Galatians 1:6-12

Intro
· Open Bibles to Galatians 1
· Thank you, Tom Schultz, and everyone else for filling in for me last week on short notice
· Unexpected trip to NY for my Uncle’s funeral

· Two weeks ago I began a new sermon series based on the Paul’s letter to the Galatians
· My first message was an introduction to the letter
· Basically, Paul is writing to the Galatians because:
· Jewish believers, Jewish Christians are following behind him on his missionary journeys…
· To refute his message salvation by grace
· They were telling the Galatian people that they also need to ascribe to the Jewish laws and customs to be receive salvation
· Specifically, circumcision
· They were adding law to grace
· Paul’s letter is to address these issues
· And he addresses them passionately
· Verse 6 begins Paul response to these false accusations
· Let’s take a look

Verses 6-10
6 I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel - 7 which is really no gospel at all. Evidently some people are throwing you into confusion and are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! 9 As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
10 Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.

· Right from the start Paul addresses the issue
· Verse 6 Paul is astonished at the Galatians choices
· I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting the one who called you to live in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel
· The Greek here for astonished means wonder or marvel
· Amplified says: astonished and extremely irritated
· NASB says: amazed
· Passion Translation says: shocked
· And the Message pulls no punches when it offers their take on verses 6-7:
· I can’t believe your fickleness - how easily you have turned traitor to him who called you by the grace of Christ by embracing a variant message! It is not a minor variation, you know; it is completely other, an alien message, a no-message, a lie about God. Those who are provoking this agitation among you are turning the Message of Christ on its head.
· Paul is communicating in as bold of terms as he can that…
· THIS IS A BIG DEAL!
· This is NOT insignificant
· It is VITALLY important
· Guys, it was then…
· And it is now.

· In Paul’s other letters he always begins with offering thanks for the people he is writing to
· He does this in the beginning of his letters to the:
· Romans 1:8-15
· 1 Corinthians 1:4-9
· Philippians 1:3-11
· Colossians 1:3-8
· and 1 Thessalonians 1:2-10
· But not here to the Galatians
· Here Paul gets right down to business
· Essentially saying 
· "We need to talk."
· This is the only time that Paul leaves out his expression of thanksgiving when addressing any church
· He’s not happy with them

· Paul’s passion continues unabated in verses 8-9
· But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach a gospel other than the one we preached to you, let them be under God’s curse! As we have already said, so now I say again: If anybody is preaching to you a gospel other than what you accepted, let them be under God’s curse!
· Paul does not care where this alternate false “gospel” came from…
· He is unimpressed with who preached it
· Even if it came from an angel in heaven!
· And to underscore it he repeats himself
· let them be under God’s curse!
· Let these false preachers of a false gospel be under God’s curse.
· Wow!
· Paul is fired up!
· I like the Message’s take on verses 8-9
· Let me be blunt: If one of us - even if an angel from heaven! - were to preach something other than what we preached originally, let him be cursed. I said it once; I’ll say it again: If anyone, regardless of reputation or credentials, preaches something other than what you received originally, let him be cursed.
· It is truly impossible for Paul to express his passionate disapproval with any more intensity than he does here right here

Why?
· Why is this happening?
· Why are these Jewish Christians doing this?
· Because the old fights against the new
· Because old wineskins cannot contain new wine
· Because the nature of religion is to put the weight of performance on people’s shoulders
· Weight they can not bare
· Weight they were never designed to bare
· Weight that God has not placed on them

· Why are the Galatians so susceptible to this deception?
· So many reasons
· Because they are human
· Just like us
· Because it’s human nature to want control
· We want to be independent, self sufficient and under control
· We want to rely on our performance
· It’s identifies where we stand on humanity’s pecking order of life
· I may not be as good as this guy
· But I’m so much than that guy!
· Religion loves rules and regulations
· Because by them they can measure who’s in and who’s out
· Who’s holy and who isn’t
· Who is bona fide and approved and acceptable
· And who is illegitimate, disapproved and unacceptable
· Who are members in good standing and who aren’t
· Because religious leaders are prone to control
· And the fear of disappointing God is a powerful motivating weapon
· Because the gospel of grace offends our pride
· It offends our human nature to admit we need a savior
· We can not do it on our own
· We can not make it on our own

