Galatians 3:6-14

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 3

· Last week we looked at Galatians 3:1-5
· Where Paul was passionately questioning the Galatians:
· “Are you so foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by means of the flesh?” (Galatians 3:3)
· To which the answer, sadly, was yes.

· Today we’ll pick up at verse 6 
· Where Paul uses the example of Abraham as a person who walked with God by faith
· From verses 6-25 Paul lays out his argument so that he can make a bold statement in verses 26-29
· This morning I want to begin with that statement 
· and then go back and begin examing Paul’s argument

Galatians 3:26-29
So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
· So
· I love the word so
· So is a transitional word
· A linguistic bridge from one statement to another
· “So” meaning…
· In light of everything I’ve just told you…
· Now hear this
· Paul is saying
· In light of the argument, that I’ve just laid out so clearly before you…
· In Christ Jesus you are ALL children of God through faith
· Jews and Gentiles
· Hebrews from Jerusalem, as well as the Gentiles from Antioch 
· And you Galatians!
· for all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 
· “Baptized into Christ”
· When you made your public declaration of your new inner reality
· That you are His and He is yours
· You are now saturated in Jesus
· Fully immersed in his personhood
· Through and through
· Inside and out
· Baptized and clothed
· Forever changed
· Completely transformed
· Never again the same
· There is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female
·  The natural, human, cultural identifiers no longer apply
· They no longer hold true before God
· for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
· You have been changed
· The old is gone
· The new has come
· Your relationship to God has changed
· And the way to relate to each other have been changed as well
· You are now ALL one in Christ Jesus
· No longer are some in and others out
· All are in!
· If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to the promise.
· And if this be so
· They you too, like your Hebrew brothers, are children of Abraham
· And rightful heirs to the promises of God
· What is the prerequisite to being an heir?
· You’re part of the family
· Paul is carefully explaining to the Galatian Gentiles just that…
· You’re in the family boys!

· OK, now, let’s take a look at Paul’s argument
· We’ll cover verses 6-14 this morning
· And verse 15-25 next week

Verse 6
So also Abraham “believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness.”
· Here we see Paul brings Abraham into the conversation
· Abraham is a source of great national pride for the Hebrews
· A source of spiritual identity
· Read John 8 when you have a chance and you’ll see what great pride the Hebrews took in their ancestry to Abraham

· Paul knows all this and uses the example of Abraham to drive home his point that:
· Salvation is by grace through faith in Jesus
· And not by works of the law
· Not only did Abraham pre-exist the law…
· But scripture makes it crystal clear that Abraham was made right before God…
· (Righteous)
· Through, NOT the law, but faith
· Abraham “believed”
· It couldn’t possibly be by the law
· The law had yet to exist
· And wouldn’t for some 650 years!
· Here in Galatians 3:6 Paul is quoting Genesis 15:6
· “Abram believed the Lord, and he credited it to him as righteousness.”

Believed
· In Genesis 15:6
· Believed: a Hebrew verb, aman, meaning:
· to stand firm, to trust, to be certain, to believe in
· The word used here in Galatians for “believed” comes from the Greek root word pistis
· Also a verb
· Meaning faith
· Or “faithing”
· Or the actions or the activity of faith
· I prefer the word trust
· Strong’s concordance defines it this way:
· “To trust in Jesus or God as able to aid either in obtaining or in doing something.”
· For example: saving faith.

· Abraham believed God
· Abraham had faith in God
· Abraham was in a relationship of trust with God 
· And as a result he was made right with God
· Because of it…
· Because of trust
· “…it was credited to him as righteousness”

Verse 7
Understand, then, that those who have faith are children of Abraham.
· Understand then…
· In light of this truth that it was by faith that our patriarch Abraham was made right with God…
· So it is with us
· It is by faithing
· The activity of faith
· It is trust in God
· That makes us too part of the family

Verse 8-9
Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.
· 650 years Before Moses
· Before the Mosaic law was instituted 
· God had a relationship of faith…
· A relationship based on trust with Abraham
· A that relationship which preceded the law…
· And in that “trust relationship”
· The Almighty God of the universe made a promise to Abraham
· “All nations will be blessed through you.”
· And all means all
· It most certainly means something other than
· Hebrews only
· It most certainly means something other than
· Gentiles need not apply
· And the blessing is this…
· The way of faith
· The way of trust
· Verse 9…
· So those who rely on faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.

Verse 10-14
“For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous will live by faith.” The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person who does these things will live by them.” Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.”
· Here, Paul is basically stating to the Galatians that they’ve got two paths before them
· One path is law
· The other path is grace through faith
· And the path marked law will not get them where they want to go
· Namely being right with God
· Only the way of grace can get them there
· Grace and trust

· To his Hebrew reads he’s saying
· None of us are capable of fulfilling the entirety of the law
· It’s an all or nothing proposition
· Just as it is written in Deuteronomy 27:26
· “Cursed is everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.”
· Everything means everything
· So… 
· “Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God…” 
· But, just like our father Abraham…
· The righteous live by faith

· However, Jesus redeemed us from the curse of the Law
· The curse being this
· That no matter how hard we try
· It will NEVER EVER make us right with God



Verse 14
He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.”
· Paul is saying that
· He (God) redeemed us (Hebrews) so that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the Gentiles
· What is that blessing?
· It is friendship with God
· Intimate, personal friendship with God Almighty
· WOW!!
· Listen to the words of James 2:23
· And the scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called God’s friend.
· Friendship with God
· There is no higher blessing
· What was granted to Abraham is available to each of us 
· Friendship with God by
· … the promise of the Spirit.”
· Friends, please listen to me, it’s not about performance
· It’s ALL about relationship
· From God’s perspective, it always has been
· We’ll pick up at verse 15 next week
· Enough teaching for this morning
·  But before I end
· I want to tell you a story
· Want to share with you an experience I had with God

Friendship with God Visions:
2/21/2008 

***explain and describe the lobby***

…back at the main lobby…  
I know that I need to speak to the person at the counter and to the man sitting by the fireplace.

