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God’s mercy and grace are beyond comprehension.

I.  God delights in those who are zealous for Him. (v. 1-2)

You, God, are my God,
earnestly | seek you;
| thirst for you,
my whole being longs for you,
in a dry and parched land
where there is no water. (Psalms 63:1)

Wearing a linen ephod, David was dancing before the LorD with all his might, while he and all
Israel were bringing up the ark of the LorD with shouts and the sound of trumpets.

As the ark of the LoRrD was entering the City of David, Michal daughter of Saul watched from a
window. And when she saw King David leaping and dancing before the LORD, she despised
him in her heart. (2 Samuel 6:14-16)

When David returned home to bless his household, Michal daughter of Saul came out to meet
him and said, “How the king of Israel has distinguished himself today, going around half-naked
in full view of the slave girls of his servants as any vulgar fellow would!”

David said to Michal, “It was before the LORD, who chose me rather than your father or anyone
from his house when he appointed me ruler over the LORD’s people Isracl—I will celebrate
before the LorD. | will become even more undignified than this, and | will be humiliated in my
own eyes. But by these slave girls you spoke of, I will be held in honor.”

And Michal daughter of Saul had no children to the day of her death. (2 Samuel 6:20-23)

You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart. (Jeremiah 29:13)

If someone else thinks they have reasons to put confidence in the flesh, | have more:
circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of
Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; as for zeal, persecuting the church; as for
righteousness based on the law, faultless.

But whatever were gains to me | now consider loss for the sake of Christ. What is more, |
consider everything a loss because of the surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord,
for whose sake | have lost all things. | consider them garbage, that | may gain Christ and be
found in him, not having a righteousness of my own that comes from the law, but that which is
through faith in Christ—the righteousness that comes from God on the basis of faith.
(Philippians 3:4b-9)



| want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel | preached is not of human origin. | did
not receive it from any man, nor was | taught it; rather, | received it by revelation from Jesus
Christ.

For you have heard of my previous way of life in Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the
church of God and tried to destroy it. | was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age
among my people and was extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. But when God,
who set me apart from my mother’s womb and called me by his grace, was pleased to reveal his
Son in me so that | might preach him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not to
consult any human being. (Galatians 1:11-16)

These are the words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the ruler of God’s creation. |
know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot. | wish you were either one or the other! So,
because you are lukewarm—neither hot nor cold—I am about to spit you out of my
mouth...Those whom I love | rebuke and discipline. So be earnest and repent. (Revelation 3:14-
16, 19)

Il. God can and will forgive the most heinous sins if we repent and ask for forgiveness.
(v. 3-9)

“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this city. I studied under Gamaliel and
was thoroughly trained in the law of our ancestors. | was just as zealous for God as any of you
are today. | persecuted the followers of this Way to their death, arresting both men and women
and throwing them into prison, as the high priest and all the Council can themselves testify. |
even obtained letters from them to their associates in Damascus, and went there to bring these
people as prisoners to Jerusalem to be punished. (Acts 22:3-5)

“I too was convinced that I ought to do all that was possible to oppose the name of Jesus of
Nazareth. And that is just what I did in Jerusalem. On the authority of the chief priests | put
many of the Lord’s people in prison, and when they were put to death, I cast my vote against
them. Many a time | went from one synagogue to another to have them punished, and I tried to
force them to blaspheme. | was so obsessed with persecuting them that | even hunted them
down in foreign cities. (Acts 26:9-11)

For | am the least of the apostles and do not even deserve to be called an apostle, because |
persecuted the church of God. But by the grace of God | am what | am, and his grace to me was
not without effect. No, | worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that
was with me. (1 Corinthians 15:9-10a)

| thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has given me strength, that he considered me trustworthy,
appointing me to his service. Even though | was once a blasphemer and a persecutor and a

violent man, | was shown mercy because | acted in ignorance and unbelief. The grace of our
Lord was poured out on me abundantly, along with the faith and love that are in Christ Jesus.



Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to
save sinners—of whom | am the worst. But for that very reason | was shown mercy so that in
me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might display his immense patience as an example for
those who would believe in him and receive eternal life. (1 Timothy 1:12-16)

I11. God sometimes calls His servants to do things that make no human sense. (v. 10-15)

Elisha sent a messenger to say to him, “Go, wash yourself seven times in the Jordan, and your
flesh will be restored and you will be cleansed.”

But Naaman went away angry and said, “I thought that he would surely come out to me and
stand and call on the name of the LoRD his God, wave his hand over the spot and cure me of my
leprosy. Are not Abana and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel?
Couldn’t I wash in them and be cleansed?”” So he turned and went off in a rage.

Naaman’s servants went to him and said, “My father, if the prophet had told you to do some
great thing, would you not have done 1t? How much more, then, when he tells you, ‘Wash and
be cleansed’!” So he went down and dipped himself in the Jordan seven times, as the man of
God had told him, and his flesh was restored and became clean like that of a young boy. (2
Kings 5:10-14)

As he was going into a village, ten men who had leprosy met him. They stood at a distance and
called out in a loud voice, “Jesus, Master, have pity on us!”

When he saw them, he said, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And as they went, they were
cleansed.

One of them, when he saw he was healed, came back, praising God in a loud voice. He threw
himself at Jesus’ feet and thanked him—and he was a Samaritan. (Luke 17:12-16)

As Jesus looked up, he saw the rich putting their gifts into the temple treasury. He also saw a
poor widow put in two very small copper coins. “Truly I tell you,” he said, “this poor widow
has put in more than all the others. All these people gave their gifts out of their wealth; but she
out of her poverty put in all she had to live on.” (Luke 21:1-4)

For whoever wants to save their life will lose it, but whoever loses their life for me and for the
gospel will save it. (Mark 8:35)

IV. God can and does use even small acts of obedience to make incredible eternal impact.
(v. 16-19)

Yet | have written you quite boldly on some points to remind you of them again, because of the
grace God gave me to be a minister of Christ Jesus to the Gentiles. He gave me the priestly duty
of proclaiming the gospel of God, so that the Gentiles might become an offering acceptable to
God, sanctified by the Holy Spirit.



Therefore | glory in Christ Jesus in my service to God. | will not venture to speak of anything
except what Christ has accomplished through me in leading the Gentiles to obey God by what |
have said and done— (Romans 15:15-18)