· Why is Paul so fired up in responding to all this?
· Because this approach is completely counter to the new covenant
· Because it guts the new covenant of it’s purpose and intent
· Taking us back to the old
· Because it’s like cancer to the body or yeast in the dough and must be dealt with severely and definitively
· With extreme prejudice
· Because just a little can damage the whole body or the whole loaf
· Paul knows all too well what it is like to live under the law
· And where it leads
· And he will not allow this to take place without a fight
· So here we have Paul’s passionate fighting words 

Verse 10
· Apparently, some false accusations have been leveled against Paul
· One that he was a people please
· Speaking this grace message just to make people happy
· And make people like him
· Another is that this gospel has an illegitimate origin
· That Paul learned it form someone else
· Like one of the other disciples / apostles
· Paul addresses the first false accusation in verse 10
· Am I now trying to win the approval of human beings, or of God? Or am I trying to please people? If I were still trying to please people, I would not be a servant of Christ.
· In these last 5 verses Paul makes it perfectly clear that he is not a people pleaser
· Nor is he looking for the approval of men
· If he were, this letter would have a drastically softer tone

Verses 11-12
· Verses 11-12 addresses the origin of this gospel of grace
· I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preached is not of human origin. I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by revelation from Jesus Christ.
· Like so many of the biblical authors before him…
· Paul got his message directly from God himself
· This is NOT human gospel
· It is a Divine Gospel

· This remarkable event is described Acts 9:1-9 
Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take them as prisoners to Jerusalem. As he neared Damascus on his journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. He fell to the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?”

“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the sound but did not see anyone. Saul got up from the ground, but when he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand into Damascus. For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink anything.
· Jesus spoke to Paul directly on the Road to Damascus
· After that Paul spent three days without his sight
· That’s when Ananias came to him.  
· It was probably during this time…
· Either on the road or during the three days
· That Jesus brought His gospel to Paul.  
· That Paul was told what to do
· As Jesus said in verse 6
· “Now get up and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”
· Concerning this Martin Luther writes:
· "Paul did not receive instruction from Ananias.  Paul had already been called, enlightened, and taught by Christ in the road.  His contact with Ananias was merely a testimonial to the fact that Paul had been called by Christ to preach the gospel."
· Acts 9:10-19 tells the account of Ananias’ visit to see Paul
· Great story of prophetic directions
· Read it for yourselves
· It is clear that Paul had the gospel right off
· Because he was saved and then immediately began to preach the message Jesus gave him 
· Acts 9:20-22 tells us so…
· Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. At once he began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. All those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name? And hasn’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief priests?” Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.

Why is this important for us to know?
· Because we can learn from it
· When people don’t like the message, they will do two things
· First try to change it to suit their purposes
· Next, they’ll attack the messenger
· He’s a people pleaser
· He’s illegitimate
· His message is incomplete and lacking

· Because this battle over the gospel of grace rages to this very day
· And we need to be as passionate about it as Paul
· If you give law an inch it’ll take a yard
· If you make space for performance based Christianity 
· It will consume you until it destroys you

· Because any other message than salvation by grace alone through faith alone is a lie from the pit of hell.
· And sadly, it is pervasive through too much of the church today.

As your pastor, I want you to know
· I fully embrace the message of grace
· Ephesians 2:8-9
· For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith - and this is not from yourselves, it is the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast.
· That God truly does loves us with a great and lavish love
· 1 John 3:1
· See what great love the Father has lavished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!
· That our God is rich in mercy!
· Ephesians 2:4-5
· But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions - it is by grace you have been saved.
· That God is love and that he is not counting men’s sins against them
· 2 Corinthians 5:17-19
· Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is here! All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the ministry of reconciliation: that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of reconciliation.
· That our God is not an angry judge but a loving Father as described by Paul
· 2 Corinthians 1:3
· Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort.
· I believe the good news of the gospel is just that – Good News!

Let’s Pray
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Oh God set us free
· Write the truth of the gospel on our hearts
· Let us become more intimately acquainted with your grace

Ministry Time
· If you need to be set free from the entanglements of religion
· Please come up for prayer
· If performance based Christianity has burdened you
· Please come up for prayer
· If the reality of God’s grace in everyday life is foreign to you
· Please come up for prayer
· If you need prayer for anything at all
· Please come up for prayer
