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To have God answer our prayers in the affirmative we must pray in alignment with His 

will. 

I. God wants us to pray persistently. (v. 17a)  

Then Jesus told his disciples a parable to show them that they should always pray and not give 

up. “And will not God bring about justice for his chosen ones, who cry out to him day and 

night? Will he keep putting them off? I tell you, he will see that they get justice, and quickly. 

However, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on the earth?” (Luke 18:1, 7-8) 

Look to the LORD and his strength; seek his face always. (1 Chronicles 16:11) 

Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. (Colossians 4:2) 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you 

in Christ Jesus. (1 Thessalonians 5:16-18) 

 

II. God wants us to know Him intimately and love Him more as a result. (v. 17) 

My son, if you accept my words 

    and store up my commands within you, 

turning your ear to wisdom 

    and applying your heart to understanding— 

indeed, if you call out for insight 

    and cry aloud for understanding, 

and if you look for it as for silver 

    and search for it as for hidden treasure, 

then you will understand the fear of the LORD 

    and find the knowledge of God. (Proverbs 2:1-5) 

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We 

continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and 

understanding that the Spirit gives… (Colossians 1:9) 

We do, however, speak a message of wisdom among the mature, but not the wisdom of this age 

or of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing. No, we declare God’s wisdom, a 

mystery that has been hidden and that God destined for our glory before time began. None of 

the rulers of this age understood it, for if they had, they would not have crucified the Lord of 

glory. However, as it is written: 



“What no eye has seen, 

    what no ear has heard, 

and what no human mind has conceived”— 

    the things God has prepared for those who love him— 

these are the things God has revealed to us by his Spirit. 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. (1 Corinthians 2:6-10) 

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain… (Genesis 4:1 NKJV) 

Then I heard what sounded like a great multitude, like the roar of rushing waters and like loud 

peals of thunder, shouting: 

“Hallelujah! 

    For our Lord God Almighty reigns. 

Let us rejoice and be glad 

    and give him glory! 

For the wedding of the Lamb has come, 

    and his bride has made herself ready. 

Fine linen, bright and clean, 

    was given her to wear.” 

(Fine linen stands for the righteous acts of God’s holy people.) 

Then the angel said to me, “Write this: Blessed are those who are invited to the wedding supper 

of the Lamb!” And he added, “These are the true words of God.” (Revelation 19:6-9) 

 
I want to know Christ—yes, to know the power of his resurrection and participation in his 

sufferings, becoming like him in his death… (Philippians 3:10) 

But whoever loves God is known by God. (1 Corinthians 1:8) 

III. God wants us to understand and treasure the hope we have for eternity. (v. 18a)  

Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our 

Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we 

now stand. And we
 
boast in the hope of the glory of God. (Romans 5:1-2) 

 
I consider that our present sufferings are not worth comparing with the glory that will be 

revealed in us. For the creation waits in eager expectation for the children of God to be 

revealed. For the creation was subjected to frustration, not by its own choice, but by the will of 

the one who subjected it, in hope that the creation itself will be liberated from its bondage to 

decay and brought into the freedom and glory of the children of God. We know that the whole 

creation has been groaning as in the pains of childbirth right up to the present time. Not only so, 

but we ourselves, who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for 

our adoption to sonship, the redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. But hope 



that is seen is no hope at all. Who hopes for what they already have? But if we hope for what 

we do not yet have, we wait for it patiently. (Romans 8:18-25) 

However, I admit that I worship the God of our ancestors as a follower of the Way, which they 

call a sect. I believe everything that is in accordance with the Law and that is written in the 

Prophets, and I have the same hope in God as these men themselves have, that there will be a 

resurrection of both the righteous and the wicked. (Acts 24:14-15) 

For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through the 

endurance taught in the Scriptures and the encouragement they provide we might have hope. 

(Romans 15:4) 

And again, Isaiah says, 

“The Root of Jesse will spring up, 

    one who will arise to rule over the nations; 

    in him the Gentiles will hope.” 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that you may 

overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:12-13) 

We always thank God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because we 

have heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love you have for all God’s people— the 

faith and love that spring from the hope stored up for you in heaven and about which you have 

already heard in the true message of the gospel that has come to you. In the same way, the 

gospel is bearing fruit and growing throughout the whole world—just as it has been doing 

among you since the day you heard it and truly understood God’s grace. (Colossians 1:3-6) 

Paul, a servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ to further the faith of God’s elect and their 

knowledge of the truth that leads to godliness—in the hope of eternal life, which God, who does 

not lie, promised before the beginning of time, and which now at his appointed season he has 

brought to light through the preaching entrusted to me by the command of God our Savior… 

(Titus 1:1-3) 

For the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” 

to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all wickedness and to 

purify for himself a people that are his very own, eager to do what is good. (Titus 2:11-14) 

May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your whole spirit, 

soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one who calls you 

is faithful, and he will do it. (1 Thessalonians 5:23-24) 

IV. God wants us to appreciate our status as His children. (v. 18b) 



But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special possession, that 

you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light. (1 

Peter 2:9) 

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of your 

salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised Holy Spirit, 

who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those who are God’s 

possession—to the praise of his glory. (Ephesians 1:13-14) 

And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He said to 

Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’ (Acts 3:25) 

If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise. 

(Galatians 3:29) 

…so that, having been justified by his grace, we might become heirs having the hope of eternal 

life. (Titus 3:7) 

This mystery is that through the gospel the Gentiles are heirs together with Israel, members 

together of one body, and sharers together in the promise in Christ Jesus. (Ephesians 3:6) 

Now if we are children, then we are heirs—heirs of God and co-heirs with Christ, if indeed we 

share in his sufferings in order that we may also share in his glory. (Romans 8:17) 

V. God wants us to realize the spiritual strength that is available to us. (v. 19a) 

And with great power the apostles were giving their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord 

Jesus, and great grace was upon them all. (Acts 4:33) 

but those who hope in the LORD 

    will renew their strength. 

They will soar on wings like eagles; 

    they will run and not grow weary, 

    they will walk and not be faint. (Isaiah 40:31) 

So do not fear, for I am with you; 

    do not be dismayed, for I am your God. 

I will strengthen you and help you; 

    I will uphold you with my righteous right hand. (Isaiah 41:10) 

But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.” 

Therefore I will boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses, so that Christ’s power may rest 

on me. That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in 

persecutions, in difficulties. For when I am weak, then I am strong. (1 Corinthians 12:9-10) 



And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, Barak, Samson and 

Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the prophets, who through faith conquered kingdoms, 

administered justice, and gained what was promised; who shut the mouths of lions, quenched 

the fury of the flames, and escaped the edge of the sword; whose weakness was turned to 

strength; and who became powerful in battle and routed foreign armies. Women received back 

their dead, raised to life again. There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so 

that they might gain an even better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains 

and imprisonment. They were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed 

by the sword. They went about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and 

mistreated— the world was not worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, 

living in caves and in holes in the ground. 

These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 

since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 

made perfect. (Hebrews 11:32-40) 

 


