Run to the Battle 2010
I Intro

1 Open Bibles to: 1 Samuel 17:45-49 
2 Relationships Series
A Take a break from it today

B Plan to return to it and discuss…

a Outsiders

b Children

c Friendships
3 Today: Run to the Battle

A Take a look at the classic battle between David & Goliath
B Tips on how to kill a giant

C Every once in a while I need to preach to myself and you guys get to listen in, today is one of those days.
4 Video

A To set the tone for this morning’s message let’s watch a short video titled: “That’s My King” by the late S.M. Lockridge

B That’s MY King, amen!

C Now that we’ve set the tone let’s look at 1 Samuel 17
5 Read & Pray 1 Samuel 17:45-49
A We pick up the account of this classic battle with David facing Goliath on the field  of battle…

45 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands."

 48 As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly toward the battle line to meet him. 49 Reaching into his bag and taking out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

B Read the whole chapter for yourselves, I won’t take the time to do so today but I’ll reference many parts of it
II A Closer Look at this Classic Battle
1 The story of David & Goliath is perhaps one of the best-known stories in all the Bible.
A Everybody knows it!
a For Non Christians: it’s sort of folk tale reminding us that underdogs occasionally win.
b For Christians: it’s one of those stories deeply ingrained in us from Sunday  School days.
c Even though the story is familiar, I believe it's worth a closer look.
B This battle is not about underdogs, strength, or maneuverability in battle.
a It is about serving a God who can take care of us…

i even when our circumstances appear to be hopeless.
b This morning we're going to do two things:
i Look at the story itself (1 Sam. 17).
ii See what it tells us about how to kill a giant.
2 THE STORY OF DAVID AND GOLIATH.
A The Standoff, verses 1-3

a Philistines and Goliath on one side

b Saul and the Israelites on the other

c The Valley of Elah between them

B The Philistine Champion: Goliath (4-11).
a Tall:  verse 4

i Hebrew: 6 cubits and a span

ii About 3 meters

iii Meaning 8’5” – 9’2”

b Strong: verses 5-7
i Armor alone weighted about 125 lbs.

ii Most likely Goliath’s armor alone weighed more than David.

c Cocky: read verses 8-11
8 Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, "Why do you come out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. 9 If he is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve us." 10 Then the Philistine said, "This day I defy the ranks of Israel! Give me a man and let us fight each other." 11 On hearing the Philistine's words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and terrified.

i “Am I not a Philistine” verse 8

· Am I not … fill in the name of your giant … cancer?

ii “Are you not the servants of Saul”

· Goliath was “calling Saul out”

· Brooklyn “I call you out”

· Remember Saul was a head taller than the rest.

· As king and tallest he was the most likely one to accept Goliath’s challenge.

· However Saul was as intimidated an the rest of his army.
iii Goliath made his challenge twice a day for 40 days (v. 16).
· He was cocky and persistent.

· Goliath's challenge had a demoralizing effect on Israelite army--shaking in their boots (v. 11).
C The Israeli Challenger: David (12-39)

a Youngest son of Jesse
b Splits his time between the palace and the pasture

i Tends his sheep

ii Plays in the kings worship band, 1 Samuel 16:14-23

c Three oldest brothers are in Saul's army.
i Brings supplies back & forth from home at his father’s instruction

d When David comes into camp one day, things start happening:
i He hears Goliath's challenge (22-24).
ii He is appalled at Israel's lack of faith (26).
iii He learns about Saul's incentive plan (27).
iv He is rebuked by his brother (28).
v He offers to fight Goliath (32).
e The name David means beloved & lover of all

i You know, when one who has experienced the love of God shows up, the situation changes! 

D David is summoned before King Saul. (31)

33 Saul replied, "You are not able to go out against this Philistine and fight him; you are only a boy, and he has been a fighting man from his youth."

