Freedom 2015

· Intro 
· Open bibles to Galatians 5:1-6
· Today is going to be a “one of” message
· I have preached two series since the beginning of the year
· The first on Love
· And the next on Grace
· Today I’ll be speaking on Freedom
· Read and Pray: Galatians 5:1-6
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery. 2 Mark my words! I, Paul, tell you that if you let yourselves be circumcised, Christ will be of no value to you at all. 3 Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. 4 You who are trying to be justified by the law have been alienated from Christ; you have fallen away from grace. 5 For through the Spirit we eagerly await by faith the righteousness for which we hope. 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any value. The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.
· Last week I used verse one of Galatians 5 to illustrate a point concerning Grace
· It is for freedom that Christ has set us free. Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.
· This verse has been on my heart all week and has inspired this morning’s message.

Freedom
· Three points on freedom:
· Freedom from what?
· Freedom for what?
· How do we live free?

July 1, 2011 Vision
· July 1, 2011
· 35th anniversary of giving my life to Christ
· I intentionally set aside time with God on personally significant dates
· Wisdom and Revelation
· At that point I had been having Supernatural experience with these two heavenly beings going back 5 years to 2006
· They were sent to me by God to know God better
· Paul’s prayer in Ephesians 1:17
· I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.

The 2011 Vision
· I’m back in the Spirit I see the Spirit of Wisdom on my Left and Revelation on my Right
· They are facing me, arms folded behind their backs, looking somber, serious.
· Revelation speaks first and says: 
· “It is for freedom that Christ has set you free”
· Wisdom continues emphatically: 
· “Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.”
· Four more times they repeat this to me and then with a pop the vision suddenly ends.

I’ve learned a few things about visions and hearing from God
· First: 
· That it is wise to pay close when God repeats himself
· Second: 
· When I’m told NOT to do something, it probably means I’m already doing it.
· Where there is Revelation…
· Interpretation and Application are required
· We have the revelation:
· A spiritual experience quoting scripture
· Let’s interpret and apply it

Interpretation of Galatians 5:1
· Context
· Saint Paul is writing to believes, Christian in Galatia
· They began in grace and were returning to religious rules and regulations
· I like how verses 2-6 explain it in The Message
·  2-3I am emphatic about this. The moment any one of you submits to circumcision or any other rule-keeping system, at that same moment Christ's hard-won gift of freedom is squandered. I repeat my warning: The person who accepts the ways of circumcision trades all the advantages of the free life in Christ for the obligations of the slave life of the law. 4-6I suspect you would never intend this, but this is what happens. When you attempt to live by your own religious plans and projects, you are cut off from Christ, you fall out of grace. Meanwhile we expectantly wait for a satisfying relationship with the Spirit. For in Christ, neither our most conscientious religion nor disregard of religion amounts to anything. What matters is something far more interior: faith expressed in love.
· Interesting that the Spirit of Wisdom was pretty emphatic as well in my experience

Key Words
· Freedom in this context clearly means:
· Freedom from the Mosaic Law
· Freedom from religion
· Freedom from a performance based Christianity
· Freedom from having to earn our own way to God
· The freedom from sin, shame, guilt and condemnation
· Freedom from the penalty of sin
· Freedom from the power of sin
· And eventually freedom from even the very presence of sin.
· Freedom to come boldly before the throne of grace and the presence of God
· Not based on a righteousness of our own but based on the love of God and the blood of Jesus

· Stand Firm means:
· Stand is a Greek verb meaning:
· to stand firm, to persevere, to persist, to stand and keep standing
· it’s a verb, an action word
· Galatians 5:1 makes it clear to “stand firm” in Christ's freedom means we must not:
· be burdened again by (NIV), 
· again submit to (RSV), 
· be subject to (NASV), 
· be entangled in (KJV), or…
· be tied to (NEB) a yoke of slavery. 
· The Greek word translated “Let”, "submit" or "be subject to" means:
· "to be held in" or "to be ensnared."
· It speaks of captivity
· Slavery: means just that – 
· slavery, bondage or the condition of a slave
· Slavery is St. Paul’s word picture of religion

We need God to live free
· We cannot stay free on our own
· Our active, relational engagement with God is essential to our freedom
· We need Him to
· Stay free
· Live free
· And set others free
· Stand Firm Means
· We don’t give back this precious ground gained at such a great sacrifice
· We do this relationally
· We don’t rid ourselves from chains with more chains
· God sets up free relationally
· Our active participation in a relationship with God protects us from religious deceptions that take us back to spiritual slavery
· Intimacy with God is the key
· Intimacy like a hug requires more than one
· Both have to embrace

· William Paul Young, author of The Shack says that:
· “Freedom is a process that happens inside a relationship with Him.” 
· I couldn’t agree more!

