude: Blessed are the pure in heart, for they will see God. 
1 I LOVE this Beatitude
A. As someone who values, highly values revelatory ministry, this verse excites me!
B. When I read this verse I hear… 
a.  Do you want to see God?
b.  Do you want a visit, a visitation, a supernatural experience with the Almighty?
c.  Then the way to get there is purity of heart.

2 Let’s dissect this verse in three parts… the only three parts there are… blessed, pure heart & see God.
A. Blessed… as we’ve already covered
a.  There are primarily two Greek words translated Blessed
i Eulogeō (yü-lo-ge'-ō) = to consecrate a thing with solemn prayers, to ask God's blessing on a thing 
· From the outside in
· Ex. Praying over your food before you eat
ii Makarios (mä-kä'-rē-os) = Happy or Blessed
· From the inside out – an internal condition
· It means more than being externally comfortable or entertained at the moment – it’s internal, not subject to external circumstances
· This is the word Jesus uses throughout Matthew 5
B. Let’s skip over to See God and I’ll come back to purity of heart
a.  See = to look at or behold (Strong’s)
b.  God = (theos) used 1343 times in the KJV, 1320 times it’s translated as God
i It’s one of the two words I have tattooed on my upper back
· φίλος θεοῦ: Philos Theos meaning friend of God or God’s fond one.
· Like the tag on a shirt, it’s my label, my identifier.
ii In the New Testament “Theos” refers to The Godhead, The Trinity – Father, Son & Spirit
iii Spoken of the only and true God
· Certainly this would be Jesus’ context
iv Whatever can in any respect be likened unto God, or resemble him in any way
c.  There isn’t any hidden meaning here.
i Jesus is saying that the pure in heart would be blessed with the ability to look at and behold the one and only true God.
C. I think it a cheap and disingenuous interpretation of scripture to give this a metaphoric interpretation
a.  For example: the pure of heart can see God in the sunrise or the face of a newborn
i Thought this may be true, it is only the beginning, not the fullness
b.  To interpret this as anything other than actually seeing God is simply excusing away the mediocrity of our western worldview, our materialistic, intellectualized expression of Christianity.
i Far too many American Christians have lost the awe and wonder of faith
· We know the word, (small “w”) but we don’t know The Word “capital “W”)
· We’ve minimized God until he fit’s into our comprehension and understanding and as a result we can no longer see him.
· Some in the church have their doctrine and theology so fine tuned that no longer need to walk by faith.
· There is a box and pat answer for everything 
· Sometimes faith means I DON’T KNOW – HE KNOWS!
c.  These words of Jesus are profound, they’re astonishing!
i The King of kings and Lord of Lord is saying that we can see God
ii The Savior and Redeemer is saying that we can actually see God
iii The one who calls himself “The Truth” says we can actually see God
iv The one who shed every drop of his blood to pay for my sins and who sits at the right hand of the Father interceding for us says that we can see God
v Do you believe him?
d.  Do you want this?  
i I do!!
ii I want to be like Jesus
iii I want to see the Father
· I want to be amazed at the awe, wonder, majesty and glory of His manifest presence
· I have no other option but to come to the conclusion that actually seeing God is an available dynamic of relationship with him
· If that dynamic exist, I want to experience it
· I want to see what the Father is doing and then do that
· But seeing is conditional – at least this verse seems to indicate that it is conditional.
iv It’s puts a lot of weight on this purity of heart part of the verse.
· Let’s take a closer look at this condition

3 Pure in Heart
A. This is an inside not and outside thing
a.  It’s an internal not an external purity
b.  The church is much better at external than internal purity
c.  Why?
i Because we have no room for brokenness or weakness
ii We judge by performance just like the world
iii Performance Based Christianity doesn’t produce better purity, it produces better hiding.
B. Story of my judging Felicia leading worship
a.  Every song the same strum and I was getting annoyed
b.  I stopped and began to examine my own heart.
c.  Why didn’t I have grace for her?
i Because I didn’t know her
d.  In my own church, I know my worship leaders
i I might know that the fact that they could even show up was a major victory
ii Their performance was irrelevant in comparison
iii I was judging by the externals, not by the heart
iv God looks at the heart
C. Scripture
a.  "Woe to you, teachers of the law and Pharisees, you hypocrites! You clean the outside of the cup and dish, but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. Blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean. (Matthew 23:25-26)
i Religious hypocrites judge by externals
b.  But the Lord said to Samuel, "Do not consider his appearance or his height, for I have rejected him. The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart." (1 Samuel 16:7)
i Even the great prophet Samuel was swayed by the externals

4 The heart is what you are on the inside
A. The real you is the hidden you – the real you is found in your heart.
a.  If you want to know who you really are then pay attention What God says about you
b.  The real you is the you that God alone knows
i And if we don’t agree with God’s assessment of us… well, we’re wrong.
ii I see this all the time on outreach – we choose to look past the external to the heart of the person and tell them what God says about them
B. Through religion and following the law we’ve convinced ourselves that if we can just beat the external into submission the heart will follow
a.  This is never true
b.  We will ALWAYS follow our hearts
i One way or another
c.  It’s our hearts that must be changed, purified then the externals will follow 
d.  External disciple will only get you so far…
i Have you ever been on a diet?
C. It’s the difference between obedience and heart change
a.  Story of little boy in church
b.  Obedience may get you external compliance… for a while
i Because that little boy is going to stand up on the outside as soon as mom is out of sight
c.  But a changed heart will sit because it’s in the heart to sit
d.  As parents we’ll take obedience but we really want heart change
i We’ll take conformity but we want is their heart 
ii God is looking for the same thing

