DIRT
How fertile is your soul?

Play “Dirt” – FGL – Acoustic Remix - 


Have you ever thought about how important DIRT is to our survival? 

· The planet that we live on is made from DIRT.
· Everything built… is built on it.
· Every crop, fruit, tree, produced is planted in it.
· Water, Gas, Oil – all come from inside the dirt.
· Not to mention – Man was made from it! 

· Genesis 2:7 – “Then the LORD God formed the man from the dust of the ground. He breathed the breath of life into the man's nostrils, and the man became a living person.”

· Everything we do in life depends on DIRT.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



It’s amazing to me how much a difference there is between good dirt and sorry dirt.

· EX – Bad Soil
· Hard – Can’t dig,
· Nothing grows – patchy yard, spotty crop
· Soft and Sandy – it blows away. 
· Tears up machinery
· Doesn’t produce good crops
· Barrel Racers complain about it.
· It’s no fun having terrible dirt

· Good dirt 
· Is awesome!
· Build a good solid foundation on it – and a house can stand for 100’s of years
· Perks – good – meaning it drains well
· In an arena – good dirt provides good footing for animals.

· But the most useful part of good dirt is…IT PRODUCES SOMETHING!
· Crops
· You can GROW something in it. 

· Your can drive by a field and just tell if the dirt is any good.
· Crops are splotchy – red hard ground
· Or Fields are lush with wheat bushel after bushel
· Difference between ground N. of WW and the Moscow Flatts S. of Moorland. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



In the same way… that fertile soil produces great crops…
· A fertile soul/heart can produce great spiritual crops as well!



· What do I mean by a fertile soul?
· A soul that is ready to receive the seed God wants to plant in us; and produce a spiritual crop for Him. 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


Today I want to start a series entitled

Dirt
How fertile is your soul?





Jesus shares a parable (story) about different types of spiritual soil and what they did or did not produce…


· Matthew 13:3b-23 – …“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. 4As he scattered them across his field, some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5Other seeds fell on shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was shallow. 6But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep roots, they died. 7Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender plants. 8Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty, sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! 9Anyone with ears to hear should listen and understand.”

10His disciples came and asked him, “Why do you use parables when you talk to the people?” 11He replied, “You are permitted to understand the secrets of the Kingdom of Heaven, but others are not. 12To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away from them. 13That is why I use these parables, for they look, but they don’t really see. They hear, but they don’t really listen or understand. 14This fulfills the prophecy of Isaiah that says, ‘When you hear what I say, you will not understand. When you see what I do, you will not comprehend. 15For the hearts of these people are hardened, and their ears cannot hear, and they have closed their eyes— so their eyes cannot see, and their ears cannot hear, and their hearts cannot understand, and they cannot turn to me and let me heal them.’ 16“But blessed are your eyes, because they see; and your ears, because they hear. 17I tell you the truth, many prophets and righteous people longed to see what you see, but they didn’t see it. And they longed to hear what you hear, but they didn’t hear it. 18“Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting seeds: 19The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their hearts. 20The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the message and immediately receive it with joy. 21But since they don’t have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22The seed that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as had been planted!”


In this parable…we see 4 types of soil – and 4 outcomes from planting in them. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Seed that was cast on…

· 1st - FOOTPATH – Hard packed – seed was on top of the ground – so the birds just ate it.
· 2nd - SHALLOW SOIL – not deep enough to take root – so it died.
· 3rd - THORNY SOIL – grew up – but got choked out by the thorn bushes.
· 4th - FERTILE SOIL – good soil that produced a great crop. 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


This parable is a parallel to our lives…

· God -- is the Farmer…
· We -- are the Soil…
· Seeds -- are the seeds of the gospel planted in us to produce a crop of salvation and godliness!

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



You may be thinking…
What kind of seeds does God plant in us?


EX – 

1st - Seed of Salvation – this is a seed that God plants in us that reveals our need for Jesus. Reveals our Need to be saved from our sin. 


Once we’re saved…God then plants more seeds in our lives till the day we die…


2nd - Seeds of Spiritual Fruit 

· Galatians 5:22-23 – “But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control.”


· As believers we are called to BEAR FRUIT!
· So God plants seeds that are supposed to bear spiritual fruit…

· Seeds of…
· LOVE
· JOY
· PEACE
· PATIENCE
· KINDNESS
· GOODNESS
· FAITHFULNESS
· GENTLENESS
· SELF-CONTROL
· I would add…
· HOPE
· POWER
· PERSEVERENCE
· GRACE
· MERCY
· FORGIVNESS
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


How do we cultivate a fertile soul to receive these seeds?




1. A fertile soul PREPARES for seed. 


EX – PLANTED SEED IN MY YARD LAST WEEK.
· Prep the ground.
· Clean up all the debris 
· Plant the seed
· Rake it in
· Water the fool out of it

· I prepared my yard for the seed to give it the best possible chance of germinating and growing grass.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


In the same way…
· If we want to produce a spiritual crop in and through our lives.
· We must prepare our soul to receive the seed.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



How do we prepare our soul?

