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Your eternal destiny depends on what you believe about the

life, death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.

Look at Luke 16:19 -31

A. Death is not the end of existence.

B. Heaven and hell are real.

C. God has revealed sufficient information to avoid the hell and enjoy eternity in heaven
with the Lord.

And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who comes to him must
believe that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seek him. (Hebrews 11:6)

I.  What happened at the tomb?
Turn back to Mark 15:42-16:7:

A. Jesus wasn’t really dead.
B. Someone stole Jesus’ body.

The next day, the one after Preparation Day, the chief priests and the Pharisees went to Pilate.
“Sir,” they said, “we remember that while he was still alive that deceiver said, ‘After three days
I will rise again.’

So give the order for the tomb to be made secure until the third day. Otherwise, his disciples
may come and steal the body and tell the people that he has been raised from the dead. This last
deception will be worse than the first.”

“Take a guard,” Pilate answered. “Go, make the tomb as secure as you know how.” So they
went and made the tomb secure by putting a seal on the stone and posting the guard.” (Matthew
27:62-66)

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene went to the tomb and
saw that the stone had been removed from the entrance. So she came running to Simon Peter
and the other disciple, the one Jesus loved, and said, “They have taken the Lord out of the tomb,
and we don’t know where they have put him!” (John 20:1-2)

...some of the guards went into the city and reported to the chief priests everything that had
happened. When the chief priests had met with the elders and devised a plan, they gave the



soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, “You are to say, ‘His disciples came during the
night and stole him away while we were asleep.’ If this report gets to the governor, we will
satisfy him and keep you out of trouble.” So the soldiers took the money and did as they were
instructed. And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very day. (Matthew
28:11-15)

C. Jesus miraculously rose from the grave.

There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, going to
the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. His appearance was like lightning, and his clothes
were white as snow. The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became like dead
men. (Matthew 28:2-4)

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had
prepared and went to the tomb. They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they
entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. While they were wondering about this,
suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. In their fright the
women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you
look for the living among the dead? He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you,
while he was still with you in Galilee: ‘The Son of Man must be delivered over to the hands of

sinners, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.” ” Then they remembered his words.
(Luke 24:1-8)

I1. Who was Jesus and why was he executed?

A. A man, a great moral teacher.
B. A revolutionary or criminal.

Pilate called together the chief priests, the rulers and the people, and said to them, “°You brought
me this man as one who was inciting the people to rebellion. I have examined him in your
presence and have found no basis for your charges against him. Neither has Herod, for he sent
him back to us; as you can see, he has done nothing to deserve death. (Luke 23:13-15)

The Jewish leaders insisted, “We have a law, and according to that law he must die, because he
claimed to be the Son of God.” (John 19:7)

C. God Himself in human flesh.

Jesus was in the temple courts walking in Solomon’s Colonnade. The Jews who were there
gathered around him, saying, “How long will you keep us in suspense? If you are the Messiah,
tell us plainly.”

Jesus answered, “I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name
testify about me, but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. My sheep listen to my
voice; | know them, and they follow me. | give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; no



one will snatch them out of my hand. My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all;
no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. I and the Father are one.”

Again his Jewish opponents picked up stones to stone him, but Jesus said to them, “I have
shown you many good works from the Father. For which of these do you stone me?”

“We are not stoning you for any good work,” they replied, “but for blasphemy, because you, a
mere man, claim to be God.” (John 10:22-33)

“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you
really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have
seen him.”

Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”

Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long
time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’?
Don’t you believe that [ am in the Father, and that the Father is in me?

The words | say to you | do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living in
me, who is doing his work. Believe me when | say that | am in the Father and the Father is in

me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. (John 14:6-11)

...demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the Son of God!” (Luke 4:41)
“You are the Messiah, the Son of the living God.” (Matthew 16:16)

...declared to be the Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection
from the dead, Jesus Christ our Lord. (Romans 1:4)

I11.  What happened at the cross?

A. The execution of a criminal revolutionary.
B. The elimination of a threat to the Jewish religious leaders.
C. God’s plan to reconcile mankind to Himself through an atoning sacrifice.

for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God... (Romans 3:23)

...the wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23a)

God presented Christ as a sacrifice of atonement, through the shedding of his blood—to be
received by faith. (Romans 3:25)

For what | received | passed on to you as of first importance: that Christ died for our sins
according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on the third day according to
the Scriptures. (1 Corinthians 15:3-4)



