The Gospel of John 8:13-20

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 8:13
· Working our way through John’s Gospel
· We covered verse 12 last week
· Read and Pray: John 8:13-20
· For context sake we’ll begin at verse 12

12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”

13 The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”

14 Jesus answered, “Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid, for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going.15 You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one. 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”

19 Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”

“You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come.

· Continued Conflict
· So here we have yet another confrontation between Jesus and the ruling religious class of his day.
· Why does Saint John take so much of his gospel to record these contentious interactions?
· Could there be an underlining message in it for us?
· Certainly it narrates the plot leading to the crucifixion
· But could there be more in it for us?
· I think so
· Let’s examine today’s text

Two Witnesses and The Identity of Jesus (verses 13-20)
· In the next 8 verses we see two topics discussed
· Witnesses
· And Jesus’ Identity
· Your testimony is not valid: 
· Jesus just proclaimed that He was the light of the world, but the Pharisees couldn't see it. 
· What does it mean when you can't see the light?
· Well simply it means that you’re blind. 
· A seeing person doesn't need someone to prove the light
· They simply see it
· Rather than address his claim they argue a procedural matter
· Surprisingly, not that fact that Jesus just claimed to be God by calling himself THE light of the world
· I would have assumed they’d be outraged and there’d be shouts of blaspheme!
· Instead they challenge the validity of his claim on the basis of witnesses
· So verse 13 says:
· The Pharisees challenged him, “Here you are, appearing as your own witness; your testimony is not valid.”
· Of the Pharisees objection Matthew Henry notes in his commentary: 
· “it was very trifling and frivolous:”
· Religious folks enjoy making mountains out of molehills
· It’s that whole straining gnats and swallowing camels thing.
· So how does Jesus respond to their petty objection?

He begins in verse 14 by saying:
· Even if I testify on my own behalf, my testimony is valid: 
· Most would agree with the maxim that:
· "Self-praise is no praise at all,"
· Seemingly Jesus would agree with that under normal circumstances:
· A man's testimony regarding himself could not be established as true. 
· But Jesus points out that these are not “normal circumstances”
· That He is indeed qualified to give testimony about Himself.
· And he goes on to explain why.

· You see, Jesus can testify about Himself because He has view of eternity and they do not.
· In verse 14 Jesus goes on to say:
· “…for I know where I came from and where I am going. But you have no idea where I come from or where I am going.”
· In other words, Jesus knows the big picture
· He knows the whole story from beginning to end
· They only know a minute sliver
· Yet they act like know-it-alls
· That’s yet another trait of religious folks.

Jesus continues his explanation in verse 15
· You judge by human standards; I pass judgment on no one.
· Jesus is clearly drawing a line of demarcation 
· We’re operating from different standards
· Yours human and natural
· Mine divine and supernatural
· Yours according to the flesh
· Mine according to the Spirit
· Religious folk prefer the natural realm to the spiritual

Profound Statement
· I can’t go on without address this profound statement of Jesus:
· I pass judgment on no one
· Wow!
· Are you as astonished as I am?
· The same Greek word is used here for both judge and judgment: krinō (krē'-nō)
· And it means just what you’d think it means
· To pick, select or choose
· to determine, resolve, decree
· to pronounce an opinion concerning right and wrong
· to judge
· Bear in mind:
· This is before the cross
· This is before the shedding of blood
· This is prior to the establishment of a new covenant
· If this is Jesus’ posture before he gave himself for us…
· What is it now?
· Now that our debt has been paid
· Now that our sins have been washed away
· Now that we’re born again, new creations in Christ?
· Just as for the woman caught in adultery
· Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, Romans 8:1
· 1 Corinthians 13:5 tells us that 
· It (love) keeps no record of wrongs
· And 1 John 4:8 makes it perfectly clear that
· God is love
· I think we need a new picture of a non judgmental God
· One that looks a whole lot more like Jesus who said in John 12:47
·  “…I did not come to judge the world, but to save the world.
· Judgment is another trait of religious folk
· Not of our Jesus

