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I.  Intro:
1.  Open Bibles to John 13

2.  A few weeks ago I began a new series of messages on the Charlottetown Vineyard’s Ethos and Values
A. I told you that an ethos is:
a. “The distinctive character, spirit, and attitudes of a people, a culture or an era.”

3.  We have 4 distinctives to our ethos and they are:
A. Passion: 
a. We are passionate people; we love God, people and life passionately.
B. Freedom: 
a. It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. We are exploring the fullness of that freedom and living in it out as best we can.
C. Spirit: 
a. We are not content to live an intellectual and academic faith only; we want to live a supernatural life in the power of the Holy Spirit. We want to know God personally, intimately and experientially.
D. Destiny: 
a. We want to fulfill our God given destiny and help other do the same.

4.  And I identified 4 values, they are:
A. Worship: 
a. That touches the heart of God and inspires His people.
i.  My highest personal value
B. The Word: 
a. Our standard, inerrant, and Divinely inspired.
C. Relationship: 
a. Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
D. Reaching Out: 
a. Giving what we've got to who we can, no strings attached.
i.  Over the coming weeks I will speak on each

5.  Last week we took a look at our second value: The Word
A. I told you that we value the scripture, the word of God as being our standard, inerrant and divinely inspired.
B. I shared a list of facts concerning the bible including that…
a. It is the world record holder with nearly 5 billion copies published
C. We took a look at the word on the word
a. We let scripture speak to us concerning scripture
D. And… I encouraged you to read and study the word 
a. Offering some simple and practical tips on how to begin
i.  And I cautioned you:
· Stay humble and teachable
· The word never changes 
· but our understanding of it does.

6.  Today I will take a look at our third value: Relationships
A. Read and Pray: John 13:34-35

“A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”

II.  Jesus is our example
1.  Jesus gave us a new Command
A. Not a recommendation
a. Not a suggestion
i.  The all-powerful God of the universe
· Incarnate, while in human flesh
· Issued us a new command.
b. The KJV say “a new commandment”
i.  To the Hebrew mindset he may as well of said to them:
· “Number 11”
B. And his command had nothing to do with temple practices
a. It wasn’t about offerings
i.  Or worship
· It had nothing to do with the Sabbath
· It had absolutely nothing to do with religion 
· as we know it
b. Instead, it was all about relationship
i.  It was simply and clearly about relationship

2.  He commanded us to love
A. It was all about love
a. That we would love one another
B. Love in the Greek is: Agapeo meaning:
a. Strong’s Concordance: 
i.  To welcome, to entertain, to be fond of, to love dearly
b. Thayers Lexicon:
i.  To be full of good will and exhibit the same
ii.  To have a preference for, wish well to, and regard the welfare of.
c. Vine’s Dictionary states that: 
i.  Agape love is both a noun and a verb
· It is a person, God!
· I John 4:8 “God is love”
· And it is an action
· 1 John 4:9 “This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live through him.”

3.  And not just any love
A. His love
a. “As I have loved, so you must love one another.”
i.  That’s the standard
B. When we are trying to measure just how far we ought to love…
a. Jesus says look at the way I have loved you
i.  And then do the same.
C. And how did he love us?
a. 1 John 3: 1 says with a great and lavish love
i.  He loves us extravagantly
· He loves us to the extreme
· He loves us sacrificially

4.  And then Jesus said that this love was THE mark of discipleship
A. “By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.”
a. The world will know we belong to Jesus by the way we love
i.  Not by our rules, regulations and traditions
ii.  Not by our doctrine and theology
iii.  Not by our buildings, budgets or branding
iv.  Not by the quality of our preaching
v.  The skill of our worship teams
vi.  Or even the excellence of our children’s ministry
· No, none of these things
· Instead… love
b. Guys were did we go wrong?
i.  How is it that Christendom has wandered so far from this clear simple truth?
· It’s time to get this love thing right

