Revival 3
I. Intro

1. Open Bibles to John 12:20-36
2. Series on Revival

A. Two weeks ago: Revival Revelation

a. We’ve received an Isaiah 55::6 invitation to

i. To Seek the Lord while he may be found, to call on him while he is near.

ii. The veil between Heaven and Earth is thin

iii. The heavens are opened

B. Two Main Thrusts for The Bridge – Long Island right now

a. We are going to the Streets

i. I feel a mandate to prepare you and for us to GO!
· Streams Courses & Book Clubs

b. I believe that a fresh new move of God is coming

i. Not just to us but we have been invited

ii. I feel a sense of divine responsibility to prepare you

iii. Sunday July 26th I went in to great detail describing what God had revealed to me – it’s what I saw coming

· Listen to that message free online if you want more information

C. Last week: 14 Characteristics of Revival Part 1 (1-7)

a. Misrepresentations of Revival

i. Often at the hands of pastors

b. How Awakenings Arise
i. Unlikely People in unlikely places
c. Who becomes involved

i. Believers and unbelievers

· Often prodigals return
d. The News Spread 
i. Often messy and disorganized

e. Revival is characterized by widespread repentance and brokenness.
i. Brokenness leads to repentance, leads to intimacy, lead to power
f. Freedom

i. People are set free from sin, bondage, religion and traditions of men

g. Heaven on Earth

i. On Earth as it is in heaven

ii. Above the line thinking

iii. Setting hearts and minds on things above and not on earthly things (Col.3:2)

3. Today: 14 Characteristics of Revival Part 2 
A. Characteristics number 8 -14

4. Next Week we’ll begin looking into Revival History

5. Read &Pray

20Now there were some Greeks among those who went up to worship at the Feast. 21They came to Philip, who was from Bethsaida in Galilee, with a request. "Sir," they said, "we would like to see Jesus." 22Philip went to tell Andrew; Andrew and Philip in turn told Jesus.

 23Jesus replied, "The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 25The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who hates his life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

 27"Now my heart is troubled, and what shall I say? 'Father, save me from this hour'? No, it was for this very reason I came to this hour. 28Father, glorify your name!"

   Then a voice came from heaven, "I have glorified it, and will glorify it again." 29The crowd that was there and heard it said it had thundered; others said an angel had spoken to him.

 30Jesus said, "This voice was for your benefit, not mine. 31Now is the time for judgment on this world; now the prince of this world will be driven out. 32But I, when I am lifted up from the earth, will draw all men to myself."33He said this to show the kind of death he was going to die.

 34The crowd spoke up, "We have heard from the Law that the Christ[f] will remain forever, so how can you say, 'The Son of Man must be lifted up'? Who is this 'Son of Man'?"

 35Then Jesus told them, "You are going to have the light just a little while longer. Walk while you have the light, before darkness overtakes you. The man who walks in the dark does not know where he is going. 36Put your trust in the light while you have it, so that you may become sons of light." When he had finished speaking, Jesus left and hid himself from them.

A. Greek believes wanted to debate theology with Jesus
a. Instead Jesus tells them that they must die to themselves and lay down his life

b. Even the audible voice of the Father failed to convince them

B. God told me that this was a year of suffering, death and resurrection and they awe are currently in the dying phase

a. The promises is the production of many seeds

b. I’m determined to follow Him even if it costs me everything

II. Characteristics of Revival (8-14)

(Taken from the writing of Revival Historian Dr. Richard Riss)

1. Ministry itself is impacted During Divine Visitations (8)
A. God often raises up people as instruments for bringing about revival who have few natural talents and abilities.
a. Remember 1Cor. 1:26-29
b.  Women and lay people find a greater place for leadership in revival.

B. His Word goes forth in power.

a. The Lord anoints with the Spirit the preaching, teaching, counseling, and music such that it has an ability to penetrate the hearts of the people.

b. There is always considerable revelation upon God’s Word, which takes on a new freshness.

c. People in a revival are almost invariably orthodox theologically on the great basics of the Christian faith. There is a great emphasis upon the Bible and its teachings.

d. Often there is a great stress usually laid upon the suffering, cross, blood and death of Jesus Christ.