Hey, we’re all vulnerable to deception
· Even though we have been made free in Christ can still live in bondage to:
· Fear, control, manipulation, or deception
· We, like the Galatians can be deceived into placing ourselves back into slavery.
· Always with the best of good intentions
· Mathematician and poet Nic Parra said:
· “In the cage there is food, not much, but there is food-outside are only great stretches of freedom.”
· Religion offers us crumbs in a cage while God has given us the Kingdom!
· The great evangelist D. L. Moody illustrated this point well by quoting an old former slave woman in the South following the US Civil War. 
· Being a former slave, she was confused about her new status and asked: 
· Now is I free, or been I not? When I go to my old master he says I ain’t free, and when I go to my own people they say I is, and I don’t know whether I’m free or not. Some people told me that Abraham Lincoln signed a proclamation, but master says he didn’t; he didn’t have any right to.” 
· Like this old woman many believers are equally confused
· Jesus has given us a spiritual “Emancipation Proclamation,” 
· But our “old master” religion tells us we’re still slaves to a legal relationship with God. 
· We don’t have a legal contract with God
· We have a covenant of love
· Christ has set us free from religious traditions and the rules and regulations of men
· Let us - you and I - stand firm and never return to that way of life again!


Additional Thoughts on Freedom from Galatians 5
· Here in Chapter 5 Paul exhorts the Galatians not to give away the very freedom for which Jesus suffered and died. 
· He points out that to embrace any part of the law brings with it the responsibility to obey the whole of the law 
· Again I declare to every man who lets himself be circumcised that he is obligated to obey the whole law. (5:3)
· We can’t have a little law and a little grace
· This is what Paul means when he says in verse 9
· “A little yeast works through the whole batch of dough.” 
· The only law the Galatians needed to govern their lives is the law of love
· Galatians 5:6 says it so very well
· “The only thing that counts is faith expressing itself through love.”
· Trust expressed though love
· How could we possibly go wrong with that?

· Paul was speaking to the Galatians two thousand years ago
· But his words ring just as loudly today as they did in Paul's time. 
· Jesus came to set us free - so that we could live in freedom. 
· God had instituted the Mosaic Covenant – the Law - to govern how his people were to live. 
· God had given Ten Commandments, but those ten subsequently had been interpreted and expanded to over 600 more laws and rituals, all in God's Name. 
· But know this
· The law was given NOT to make us righteousness, 
· but rather to reveal sin 
· And our need for a Savior

· The Incarnation of Jesus fulfilled the Mosaic Covenant 
· And he instituted an entirely new Covenant between God and man
· A covenant, based entirely on love. 
· When asked which was the greatest commandment Jesus replied, 
· "Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind. This is the first and greatest commandment. And the second is like it: 'Love your neighbor as yourself.' 
· And then he said:
· All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments." (Matt. 22:37 - 40)

Freedom to Love and Live by the Spirit
· In Galatians 5 Paul defended the freedom Christians have to love one another and live by the Spirit

· The freedom we have in Christ is not a license to sin but rather empowerment to love one another
· Which is what fulfills the law as said in Galatians 5:13-14
· 13 You, my brothers and sisters, were called to be free. But do not use your freedom to indulge the flesh; rather, serve one another humbly in love. 14 For the entire law is fulfilled in keeping this one command: “Love your neighbor as yourself.” 

· The freedom we have in Christ means living by the Spirit 
· As 2 Corinthians 3:17 tells us:
· Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.
· That same Spirit who produces his fruit in us
· Rather than living by our sinful natures which produce its evil deeds. (Galatians 5:16-26)

16 So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh. 17 For the flesh desires what is contrary to the Spirit, and the Spirit what is contrary to the flesh. They are in conflict with each other, so that you are not to do whatever you want. 18 But if you are led by the Spirit, you are not under the law.

