Healing 4

I. Intro
1.  Open Bibles to Mark 1:21-28

2.  Personal testimony
A. Wednesday, July 27th 
a.  I had a dream
i.  Stripped and put in prison
b.  Oncology appointment
c.  Coffee with Jerry and Gloria
d.  Bank
e.  Bulk Barn
f.  QEH ER
i.  Symptoms, Family History and Depressed T wave
· Admitted
B. Thursday, July 28th 
a.  St. John Regional Hospital
b.  4 Hours by ambulance
C. Friday, July 29th 
a.  Dodged a bullet
i.  Others hit by bullet 
· Sent home with meds and restrictions
D. Friday, July 29th – Tuesday, August, 2nd
a.  Rest and restrictions
E. Tuesday, August 2nd 
a.  2:30 PM Heart cath
i.  No Blockages
· Off all cardiac medications
· Beta blocker, blood thinner, Nitro Patch
· “No need to see a cardiologist, there is nothing wrong with your heart.” ~ The Doctor
ii.  So, doctor, why did this happen?
· We don’t know, you have a unique and unusual heartbeat.
F. So, what changed from Wednesday, July 27th to Tuesday, August 2nd?
a.  People prayed.
i.  Lots of people prayed.
· You prayed and people from around the world prayed.
· God answered and I was healed.
· 8-10 medical professional across two hospitals, including specialty in cardiology believed there was something seriously wrong with my heart.
. For a week people prayed and my heart is whole!
· We are eternally grateful, thank you.
· And thank you Lord!
. On to today’s sermon…

3.  Continue our Series on “Healing”
A. Healing 1
a.  Foundational Observations
i.  Healing was part of Jesus’ Ministry from the very beginning
ii.  There is a connection between “the Kingdom” and healing
iii.  Jesus walked the talk
· Proclamation and demonstration
b.  Why look at Healing
i.  I want us to live supernatural lives
ii.  I feel a reasonability to prepare you to live by the Spirit
iii.  Healing is a practical way to apply the practice of hearing God and obeying what he says to do.
c.  How we would look at Healing
i.  Look through Jesus’ healing encounters in the Gospel of Mark
ii.  See how Jesus healed the sick and glean from it
B. “Healing 2 - The Kingdom”
a.  The Kingdom of God & Healing
b.  Four Theological Interpretations of The Kingdom of God
i.  A political kingdom only
ii.  A spiritual kingdom only
iii.  A future kingdom only
iv.  Or a present kingdom
c.  We examined the Biblical Evidence for each interpretation
d.  Vineyard Perspective
i.  The kingdom is now and not yet; present and future with a genuine spiritual dynamic
· We live between the Resurrection and the Second Coming
· Though our victory is absolutely assured, a extremely real spiritual battle continues to rage all around us.
. This is one possible explanation as to why we sometimes see people healed when we pray and other times we don’t
C. Last Week: Tom Schultz
a.  Healing Mediation
i.  Another excellent message
· Thank you Tom
D. Today: Healing 4 – Mark 1
a.  Begin a look at Jesus’ healing encounters in Mark’s gospel
b.  I’ll be sharing observations from Jesus’ first healing encounter as recorded by Mark.
c.  I have 6 observations to offer
d.  We will be praying for the sick after the message
i.  Please be listening for words of knowledge 
· I’ll ask for them at the end

4.  Read & Pray Mark 1:21-28
A.  They went to Capernaum, and when the Sabbath came, Jesus went into the synagogue and began to teach. The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law. Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are - the Holy One of God!" "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek. The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching - and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him." News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee.  
 Observation # 1
5.  Mark is a man of few words
A. Jesus’ back story begins with an adult John the Baptist in Mark’s gospel
a.  While Matthew begins with Jesus’ genealogy
i.  Followed by his birth, the visit of the Magi, their escape to Egypt and return to Nazareth.
ii.  We don’t see the Baptist until chapter three
b.  And Luke give us the greatest back story detail including
i.  The details concerning the Baptist conception & birth
ii.  Jesus’ conception & birth
iii.  Jesus’ boyhood account (the only one)
iv.  John’s ministry
v.  Jesus’ baptism
vi.  Jesus’ genealogy
vii.  Jesus’ adult ministry is until chapter four
c.  John takes an entirely different approach, he begins chapter one with a metaphoric theological introduction 
i.  But introduces the Baptist at verse 15 
ii.  And Jesus’ ministry at verse 35
· OK, Back to Mark…
B. Mark concisely describes
a.  John’s ministry in his first 9 verses
b.  Jesus’ baptism and temptation in verses 10-13
c.  And he completes the calling of the first disciples by verse 20
d.  Mark is a man of few words
i.  He gets right to the point.
ii.  We need to read Mark’s gospel carefully – because we can easily over look something important

