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God wants Christians to live a new life, radically different from the old. 

The natural person does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are folly to him, and 

he is not able to understand them because they are spiritually discerned. (1 Corinthians 2:14) 

 

I. Christians are to replace old worldly thoughts with the truth. (v 20-21) 

So from now on we regard no one from a worldly point of view. Though we once regarded 

Christ in this way, we do so no longer. Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has 

come: The old has gone, the new is here! (2 Corinthians 5:16-17) 

 

…the grace of God has appeared that offers salvation to all people. It teaches us to say “No” to 

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this 

present age, while we wait for the blessed hope—the appearing of the glory of our great God 

and Savior, Jesus Christ… (Titus 2:11-13) 

 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except 

through me. (John 14:6) 

 

II. Christians are to replace old corrupt desires with godly attitudes. (v 22-23) 

At one time we too were foolish, disobedient, deceived and enslaved by all kinds of passions 

and pleasures. We lived in malice and envy, being hated and hating one another. (Titus 3:3) 

 

… encourage one another daily, as long as it is called “Today,” so that none of you may be 

hardened by sin’s deceitfulness. (Hebrews 3:13) 

 

Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where Christ is, 

seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. For you 

died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ, who is your life, appears, 

then you also will appear with him in glory.  

Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, 

lust, evil desires and greed, which is idolatry. Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 

You used to walk in these ways, in the life you once lived. But now you must also rid 

yourselves of all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander, and filthy language from 

your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off your old self with its practices and 

have put on the new self, which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its Creator. 

(Colossians 3:1-10.) 



 

…throw off your old evil nature and your former way of life, which is rotten through and 

through, full of lust and deception. Instead, there must be a spiritual renewal of your thoughts 

and attitudes. (v. 22-23 NLT) 

 

Therefore, since Christ suffered in his body, arm yourselves also with the same attitude, 

because whoever suffers in the body is done with sin. As a result, they do not live the rest of 

their earthly lives for evil human desires, but rather for the will of God. For you have spent 

enough time in the past doing what pagans choose to do—living in debauchery, lust, 

drunkenness, orgies, carousing and detestable idolatry. They are surprised that you do not join 

them in their reckless, wild living, and they heap abuse on you. But they will have to give 

account to him who is ready to judge the living and the dead. (1 Peter 4:1-5) 

 

Be always at war with your vices, at peace with your neighbors, and let each new year find you 

a better man. -Benjamin Franklin 

III. Christians are to replace the feebleness of old man with the power of the Holy Spirit. 

Therefore, since we have these promises, dear friends, let us purify ourselves from everything 

that contaminates body and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God. (2 Corinthians 

7:1) 

 

Therefore, with minds that are alert and fully sober, set your hope on the grace to be brought to 

you when Jesus Christ is revealed at his coming. As obedient children, do not conform to the 

evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance. But just as he who called you is holy, so be 

holy in all you do; for it is written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” (1 Peter 1:13-16) 

 

In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. Therefore do not 

let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its evil desires. Do not offer any part of 

yourself to sin as an instrument of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God as those who 

have been brought from death to life; and offer every part of yourself to him as an instrument of 

righteousness. For sin shall no longer be your master, because you are not under the law, but 

under grace. (Romans 6:11-14) 

 

The one who sows to please his sinful nature, from that nature will reap destruction; the one 

who sows to please the Spirit, from the Spirit will reap eternal life. (Galatians 6:8) 

 