1st – We open our hearts to Jesus – and accept the seed of salvation.



· We give our lives to Jesus!
· The only way to have a fertile soul – is to have Jesus in our lives! 

· John 14:6 – “Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except through me.”



· If we have any hope of bearing eternal fruit – we must know Jesus.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


How does someone who doesn’t know Jesus open their heart and allow Him to plant the seed of salvation in them?


Answer: Keep searching. Be curious about Jesus.
· Ask questions.
· Study Christianity 
· Seek answers
· Try praying and asking God if He’s real to reveal Himself to you.


· Jeremiah 29:13 – “You will seek me and find me when you seek me with all your heart.”


God promises anyone that if they seek after Him – they will find Him!




Often times God uses others to prepare you to be saved.

· You don’t believe.
· But for some reason you’ve encountered a lot of Christians lately.
· You’re here today – cause someone invited you.
· Listening to this online – cause someone told you to check it out! 
· At work there is always someone talking about Jesus.

· THIS IS GOD AT WORK – PREPARING YOU HEART FOR SALVATION!

· This is a BEAUTIFUL THING…

· Romans 10:15b – “ As it is written: "How beautiful are the feet of those who bring good news!"
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


My encouragement to those of you that these things are happening to you – OPEN YOUR HEART. 
· Allow God to show you His love.
· And receive it. 

How do we prepare for seed?
1st – It starts with opening our hearts and accepting the seed of salvation.
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



How else do we prepare our soul for seeds that God wants to plant in us?

Once you’re saved…



2nd – We CULTIVATE a daily relationship with Jesus.

Cultivate – prepare – use dirt for crops.
· Plow, dig, till, hoe, work, fertilize, weed…


Spiritually speaking… we cultivate our soul daily. 



· 1st - Read the Bible – The bible is a book of seeds.
· As we read it God plants seeds in our hearts.
· And strengthens us to grow spiritually.


· Vs. 12 – “12To those who listen to my teaching, more understanding will be given, and they will have an abundance of knowledge. But for those who are not listening, even what little understanding they have will be taken away from them.”
· Vs. 23 - 23The seed that fell on good soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word

Good soil represents those who…
· Listen to God’s Word
· Read it

· And God will plant more knowledge, wisdom, strength, power in you.

· Hebrews 4:12 – “For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow. It exposes our innermost thoughts and desires.”
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

I’m telling you…
· Once you experience the power of God’s Word penetrating your heart, mind, and soul… there is nothing more powerful!
· The healing you find in it.
· The power
· The promises
· The Truth
· The Hope
· Are all found in the Word of God!! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


It’s been said that… “We read every other book…but the bible reads us.”
· And plants seeds in our hearts and minds as we read it.

One of the greatest ways to prepare our soul for seed…is to read God’s Word!
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


We prepare for seed when we…

· 2nd - Pray – Daily talking to God – and letting Him talk to you ---- is vital for preparing our souls for seeds to be planted.

· Philippians 4:6 – “6Don’t worry about anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all he has done.”

· Prayer prepares our soul to receive the seeds God wants to plant in us – and produce a crop of godliness!! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



We prepare for seed by…


· 3rd - Build Christ-centered Friendships – We hang out with other believers. 

· Hebrews 10:24-25 - 24And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, 25not giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching.

EX – Josh and Sara – we’ve planted seeds in each others lives for years and it has made each of us better.  

· Many of you have built amazing Christ-centered friendships here at 1000 Hills and you know the blessing it is to have people planting seeds of faith in you and vice-versa…
· There is nothing better!! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------


[bookmark: _GoBack]Some of the greatest seeds that have been planted in my soul – have been planted there by others.

· People to spur me on.
· To encourage me.
· To hold me accountable.
· To fight the good fight with. 

· If you’re going to grow in you relationship with Christ – you need others.

· If our soul is going to be fertile and the seed that God wants to plant in you will grow – we need people in our lives 


We must cultivate a daily relationship with Jesus….

1st – Reading the Bible
2nd – Praying
3rd – Building Christ-centered friendships
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



Lastly


· 4th - Share our Faith – we prepare for God to use us when we openly share our faith with others. (Part 2)

· Mark 16:15 – “And then he told them, "Go into all the world and preach the Good News to everyone.”

· This powerful privilege – can grow us more than we ever imagined. 

This is where we will pick it up next Sunday! 
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------



These daily disciplines PREPARE us to receive the seeds that God wants to plant in us.




Closing:

How fertile is your soul?
Is it ready and worked to receive the seeds God wants to sow in your life?




Pray together:


How fertile is your soul. 
I want to be prepared for God to plant the seeds He want’s planted in my life!
I want to have a fertile soul.
I want to cultivate a daily relationship with Jesus. 


Have you opened your heart up to the Lord and received?
Are you cultivating your soul daily through spending time with the Lord.
· Bible
· Praying
· Developing Christ-centered Friendships
· Sharing your faith
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