II. Observation # 2 is…
1.  Geographical – Jesus moved around, a lot!
A. Verse 9 “At that time Jesus came from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan”
B. Nazareth was about 14 miles east of the Jordan River
C. The Jordan River ran for about 50 miles connecting the Sea of Galilee to it’s north and the Dead Sea to it’s south.
D. John 1:28 tells us that “This all happened at Bethany on the other side of the Jordan, where John was baptizing.”
a.  There were two Bethanys
i.  Show map slide
ii.  Bethany where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead
iii.  And Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John baptized Jesus
iv.  About 20 miles apart
b.  This Bethany was located at the southern end of the Jordan on it’s eastern side
i.  Some 60 miles southeast of Nazareth
E. From his Baptism Jesus moved geographically into the Wilderness
a.  And it was immediate
i.  Mark 1:12-13 “At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.”
b.  Most of my resources believe that this desert was an area Just north of Jericho on the west side of the Jordan
c.  Maybe 8 miles from the site of his baptism
F. His next move is North of Jericho to Galilee
a.  From this wilderness Jesus heads north from Judea through Samaria into Galilee “…proclaiming the good news of God. The time has come," he said. "The kingdom of God is near. Repent and believe the good news!" (Mark1:14-15)
G. Jesus works his way up around the northern banks of the Sea of Galilee where he calls his first disciples Peter, Andrew, James & John
a.  About 60 miles from Jericho
i.  Next…
H. They went to Capernaum (Mark 1:21)
a.  Capernaum means “village of comfort”
b.  Matthew 4:13 tells us that Jesus lived in Capernaum
c.  Jesus preached at Capernaum’s synagogue
d.  Jesus preformed miracles in Capernaum
e.  Jesus judges Capernaum (Matthew 11:23-24)
I. “And you, Capernaum, will you be lifted up to the skies? No, you will go down to the depths. If the miracles that were performed in you had been performed in Sodom, it would have remained to this day. But I tell you that it will be more bearable for Sodom on the day of judgment than for you."
a.  Jesus moved about regionally in the early phases of his ministry

III. Observation # 3
1.  Between Jesus’ Baptism and The beginning of his Ministry there was…
A. Wilderness, temptation and high level spiritual warfare
B. First Jesus battled Satan in the desert
C. Then he battled religious spirits in the synagogue
a.  Have any of you experienced…
i.  A wilderness?
ii.  Temptation?
iii.  Significant spiritual warfare?
· Be encouraged
· It’s not punishment
· It’s not an indication that you’ve done anything wrong
· It’s not your fault.
· It’s just part of the journey
. Even Jesus experienced it

IV. Observation # 4
1.  Jesus exhibited Authority in his preaching (Mark 1:22)
A. “The people were amazed at his teaching, because he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law”
B. Proclaiming the Kingdom and the presence of authority stirred up the demonic
C. Demonstrating the Kingdom and the exercising of authority cast the demon out (Mark 1:23-26)
a.  “Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out, "What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are - the Holy One of God!" "Be quiet!" said Jesus sternly. "Come out of him!" The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek.” 

2.  Let’s set the scene
A. Jesus is probably preaching one of his first sermons
B. The people are tracking with him
a.  “…amazed at his teaching…” (vs.22)
b.  Kind of like when Tom Schultz preaches… 
C. Jesus is doing better than the regularly scheduled teachers
a.  “…he taught them as one who had authority, not as the teachers of the law.” (vs.22)
D. Jesus is interrupted (vs.23)
a.  “Just then a man in their synagogue who was possessed by an evil spirit cried out”
b.  Amplified adds: “a deep and terrible cry from the depths of his throat”
i.  Luke 4:33 adds “at the top of his voice”
c.  Verse 24 probably sounded something like this:
i.  “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us? I know who you are - the Holy One of God!”
ii.  Do you think this could have disrupted the service?
d.  Was this man a member of the synagogue or just visiting?
i.  Can church members be demonized?
· I’ve met some who were
· How many of you have seen a demon manifest? 
· In a church service?
· Me too
ii.  Can a Christian be demonized? Possessed?
· A sermon for another day
· short answer: demonized yes, possessed no.
e.  Though specifically unidentified, from the situation described here, what kind of demon do you think this was?
i.  Competition? Insecurity, Jealousy? Religious? Political?
E. What is the answer to the demons question in vs. 24?
a.  “What do you want with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have you come to destroy us?”
i.  YES! Absolutely Yes! Unequivocally, YES!
b.  “The reason the Son of God appeared was to destroy the devil's work.” (1 John 3:8b)
V. Observation # 5
1.  What did and didn’t Jesus do?
A. What did Jesus say?
a.  Very little
i.  Five words: “Be Quiet” “Come out of Him”
B. How did he say it?
a.  Sternly (NIV)
b.  Greek: epitimao (eh-pee-tee-ma-ho)
i.  to admonish or charge sharply
· KJV translates it “rebuked”
c.  Does that mean he yelled?
i.  Maybe, maybe not.
ii.  I’ve discovered that when I lose my temper I lose my authority
iii.  People with real authority don’t have to yell
iv.  They can even whisper and what they want gets done.
v.  Loud does not equal anointed or authority
C. Did Jesus dialogue with the demon?
a.  No.
i.  Why not?
· Jesus had all the information he needed