5.  Jesus COMMANDED that we love one another 
A. And stated that that alone would be distinguishing evidence that we belong to him
a. That we follow him.
i.  That we are indeed followers of Jesus
B. Why?
a. Because our God is the essence of love itself
i.  It is his utmost distinguishing characteristic
· Love only exist because the Trinity exist
· Because love has always existed between them
· The Trinity is the origin of love itself
ii.  Without the Trinity, there would be no love
· As it says in 1 John 4:19
· We love because he first loved us.
· And The Trinity loves us because they first loved one another
b. Author and theologian C. Baxter Kruger says: 
i.  “The doctrine of the Trinity means that relationship, that fellowship, that togetherness and sharing, that self-giving and other-centeredness are not afterthoughts with God, but the deepest truth about the being of God. The Father is not consumed with Himself; He loves the Son and the Spirit. And the Son is not riddled with narcissism; he loves his Father and the Spirit. And the Spirit is not preoccupied with himself and his own glory; the Spirit loves the Father and the Son. Giving, not taking; other-centeredness, not self-centeredness; sharing, not hoarding are what fire the rockets of God and lie at the very center of God’s existence as Father, Son and Spirit.”
C. God didn’t create us because he needed something to love
a. He created us because he is love
i.  Because love has always existed in the Trinity and out of that immeasurable love…
·  they want us to share in and experience their love.
D. God is perfect love and perfectly loving. 
a. Now follow me here…
i.  A perfectly loving Being cannot perfectly love if he is not sharing that love with at least one other being
· Because perfect love exists between at least two distinct entities. 
· Love by it’s very nature demands:
·  a subject who loves and an object that is loved. 
ii.  Now consider this:
· Our God is immutable (never changing) 
· And he is perfectly self-sufficient
· He exists complete and whole in and of himself, lacking nothing
· That means that God’s love is not and could not be dependent upon the existence of creatures to love
· Love pre-existed the creation of the Universe
E. That’s the beauty of the Trinity 
a. One God in Three
i.  All three absolutely perfect in every way
· And yet one
· Love exists in the Universe because it has first existed between the Father son and Spirit.
· God. Is. Love!
· How cool is that!
F. Why are relationships a high value for us?
a. Because our God is relational
i.  And following him is all about relationship
· Relationships and love.
· Vertical and horizontal relationships
· With God and with one another
b. That’s why when Jesus was asked what was most important he answered in Mark 12:29-31
i.  “The most important one,” answered Jesus, “is this: ‘Hear, O Israel: The Lord our God, the Lord is one. Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.’ The second is this: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no commandment greater than these.”

III.  So, We Value Relationships
A. Friendships that are authentic, gracious, loving, and trustworthy.
a. Friendships meaning that
i.  We share a bond
· There is mutual affection
· We are part of the same tribe
ii.  In John 15:15 Jesus said to his disciples:
· “I have called you friends”
· Philos meaning: loved one, dear one, or my friend. 
· A comrade, a companion, or a partner,"
· That’s our aim
b. Relationships that are Authentic
i.  Not fake, or phony
· Not masks or religious facades
· What you see is what you get
· We value transparency and honesty
c. Relationships that are Gracious
i.  We give people the benefit of the doubt
· They get do overs and mulligans and extra chances
· We choose to think the best and not the worse of them
· Me allow space for mistakes and messes
d. Loving
i.  Meaning we take to heart Jesus new command
· We choose to love one another relationally
· With Jesus’ love for us as our gold standard
· And our great example
ii.  Guys listen to me:
· It is absolutely more important to love than it is to be right.
· If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high.
· And the reason why it is more important to love than it is to be right is this:
· You. Could. Be. Wrong!
· Choose love, it never fails!
e. Trustworthy 
i.  We can rely on one another
· We can depend on one another
· We will have each other’s back
· We can believe that they will not intentionally do us harm

IV.  I’ve learned a few things about relationships over the years, let me share a few:
1.  Circles of Relationship
A. Jesus modeled relationships for us
a. The crowds followed him
b. He feed the multitudes
c. He sent out the 72 (in Luke 10)
d. He had 12 disciples
e. Peter, James and John seemed to be part of his inner circle
f. And scripture seem to identify a unique closeness with John the beloved.
B. So it will be with us
a. Some relationship will be closer than others
i.  And that’s perfectly ok
· And though you may not be able to force yourself into another person’s inner circle
· You can invite people into yours

2.  Pauls, Barnabas and Timothys
A. I like this imagery
a. Paul and Timothy
i.  A father or mother pouring into a son or daughter
· A son or daughter have a father or mother to turn to when needed
b. Paul and Barnabas
i.  Brother who see eye to eye
· Raw, real, blunt and honest
· Like siblings
· My kids can say things to each other that they would never discuss with us
· We need those type of people in our lives
· I’m not impressed with you and you’re not impressed with me
· But we love each other to the death

