Vision for The Bridge – Long Island
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to Matthew 5:13-16
2. Departure from Live Love Series

3. Today: Vision

A. What has God said?

B. Where are we going?

a. To the Streets

C. How do we get there?

a. Relationship

b. Training

c. Rethinking Church

d. Doin’ The Stuff

4. Read & Pray Matthew 5:13-16 (NIV)
13"You are the salt of the earth. But if the salt loses its saltiness, how can it be made salty again? It is no longer good for anything, except to be thrown out and trampled by men. 14"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15Neither do people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and it gives light to everyone in the house. 16In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.

A. Check Out the Message

B. 13"Let me tell you why you are here. You're here to be salt-seasoning that brings out the God-flavors of this earth. If you lose your saltiness, how will people taste godliness? You've lost your usefulness and will end up in the garbage.  14-16"Here's another way to put it: You're here to be light, bringing out the God-colors in the world. God is not a secret to be kept. We're going public with this, as public as a city on a hill. If I make you light-bearers, you don't think I'm going to hide you under a bucket, do you? I'm putting you on a light stand. Now that I've put you there on a hilltop, on a light stand—shine! Keep open house; be generous with your lives. By opening up to others, you'll prompt people to open up with God, this generous Father in heaven.
C. I love the way Peterson says things…

a. God Flavors

b. God Colors

c. Light-bearers

II. What has God said to me?

1. LIVE LOVE

2. Visions of Lighthouse shinning light into dark waters

3. Nadine Pregnant Dream

A. Dad has plans for the baby

a. Training and then join the Air Force
III. Where are we going?

1. To the Streets

A. John Wimber said that “The Meat is in the Streets”

a. It’s still out there

b. And so are your very best lessons in discipleship and spiritual maturity

c. If we stay cloistered within the four walls of the church we die – life is outside

i. “In the cage there is food, not much, but there is food outside are only great stretches of freedom.”

· Nick Sandoval - Chilean Mathematician and Poet
d. Inside the church there is food, not much but there is food. Outside are only great stretches of freedom and it is for freedom that Christ has set us free.
i. Getting our light out from under the bucket

e. My goal, my vision is to get us outside the church – that’s where we’re going.

B. Seed Planters

a. I Corinthians 3:5-9

i. 5What, after all, is Apollos? And what is Paul? Only servants, through whom you came to believe—as the Lord has assigned to each his task. 6I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God made it grow. 7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow. 8The man who plants and the man who waters have one purpose, and each will be rewarded according to his own labor. 9For we are God's fellow workers; you are God's field, God's building.
b. We all want harvest – but if there is ever going to be harvest, someone has to plant seeds

c. I LOVE planting seeds!

2. We are going to the streets

A. "The meat is in the street" John Wimber

a. I want to train and equip us to be effective in the streets

B. We are to be a lighthouse 

a. Shining light into the darkness

b. Rescuing people from dark waters

c. But I need to prepare the church

i. To be effective

ii. To be safe

iii. I don’t want you to die out there

IV. How do we get there

1. Relationship

A. Live Love

a. Foundational and critical

b. To be brutally honest…

i. Two groups here need to become one

· Those who were happy with Rick and those who were unhappy

· You need to forgive and love one another

· it’s time to move past these issues

· It’s time to move on

· It’s you’re greatest Live Love Test

· It’s more important to love than it is to be right

· If being right comes at the expense of love, the price is too high.

· Division over “rightness” has got to die in THE Church – it might as well start with this church.

· For us to move forward as a group you need to trust me as your leader but you also need to trust one another.

B. Purposed Relationship Building Activities

a. Band of Brothers

b. Classic Movie Night

c. BBQs & Ice Cream Socials

2. Training

A. Streams Courses
a. It’s our spiritual DNA

i. Character over gifting

ii. The Awe of God

· Living Supernatural Lives in the Power of the Holy Spirit

B. Finish “Art of Hearing God” end of July

a. Take the month of August off from meetings

i. Everyone can use a break from meetings

b. Tuesday Nights

i. Start “Understanding Dreams & Visions” course in Sept. ‘09

ii. Start the “Advanced Workshop in Dream Interpretation” in Nov. ‘09

c. Benefits

i. A Common Vocabulary

ii. A Common understanding of my values

C. Guest Speakers

a. I have favor and contacts

b. Bring in people who have what we need

c. Conferences, Seminars, Workshops

3. Rethinking Church
A. Why?
a. I love you

b. I love the Lost

c. I want both to have a life enhancing experience

B. It is time for Change

a. What we did no longer works

b. I refuse to maintain the status quo

i. I didn’t sign up to polish monuments to what God did

· I want to do what God is doing

c. I am a change agent

i. It’s part of what I carry in the Spirit

· And it’s part of the reason God brought me to you

C. A New World

a. The world around us has changed but the church hasn't

b. What we did no longer works

i. We need to find new ways of doing old things

· I want to hold to the orthodoxy of our Christian faith

· But lose the baggage of How we do what we believe

· I want to do what God is doing

· I don’t want to build monuments and maintain structures to what God once did

ii. We need to change our hearts and our minds

· We need to be lovers of people

· We need to think differently

· We need new language and vocabulary

iii. We need new objectives and goals

c. We need to better understand the un-churched

i. We need to think outside the church box

· Messy is good

· Example: bubbles

· We need to be trained to effectively use the gifts of the Spirit outside the church in a world that is very different than it was 5, 10, 25 or 30 years ago.

D. Two Book Clubs on Thursday Nights
a. First - The Shack by William P Young: Sept. ‘09
b. Second – UnChristian by David Kinnaman & Gabe Lyons of the Barna Group: Nov. ‘09
c. Format

i. Read chapters before the meeting

ii. Discuss as a group

d. Purpose

i. I want to foster dialogue
ii. I want to help you think outside the church box

· The Shack will challenge 
· Your concepts of God
· How He relates to us

· And how He works in our lives
· UnChristian will 
· Open your eyes to just how poorly the Church is perceived
· It will also challenge us to rethink how we relate to and engage a post Christian world.

· I don’t agree with everything in these two books but that doesn’t frighten me

· There is vastly more meat than bone in both works

4. Doin the Stuff

A. OJT

a. Finally we will just go out and do it

b. We will try different things and see what works

c. We will be a lighthouse

i. We will be light in darkness and rescue those drowning in dark spiritual waters.

d. Prophetic Evangelism Outreaches

i. Dream Interpretation

ii. Life Readings

iii. Process Evangelism

5. Though I have experience and expertise - I don’t have it all figured out

A. I like it that way

B. It forces me to trust God

C. I go as far as He gives me light

D. As we follow the cloud he will show us more

V. Ministry Time
1. Pray for grace and God’s vision to come to pass

2. Pray for a release of revelation & words of knowledge

3. Ask for words of knowledge from the congregation

4. Have the person receiving the word pray for the person in need

5. TZ Revelation

A. God is painting with new colors on a new white canvas

B. Legs, knees
C. Respiratory difficulties

