Vineyard History

I Open Bibles to Matthew 28:18-20
1 Such a great celebration last week
A Andrew Bryce did a great job reminding us of our history and inspiring us for our future.
a It was encouraging and healing for many
B I especially appreciate the way Andrew connected the dots between that first Vineyard church plant on the island to us.
a That first group cleared the land so we could build on it.

2 Next week we have leaders from Vineyard Canada visiting with us
A I look forward to their visit
a And to the increased connectedness it will bring to us and Vineyard Canada’s Atlantic Region

3 Today I want to bridge the gap
A Between Andrew’s message last week And Vineyard leader’s visit next week
B I want to do three things
a Share my personal History with The Vineyard
b Vineyard History Video
c And introduce you to Vineyard Canada

4 Read & Pray Matthew 28:18-20 (NASB)
A And Jesus came up and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
B The Message
a Jesus, undeterred, went right ahead and gave his charge: “God authorized and commanded me to commission you: Go out and train everyone you meet, far and near, in this way of life, marking them by baptism in the threefold name: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Then instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you. I’ll be with you as you do this, day after day after day, right up to the end of the age.”
b In the early days the Vineyard had an expression for Jesus’ words here in Matthew 28:20
i “…instruct them in the practice of all I have commanded you” 
ii They called it “Doin’ the Stuff.”
iii I liked doin’ the stuff then and I still like doin’ the stuff today.

II First Exposure to the Vineyard
1 John Nyhan
A In August of 1985 my friend and mentor John Nyhan was making preparations to become the new pastor of St. James the Just Episcopal Church in Franklin Square, NY. 
a John had served as the associate pastor of All Saints Episcopal Church in Park Slope Brooklyn and was about to be promoted.
b Nadine and I felt called to go with John and help him in this new adventure.
B At the time God told me that he would use John to train and equip me for ministry
a And that’s exactly what happed.

2 Ashland Ohio
A As part of his preparation John when to a Vineyard Conference
a Church Growth Leadership and the Kingdom of God in the 90’s
i In Ashland, Ohio
ii John took me with him
· I still have the binder – filled with notes.
B It was my first exposure to the Vineyard
a The first session we were seated way in the back
i Over 2000 people in attendance
b Two things captured my attention
i The Worship band was outstanding!
· It was great time of worship.
ii When it was over the keyboard player got up to address the crowd.
· I remember thinking who is this guy?
· He looked like Santa Claus in white shorts and an Hawaiian Shirt .
· That’s was John Wimber
C It was an amazing week
a Heard amazing messages from John Wimber, Peter Wagner, Kenn Gulicksen, Don Williams and others.
b Don Williams Story
i Absent minded professor
ii Powerful message about evangelism
iii Ministry time
· Groaning 
· Prophetic word: “Many will be birthed through you, but only as a woman in labor.”
c There we meet Lance Pittluck, Mike Turrigiano and others who had just moved to the NY area to plant a Vineyard church
i Lance now pastor’s the Anaheim Vineyard
ii Mike Lead’s the Vineyard in Brooklyn, NY.

3 After the Conference
A We returned to NY began our work at St. James
B The Vineyard began hosting conferences in our area
a Healing 1, 2 & 3
b The Gifts of the Spirit
c Spiritual Warfare
i John and I attended every one
ii they were amazing
iii Extremely life giving

4 Crossroads Church and beyond
A About 8 years later Lance Pittluck and Todd Hunter helped us as I prepared to plant a church in Clarksburg West Virginia.
a Crossroads wasn’t an official Vineyard church but it was Vineyard-like in every way.
i Style, format, worship…
b 8 years after that I accepted a call to pastor the Vineyard Church in Kennewick, WA.
c Before coming here to pastor this Vineyard Church I served as co-pastor of a The Mosaic – A Vineyard Church in Bohemia, NY.
B As you can see the Vineyard has played a significant role in my spiritual journey. 

III Video
1 As I was preparing this message I discovered a 17 minute video on the history of the Vineyard.
A I thought hearing my personal account first would help give you some context for it.
a And I’m hoping that showing it will help us, CCC, connect to our spiritual roots
B Would someone please get the lights
C Willy, would you please show the video

IV Vineyard Canada
1 I encourage you to check out  the Vineyard Canada website at vineyard.ca
A There you’ll find information about
a Vision, History, Structure
b A church finder feature and more

2 History
A The first Vineyard in Canada was planted in January of 1985 in Langley, a suburb of Vancouver 
a A year later a second Vineyard was established in the Vancouver area and the movement had begun.

Within a few years more Vineyards began to spring up across the country
i First in Southern Ontario then Atlantic Canada and then the Prairie provinces. 
B A decade later, in the summer of 1995, Gary and Joy Best were appointed National Directors of the Association of Vineyard Churches Canada
a Canada was the first country outside the United States to be accorded its own independent National Association with the Vineyard.
b According to the Vineyard Canada website there are 52 Vineyard Church across the country.
i 8 churches in our region, the Atlantic region

3 Organizational Structure
A Local Churches, Clusters, Regions and a National Team
a With a National Team Leader
b Until this past Summer Gary & Joy Best were the National Directors for Vineyard Churches, Canada. 
i They have now retired and operate a wonderful retreat center called Dominion Hill not far from St. Stephen, NB.
ii Gray is truly one of the leading thinkers of the Vineyard movement and author of the book “Naturally Supernatural”
B For past 3-4 years Vineyard Canada has been working towards transition. 
a The new leadership is a team of couples, rather than an individual couple. 
b There is one couple from each of the Canadian regions. 
i Larry and Karen Levy from the east
ii Aarhen and Anna Summach from Ontario
iii Theresa and Dan Bent from the prairies
iv  Gordie and Kathleen Lagore from the west. 
C Each couple will focus on different responsibilities, for example:
a The Levy's will represent the Canadian Vineyard internationally
b The Lagore's will represent the Vineyard to other Canadian denominations. 
c I’m sure we’ll get further updates on Vineyard Canada next week
d It seems to be a season of getting back to our roots "get back to our roots" so to speak.
D CCC and Vineyard Canada
a About 5 years ago Brian Metzger invited Peter Fitch of the St. Croix Vineyard in St. Stephen, NB to PEI
i Together, with our leadership, they worked to bring CCC into the Vineyard Canada family
E National leaders Larry & Karen Levy and regional leaders Rik and Cathy Berry will be with us next week to share what’s new in the Vineyard.
a Please be here if you can.

V Ministry Time
1 Please pray for our church
A Live Loved
B Live Love
C Out pouring of the Holy Spirit
D That God would give us a new facility; we’re quickly out growing this one.