5 OK, now let’s look at the phrase “Pure of Heart”
A. Pure Heart defined
B. Pure = ethically clean, without corruption, undefiled and without mixture
C. Heart = from the Greek “kardia” where we get our word cardiac
a.  According to Strong’s Concordance it referring to our soul
i The mind as it is the fountain or seat of  our thoughts, the seat of intelligence
ii The will and character
iii Of the soul as the seat of our sensibilities, affections, emotions, desires, appetites and passions.
D. A pure heart is the ethically clean and uncorrupted soul (mind, will and emotions) without mixture.
E. John Piper says that…
a.   “Jesus did not come into the world simply because we have some bad habits that need to be broken.  He came into the world because we have dirty hearts that need to be purified.” 
b.  Amen, my soul needs to ne purified!
i I need to be transformed by the renewing of my mind
· I need to change how I think so that it lines up with how He thinks
ii I need my will yeilded to His will
iii And I need His passions to become my passions
· I need and want to be passionate about what He is passionate about!
6 This can only happen through relationship
A. I use to think it could only happen by submission but no longer
a.  I’ve realized that my will cannot change my will
b.  My soul cannot change my soul
c.  Only God can transform me
d.  51 years of life have proven to me that I cannot transform myself
e.  I need a Savior and a Redeemer
B. Intimacy with God changes me so that my soul yields to my spirit and my spirit yields to the Holy Spirit

III There is a single mindedness to the Pure in Heart
1 In Psalm 24 David wrote
A. “Who may ascend the hill of the Lord? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart, who does not lift up his soul to an idol or swear by what is false.”
B. You can see what David means by a "pure heart" in the phrases that follow it. 
C. OK, Track with me here – listen with relational ears, not performance ears
a.   A pure heart is a heart that has nothing to do with falsehood. 
b.  It is painstakingly truthful and free from deceitfulness. 
c.  Deceit is what you do when you desire two things, not one thing. 
d.  You want to do one thing but you want people think you are doing another. 
e.  You want to feel one thing but you want that people think you are feeling another. 
f.  This is impurity of heart. Purity of heart is to will to do one thing
2 You can see this same concept of purity in James 4:8.
A. “Come near to God and he will come near to you. Wash your hands, you sinners, and purify your hearts, you double-minded.”
B. Notice that just like Psalm 24 there is reference to both clean hands and a pure heart as preparation for drawing near to God, or "ascending the hill of the Lord." 
C. But notice how the men are described who need to purify their hearts: "men of double mind." 
D. That is they are men that want two things not just one thing.
3 The impurity of double-mindedness is explained in James 4:4.
A. “You adulterous people, don't you know that friendship with the world is hatred toward God? Anyone who chooses to be a friend of the world becomes an enemy of God.”
a.  Here it is - can you see here that it’s “relational?”
B. So the double-minded man of verse 8 has his heart divided between the world and God
a.  It’s like a man who has a wife and a girlfriend. 
b.  He has two wants
c.  Purity of heart on the other hand is to want only one thing, namely, full and total committed relationship, intimate friendship with God.
4 Jesus put it this way in Matthew 22:37
A. 'Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind”
B. Not with part of your heart. 
a.  Not with a double or divided heart. 
b.  That would be impurity. Purity of heart means
i No deception
ii No double-mindedness
iii No divided allegiance.
iv One desire, not two
C. Purity of heart is to desire one thing, namely, God
a.  Psalm 27:4 “One thing I ask of the Lord, this is what I seek: that I may dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord and to seek him in his temple.”
b.  He was David’s one thing, what’s yours?

IV How?
1 By now you might be saying…
A. “OK, I give, my heart is impure and I’m double or triple minded at least”
a.  Me too…
B. What must I do to have a pure heart?  
C. Because yes! I do want to see God.
2 Bathroom on 26th street
A. Bathroom was so small you could sit on the bowl, wash hands in sink and soak your feet in the tub all at the same time
B. We were poor
a.  Fill the tub once and three boys would take turns bathing in it
b.  It didn’t have a shower
c.  I hated taking a bath after my two brothers
d.  How do you get clean taking a bath in dirty water?
e.  You need clean water to get clean
f.  You need purity to become pure
g.  And in and of ourselves we do not have purity
h.  At best we have dirty bath water
3 Repentance and Faith
A. Maybe you feel like the writer of Proverbs when he wrote “Who can say, "I have kept my heart pure; I am clean and without sin" (Proverbs 20:9)
a.  Certainly not this preacher
B. But Jesus made a way for us – Repentance & Faith
a.  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.”
b.  We need to cry out like David… "Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me.” (Psalm 51:10). 
c.  In faith we must look to Christ… “who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good.”  (Titus 2:14).
d.  As the Apostle Peter told the Council at Jerusalem in Acts 15:9 “He (God) made no distinction between us and them, (Jew & Gentile) for he purified their hearts by faith.” 
i God is the only one who can purify a heart
ii His cleaner is the blood of Jesus
iii I exhort you to go to Him in faith
iv His presence changes us
v His presence will transform our hearts

V So far in our study on the Beatitudes we’ve discovered  that Kingdom Citizens are characterized by
1 Being Poor in Spirit – they’re Humble
2 Being Mournful – they’re Broken
3 Being Meek – they’re Submissive
4 Hunger & Thirst for Righteous – They Passionately Desire Eternity
A. We ardently crave, eagerly desire and painfully want to be supernaturally synchronized and aligned with God’s divine nature
5 Being Merciful – They’re Actively Compassionate
6 Being Pure in Heart – Their mind, will and emotions are clean, undivided, uncorrupted and without mixture
A. Their Hearts are undivided
7 To us belongs…
A. The Kingdom of Heaven
B. And the Comfort of God
C. We will inherit the Earth
D. Satisfaction
E. Mercy, the antibody for judgment
F. They have eyes to see, they Behold God
8 Let’s pray

VI Ministry Time