19 The acts of the flesh are obvious: sexual immorality, impurity and debauchery; 20 idolatry and witchcraft; hatred, discord, jealousy, fits of rage, selfish ambition, dissensions, factions 21 and envy; drunkenness, orgies, and the like. I warn you, as I did before, that those who live like this will not inherit the kingdom of God.

22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law. 24 Those who belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires. 25 Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 26 Let us not become conceited, provoking and envying each other.

· By the way… concerning the fruit of the Spirit, who’s fruit is it?

· We have freedom to and freedom from
· To:
· Freedom to Love 
· Freedom to live by the Spirit
· Also freedom FROM religion
· Religious structures, systems, rules, regulations and the traditions of me
· Freedom from
· Guilt, shame, coercion, manipulation and condemnation
· Like the Galatians more than 2000 years ago the church still wrestles with living free
· We at the Charlottetown Vineyard are not immune from this struggle
· When your past religious life was formed and regulated by rules, regulations and laws it is extremely difficult to stand in freedom. 
· Freedom can even feels unnatural; 
· Because of past religious conditioning, it can even feel unspiritual. 
· It feels more "natural" and "spiritual" to submit to external controls and burdens; 
· Submitting to laws "just feels right." 
· It’s possible to escape one undesirable form of control only to submit to a seemingly more desirable form of control. 
· It’s like going from the frying pan to the fire
· But, here’s the truth
· Spiritually, the control of the law equals slavery
· Regardless of it’s source, nature or system. 
· No matter who many crosses and candles you dress it up with 
· A cage is still a cage

Freedom’s Responsibility
· There is a responsibility to freedom
· Galatians 5:1 make  it clear
· The responsibility is this:
· To remain free
· Stand firm, then, and do not let yourselves be burdened again by a yoke of slavery.

Application
· How do we do it?
· Personal Ethos
· Passion – Freedom – Spirit – Destiny
· I’ve given this much thought over the years.
· Like I mentioned earlier…
· We do this relationally with God
· Let me add a two more points
· Love and Life in the Spirit

Love
· Author Gloria Jean Watkins better known by her pen name Bell Hooks says: 
· “The moment we choose to love we begin to move towards freedom.”
· I agree; the trail of freedom is marked by love!
· We love God, we love one another, we love those outside God’s Kingdom… 
· We even love our enemies
· The way of love is the path of freedom
· And if that’s true…
· The path that returns us to a yoke of slavery is the road without love.
· Live Love
· Jesus said: By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” John 13:35
· May we be a people that Live Love
· Let that be our testimony from this day forward
· I’m convinced that love is intrinsically linked to freedom

The Spirit
· Galatians 5:16 gives us another clue:
·  “So I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not gratify the desires of the flesh.” (Galatians 5:16)
· Notice that it doesn’t say…
· Do not gratify the desire of flesh and you will live by the Spirit.
· To quote Qui-Gon Jinn from Star Wars “The Phantom Menace”
· "Be mindful, your focus will determine your reality." 
· I wholeheartedly challenge you to practice, experiment and explore living by the Spirit
· Walking day by day with the Holy Spirit
· Walking together indicates relationship
· When I walk with Nadine we sync our pace
· We want our pace synced to God’s
· It requires practice to live supernatural lives in the power of the Spirit
· In every arena of life we recognize the value of practice, 
· I encourage you to apply this value to your spiritual lives.

· I like the way Hebrews 5:14 says it…
· “But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.” (NASB)
· “But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.” (NKJV)
· Sounds like practice to me
· Your mission, if you choose to accept it, is this:
· Practice love
· Practice Walking by the Spirit
· Both will help you live free

· Summary
· We are free – Jesus has set us free
· It’s one of the reasons he came
· Luke 4:18-19 
· “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free, to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.”
· We are free
· Free from religious rules and regulations
· Free to Love and Free to Live by the Spirit

· Let’s pray
· Freedom
· Ministry Time

· Please stick around for our family meeting