 34 But David said to Saul, "Your servant has been keeping his father's sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who delivered me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine."
      Saul said to David, "Go, and the LORD be with you."

a The last move of God faces the next move of God

b Saul: "Only a boy!" (33)

c David: "Lion/bear" (vv. 36-37)

d Saul: "You need some armor!"
i Tools of the former move

e David: Tries it on, says "No thanks!"
i Walks to stream and gets 5 smooth stones.
ii New move, new ways
E The Championship Battle (40-54)

a Goliath taunts David (41-44)

 41 Meanwhile, the Philistine, with his shield bearer in front of him, kept coming closer to David. 42 He looked David over and saw that he was only a boy, ruddy and handsome, and he despised him. 43 He said to David, "Am I a dog, that you come at me with sticks?" And the Philistine cursed David by his gods. 44 "Come here," he said, "and I'll give your flesh to the birds of the air and the beasts of the field!"

i Soldiers have been doing this sort of thing for centuries.

ii  Remember Gulf War? While Iraq was waiting for Coalition Forces to attack, all sorts of rhetoric came out of Baghdad--"Sand will run red with your blood" & "Mother of all battles." Blah, blah, blah…
iii Meant to intimidate. 
iv Happens a lot in sports
· in football at the coin toss
· at MMA weigh-in
b Goliath curses David by his gods

i Goliath defies both David and the Lord

ii David is no long the underdog

iii Now it is Goliath against God!

F David's response (45-47)

a David Replies in Faith

b David is bold, but he is bold in God, not in himself; he knows that God will win the battle
c David understood it was God's victory, and that he had a place of participation in God's victory

d David knew that God would win and that God would to use David to do it

e When Goliath ran at David, David ran at him

i Instead of just getting on his knees and praying for God to do something
ii David didn’t run away, he ran toward the battle
iii David killed Goliath with a stone and cut off his head with a  sword, in faith
f The whole battle probably lasted less than a minute . . .
i A 40 day build up to a 40 second battle.
ii Don’t quit, don’t give up and don’t give in
iii Don’t be intimidated!
III How to Kill a Giant.
1 We all have "giants" to face in life--seemingly insurmountable problems.
A Maybe it's an addiction (alcohol, illicit drugs, lust).
B Maybe it's a situation (job loss, financial needs, relational issues, sickness, children)

a I have personally and repeatedly faced a giant called cancer

C Maybe it’s a condition of your heart (fear, worry anxiety…)

2 Recognize you face a giant.
A Problems shouldn’t be minimized!
B I had cancer
a Repression, denial or ignoring it didn’t make cancer smaller

b It is what it is

i Goliath really was 9 feet tall!

c Minimizing the problem isn’t faith, knowing how big your God is, now that’s faith!

3 Measure your giant against God, not yourself.
A Cancer doesn’t define me or my God.

a God has called me by name and I am His!

b Your Giants don’t define you

B Worship and the word helps to remind me how big my God is!

a I don’t judge God by my circumstances (giants)

b I judge my circumstances (giants) by who my God is.

C It’s true, apart from Him I can do nothing (John 15)
a However, I can do all things in Christ who is my strength (Phil 4:13)

b God is on your side

4 Confront your giant 
A Do not run away from it.
a Did you notice v. 48?
b David could run to the battle because he knew how big his God was

c David knew his God better than he knew his giant

d Run in faith and with the weapons you have been given

B Battle not just between David & Goliath, but Goliath & God!
a So it is with you and your giant
5 Give God the glory.
A Hey, David was doing this even before slaying Goliath (45-47)
a (The verses we opened with)

45 David said to the Philistine, "You come against me with sword and spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied. 46 This day the LORD will hand you over to me, and I'll strike you down and cut off your head. Today I will give the carcasses of the Philistine army to the birds of the air and the beasts of the earth, and the whole world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47 All those gathered here will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the battle is the LORD's, and he will give all of you into our hands."

b And that’s EXACTLY what he did!

B And  at the end of his life, listen to 2 Samuel 22:2-4 (David’s song of praise)
a He said, The LORD is my rock, my fortress and my deliverer; my God is my rock, in whom I take refuge, my shield and the horn of my salvation.  He is my stronghold, my refuge and my savior- from violent men you save me.  I call to the LORD, who is worthy of praise, and I am saved from my enemies. 
IV Let’s Run to the Battle Together right now
1 You all know you’re the size of your giants
2 Let’s remind ourselves of the size of our God

A Pray
3 Come Holy Spirit