3.  Intimacy is worth the price
A. Authentic Intimacy is messy and it can be painful
a. But it oh so worth it.
i.  Intimacy is worth the price because superficial sucks
B. If you want intimate friendships it will require crossing a bridge called conflict
a. Three phases of any relationship
i.  Superficial
ii.  Familiar
iii.  Intimate
· Getting from one phase to another means crossing the bridge of conflict
· Conflict isn’t always a bad thing
· It can be a sign that the relationship is ready to go deeper
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Let me explain…

4.  We weren’t created to travel alone
A. We were designed to have friends
a. We all need traveling companions on our spiritual journeys
i.  People we can laugh with
· Cry with
· Celebrate and even mourn with us
B. In my humble opinion
a. Those relationships are built one come of coffee at a time
i.  Usually around tables with lots of good food And better wine
· This is where friendships are created
· Experiences are shared
· And memories are made

5.  Accountability Partners
A. I know that these are popular in some church circles
a. Personally, I’m not a big fan
i.  I honestly believe that inorganically organized accountability programs are counterproductive 
· Instead of making people more accountable for their behavior
· It simple makes people better at hiding their behavior
B. Instead I recommend taking the time to cultivate an authentic friendship 
a. And as trust develops so will true accountability
i.  Naturally, organically and not forced

6.  What do we do when something goes wrong in our relationship?
A. Jesus gave us some instructions in Matthew 18:15-17
a. “If your brother or sister sins, go and point out their fault, just between the two of you. If they listen to you, you have won them over. But if they will not listen, take one or two others along, so that ‘every matter may be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.’ If they still refuse to listen, tell it to the church; and if they refuse to listen even to the church, treat them as you would a pagan or a tax collector.
i.  Let me paraphrase:
· Step one: talk it out together
· Step two: If you have trouble talking it out ask a couple of friends for help
· If you still struggle, ask the pastor to help.
· Worse case treat them as a pagan or tax collector.
· By the way, how did Jesus treat pagans and tax collectors?
· Yeah, that’s right, he loved them
· Even made the tax collector Matthew one of his disciples.


7.  Last Point: Forgiveness
A. I’ve heard it said that 
a. “Un-forgiveness is like drinking poison and hoping the other person gets sick.”
i.  I agree
· Forgiveness is more for you then it is for them.
B. There is a huge difference between forgiveness, reconciliation and trust. Let me explain.
a. Some people struggle with forgiving others because they have the mistaken notion that it means I am instantly reconciled and that I am now required to completely trust that other person again.
i.  This is not true
C. Forgiveness in unilateral
a. You can do it all by yourself
i.  The person you forgive may be blissfully unaware that there even was an offense
· They may not even be alive
ii.  Forgiveness is cancelling the debt
· It’s tearing up the IOU
· It ISN’T saying it didn’t happen – it happened!
· It ISN’T saying it wasn’t their fault – It was!
· It ISN’t saying it was your fault – It wasn’t!
· It’s simply deciding that I will no longer hold this debt owed to me over their heads
D. Reconciliation is NOT unilateral
a. It requires at least two people
i.  Both need to decide to join hands and cross that bridge of conflict all the over to the other side - together
· And often, I’d dare say always, 
· forgiveness is a prerequisite to true reconciliation
· You can forgive someone and even desire reconciliation with them
· But unless they are willing to reconcile…
· There’s nothing you can do but pray.
E.  Trust is something different all together
a. Forgiveness is free
i.  Reconciliation is a collaborative process
· Trust is earned
b. You can forgive someone
i.  You can be reconciled to them 
· Yet still not trust them
c. The wife of an abusive alcoholic husband can…
i.  Love him
· Forgive him
· And even be reconciled to him
· Yet still not trust him and rightfully so
d. Trust is earned by good behavior multiplied over time
i.  I’ll trust you again with the rent money when you have stopped drinking for a year
· Those are the signs of a heathy relationship

8.  We have the God of the Universe, the Holy Spirit alive and living within us.
A. His presence and his love nature
a. He enables and empowers us to love ourselves and others very well
i.  Let’s pray…

V.  Ministry Time
1.  Words of knowledge
A. Please share
2.  Do you need prayer concerning a past or present relationship?
A. Please come up for prayer
3.  Are you struggling with forgiveness, resentment or bitterness?
A. Please come up for prayer
4.  Need prayer for anything at all
A. Please come forward
5.  Final song