C. Physical Manifestations

a. People fall under God’s power.

b. People begin to laugh or cry, or develop characteristics similar to drunkenness.

c. Physical ailments are sometimes healed.

d. These phenomena are accompanied by the healing of shattered lives.
2. Passion for the written word of God – the Bble (9)
A. The Bible comes alive for people

B. There is always a deep thirst for the Word of God.

C. People hang upon every word that is preached.
a. Recordings are passed from person to person again and again
D. There are phenomenal increases in the sales of New Testaments and Bibles.

E. Those who are used of God in bringing about revival receive far more calls to preach than they can ever answer, and are harried mercilessly.
3. People Move Beyond the Superficial to the Deeper things of God (10)
A. A spirit of sacrifice is often prevalent in a revival.
a. Time, energy, money, lifestyles
B. People spend whole nights in prayer.

C. Revival usually produces a zeal for the saving of the lost
a. Increased interest in world missions.

D. God brings revelation.
a. Eyes see and ears hear spiritaully
E. People gather together 
a. They share their spiritual journeys and build up one another
b. Superficial profession, baptism and church membership pale in comparison

c. An emphasis is placed upon the spiritual life - , of which the former things are merely tokens.

F. Old institutional forms often begin to seem inadequate to people who are experiencing an awakening.
a. Old wineskins are exchanged for new

4.  The Rise of Impurities (11)
A. What is in you comes out of you

a. Apple – apple juice

b. Orange – orange juice

c. Unresolved issues - sin

B. Human frailty is inevitably an ingredient in any revival.

C. Examples

a. Belief in the imminent coming of Christ has characterized every movement of awakening since the first century. 
i. This has often led to the setting of dates for Christ’s return.

b. Those who try to mold a revival to their own tastes or control it are usually swept aside.

c. Because so many young, inexperienced converts are involved, there will be many extravagances.
i. It get’s messy

ii. True spiritual mothers and fathers are desperately needed
d. There is a temptation to spiritual pride, and to take ones own imagination for impressions from God.
i. God thinks the way I do – maybe not
e. Belief that they alone are instrumental in the accomplishment of God’s purposes often characterizes both individuals and groups experiencing revival. 
f. In a revival, there will always be some who violate Biblical truth.

i. So let’s judge a move by it’s friendge elements and lets not throw out the baby with the bath water.

5. Controversy During Outpourings of God’s Spirit (12)
A. There are always bad reports about what goes on in a revival
a. Some true and some false.

b. Many people remain aloof for this reason.

c. A revival is always accompanied with a great deal of controversy.

d. There is always intense opposition and persecution.
i. From the church

ii. The last move of God always attacks the next move of God

iii. John Paul Jackson

· “To the old wine, the new wine will always look like rebellion.”
B. Every revival experiences these things
a. Because Revival always involves an advance of God’s kingdom in spiritual warfare against the strongholds of Satan.

i. The enemy will attempt to hinder the work of God at all costs.

· Satan attempts to discredit revival by mimicking God’s work.
6. The Decline of an Awakening (13)
A. The Bad News

a. A revival will crest to a high point and then decrease.

i. After a revival crests, offenses will come.

ii. Many people will feel ill will instead of good will toward the leaders of a revival.

iii. They will begin to disapprove of what they formerly approved.

iv. They will fasten upon bad reports, true or false, in order to justify their changes in attitude.

B. Many of those who were more or less convinced will be afraid or ashamed to acknowledge their conviction of faith.
a. The fear of man overtakes the fear of God in their hearts

7. The Long Term Effects (14)
A. The Good News

a. A new flood of hymns and scriptures set to music gains widespread circulation and use.

b. It has lasting, profound effects upon the lives of many of the people involved.

c. It spawns great ministries which then thrive well past the time of the revival.

d. There is a tremendous impact on society and many social reforms are effected.

B. Just being aware of these characteristics can help us
a. To avoid the extremes of blindly accepting everything in a revival as from God or of 
b. resisting and quenching the Spirit by opposing what God is actually doing, 
c. Even if the impacts of the Spirit are overwhelming.
III. Ministry Time

1. Let’s stand

2. Come Holy Spirit

A. We accept your invitation

B. We set our sails to your wind

C. Let your wind blow