2.  What was the result?
A. The evil spirit left (vs. 26)
a.  The evil spirit shook the man violently and came out of him with a shriek
B. The people were amazed (vs. 27)
a.  The people were all so amazed that they asked each other, "What is this? A new teaching - and with authority! He even gives orders to evil spirits and they obey him
C. New about Jesus spread quickly over the region (vs. 28)
a.  News about him spread quickly over the whole region of Galilee
i.  Power encounters like this will capture the crowd’s attention.
D. Was the man healed? Yes or no?
a.  I say yes, the man was healed
i.  Deliverance is a form of healing
E. Was the kingdom demonstrated?
a.  Without a doubt
i.  The dynamic rule and reign of God over the evil one and his deeds was clearly exercised and demonstrated
F. Was the kingdom advanced?
a.  Yes, where we have the proclamation of the kingdom and the demonstration of the kingdom…
i.  The kingdom of God is advanced
G. Did Jesus do what he said he would do in mission statement of Luke 4:18-19?
a.  The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to:
i.  Preach good news to the poor. 
ii.  He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 
iii.  and recovery of sight for the blind, 
iv.  to release the oppressed, 
v.  to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor
b.  Let’s see
i.  It was good news to this poor man
ii.  It was freedom to this spiritual prisoner
iii.  His (spiritually) blinded eyes were opened
iv.  It was release for this oppressed one
v.  The favor of God was his that day

VI. Observation #6 Submission and Authority
1.  An observation about submission and authority
A. These two words have been used and abused
B. Help me offer a healthier perspective

2.  First we saw the submitted Jesus
A. From Mark chapter 1
B. Submitted to His Father and The Holy Spirit in the incarnation
a.  By becoming the word made flesh dwelling among us.
C. Submitted to His Father in baptism
D. Submitted to the Holy Spirit in going out to the wilderness. 

3.  Next we saw the authority of Jesus. 
A. Authority when He was with the wild animals. 
B. Authority when the angels served Him. 
C. Authority when announcing the presence of the kingdom of God and calling people to repent and believe. 
D. Authority when calling his disciples 
E. And Authority over demons. 

4.  True Authority flows from healthy and relational submission. 
A. The Father, Son and Spirit are in perfect relationship
a.  A relationship of love and honor
B. We too will be trusted with real authority from God as the overflow of our intimate love relationship with God.

5.  It is in the context of relationship that we too will understand just who we are in Christ and the real authority we in Christ.
A. Authority to:
a.  Live supernatural lives in the power of the Holy Spirit
b.  Be light in the Darkness
c.  Heal the sick
d.  Cast out demons
e.  And even raise the dead

VII. In Summary: Six Observations from Jesus’ first healing encounter in Mark’s Gospel
1.  Mark is a man of few words
2.  Jesus moved about geographically early in his ministry
3.  Between baptism and beginning ministry was wilderness, temptation and warfare
4.  Jesus preached with authority
5.  We looked at what Jesus did and didn’t do
A. Proclamation and demonstration of the Kingdom
6.  Jesus authority on earth flowed from his submission to heaven

VIII. Ministry Time:
1.  Let’s Practice
A. Let’s do the stuff
a.  Lisa helping me paint analogy
i.  Show pictures
b.  The Father doesn’t need our help
i.  He simply enjoys it when we do things with him
· So, let’s play…

2.  Who has a Word of Knowledge? 
A. [bookmark: _GoBack]Close in prayer