I want to talk to the man by the fireplace but I seem to know that I need to go to the counter first.

The person behind the counter asks me: 

“Would you like a room?” 

And I say “yes”.  

“How high would you like to go?”

“I would like to go all the way to the top”

“It will cost you everything” he says

“I understand, but I still want to go”

“No, you don’t understand, it WILL cost you EVERYTHING”

I pause to consider his words before I respond:
  
“I’m all in, there is no turning back now, I want everything God has for me, nothing more, nothing less, please give me my room key”.

The man behind the counter looks at me; nods his head knowingly and says:
 
“So be it, you can get your key from the man sitting by the fireplace”.

The man sitting by the fireplace looks like someone out of the 1940’s or 50’s.  He’s dressed in a nice business suit, wearing a hat, legs crossed, smoking a pipe and reading a news paper.  He’s sitting in a comfortable chair angled away from the fireplace and has a small table beside him.

He exudes wisdom, like a wise father figure.  I sense that he is a minister from an earlier era.  He looks like some of the pictures I’d seen before

“Excuse me Brother, I was told that I needed to get my room key from you.”

Lowering his newspaper, he looks up at me and says:

“I’m not the Brother you think I am, I’m his angel”. I’ve been waiting for you”. “I have been waiting for reassignment a very long time.  No on has been willing to pay the price” 

With that he folds up his newspaper, hands it to me saying 

“this is your key” 

Then he stands up steps forward and enters into me.

I feel the impact immediately. It feels like my spirit has gotten bigger but my body has gotten smaller. The sudden change makes me feel dizzy so I sit in the now vacant chair before me.  Immediately the chair turns and faces the fireplace front and center.  

***for 24 days, from February 21, 2008 to March 15, 2008 I had a series of amazing daily adventures with God. One vision after another. Then on March 16th…

3/16/2008
***The previous bay’s vision brought me back to the lobby, in that same chair before the fireplace***

I’m still sitting in the same chair as yesterday.  Wisdom and Revelation are back beside me.  For the first time I recognize a new door, this one isn’t easy to see, its back around the end of the check in counter and down a small hallway to the left of the elevators.

I walk over to the wooden door, it looks very much like the solid wood doors labeled with the continents but this door is labeled 

“Private”
“Authorized Personnel Only”

I try the handle and I notice that the door is locked.  It’s then that I remember the key given to me by the angel 24 days earlier. I take out the paper from under my left arm and for the first time, I open it up, the headline reads:

“TOM ZAWACKI, FRIEND of GOD”

The byline says Saint John and the article printed below is the whole of chapter 15.  I fold the paper up and effortlessly slip it into the lock, instantly the door opens.  

The room is bright and it takes my eyes a few minutes to adjust to it. When I do I notice two nice over stuffed leather chairs angled toward one another.  There’s a small round table between them with two steaming mugs of coffee at the ready.

I stand wondering what to do the next, is it right to enter, just then Wisdom whispers in my ear “You have the key, access is granted, enter in”.

I enter in, the door closes behind me and I sit down.  Jesus sits in the other chair, leans in and looks at me.  Deep in His eyes are… something like two video screens.  Their playing rapid images of… well… everything, from the beginning of time until now and from now until… until.  He’s making known to me everything he has learned from the Father. It’s vastly beyond my intellect or anything that my mind could possibly comprehend, but it is all going into my spirit and easily.

I’m reminded of John 15:15
[bookmark: _GoBack]I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.

The images stop and I look at Jesus, He truly is beautiful beyond description.  Combined with his mercy and love, I’m melting, swooning… He reaches out his right hand and touches my left arm – I’m strengthened.

Looking at him, I can’t look – I can’t bare to look away, I say

“This is the top floor isn’t it” and He says “Yes, it is”.

“Friendship with the world is hatred for me, do not love the world.  You can love the world or your can love me, you can not love both.  You’ll have to choose”.

“I choose you Lord”

He smiles and says 

“It will cost you everything”.

I smile back and say, 

“Everything is nothing compared to being here with you.”

Jesus picks up his coffee, sits back in his chair, sips and says… 

“ah, this is good, here try some.”  

Then he extends his cup to me.

I take his cup in my hands and I can feel the power of Life on it.  Without hesitation, I bring His cup to my lips, I sip and then I drink.  I can feel the warmth of Love flow throughout my being.

I sit back feeling completely satisfied, the peace is extraordinary.  No fears, no anxieties, not a care.  We sit quietly for a long time, it’s awesome.

Finally breaking the silence Jesus says 

“I have new assignments for you, the adventure has only begun.”

With that the vision fades but I’m left with the understanding that I have many more divine appointments awaiting me in the Lobby and beyond.

Those adventures lead me here 
· With a passionate message on my heart
· Friendship with God
· A message of Love, and freedom and amazing grace
· And an understanding that the Highest place we can go in God is simply this…
· To sit with him
· Listen to his voice
· And enjoy time together

Let’s Pray:
·  Oh God, we once again pray the stupid prayer
· Whatever the cost
· Lead us on into deep, abiding, intimate friendship with you
· Make it so oh Lord
· Set us free from the trappings of religion
· And lead us into a relationship of love and trust with you

Ministry Time:
· If you need prayer for any thing
· If you want deeper intimacy with God
· If you desire eyes that see and ears that hear
· Please come forward for prayer while we close today’s service with a final song