· But if he does judge himself, Jesus says in verse 16
· But if I do judge, my decisions are true
· Jesus can testify about Himself because He, not they, judges righteously: 

· Jesus can testify about Himself because His testimony is fully supported by God the Father: 
· Verses 16-18
· 16 But if I do judge, my decisions are true, because I am not alone. I stand with the Father, who sent me. 17 In your own Law it is written that the testimony of two witnesses is true. 18 I am one who testifies for myself; my other witness is the Father, who sent me.”
· The law Jesus refers to is from Deuteronomy 19:15
· One witness is not enough to convict anyone accused of any crime or offense they may have committed. A matter must be established by the testimony of two or three witnesses.
· Jesus has more than only His testimony about Himself. 
· He also had the testimony of God the Father
· And they’re in perfect agreement: 
· Not one witness with human judgment
· But two divine witnesses with pure testimonies in perfect harmony


Here the Pharisees Switch Tactics
· Verse 19
· Then they asked him, “Where is your father?”
· Make no mistake
· This was intended as an insult
· It was meant to cut deep and humiliate
· More traits of religious folks
· They love to play the “gotcha game”
· Because it’s more important to them to be right than it is to love.
· This question: “where is your father” was in reference to Jesus’ virgin birth
· Or more likely the rumors that it was not so virgin
· Not so miraculous a conception
· But something much more illicit.
· In referring to Jesus' parentage, or lineage or identity…
· The Pharisees thought they had some special "intelligence" or scandal on Him. 
· They must have thought…
·  "Watch how He reacts when we reveal what we know about Him." 
· But Jesus made it clear that they don’t know anything about Him, or His Father.
· The rest of Verse 19 and 20
· “You do not know me or my Father,” Jesus replied. “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.” 20 He spoke these words while teaching in the temple courts near the place where the offerings were put. Yet no one seized him, because his hour had not yet come.
· I love what Jesus says here
· “If you knew me, you would know my Father also.”
· I love this line, just love it!
· One of my passions is to tell people good news
· Especially the good news of the Father’s love
· Most Christians I know have a distorted picture of God the Father
· We see him as mean and angry
· Eager to judge us
· Distant, aloof and unapproachable
· Jesus paints a very different picture of the Father
· Concerning Our Father Jesus says:
· “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” John 14:9
· If your picture of the Father looks any different than your picture of Jesus, you need a new picture of the Father.
· People were drawn to Jesus
· Especially sinner!
· “Look at the birds of the air; they do not sow or reap or store away in barns, and yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not much more valuable than they?” Matthew 6:26
· Jesus says the Father knows what you need!
· “What do you think? If a man owns a hundred sheep, and one of them wanders away, will he not leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to look for the one that wandered off?  And if he finds it, I tell you the truth, he is happier about that one sheep than about the ninety-nine that did not wander off.  In the same way your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost.”  Matthew 18:12-14 
· Jesus says the Father is not willing that any be lost!
· “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. In my Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going there to prepare a place for you.”  John 14:1-2 
· Jesus says tThe Father has a place for you
· There’s a room for you in his house!
· “Which of you fathers, if your son asks for a fish, will give him a snake instead? 12 Or if he asks for an egg, will give him a scorpion? 13 If you then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” Luke 11:11-13
· Jesus says the Father has good gifts for you
· The gift of the Holy Spirit!
· 20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - 23 I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” John 17:20-23
· Jesus says the Father loves us even as he loves Jesus!
· And God’s desire is that we be one with them as they are one.
· And let’s not forget the amazing picture of the Father Jesus paints for us in the parable of the prodigal son.
· “But while he was still a long way off, his father saw him and was filled with compassion for him; he ran to his son, threw his arms around him and kissed him.” Luke 15:20
· Jesus says the Father is filled with compassion, runs to us, throws his arms around us and kisses us!
· WOW!!
· The Father loves you more than you know
· He loves you lavishly with a great love!
· Because of Jesus and by the power of the Holy Spirit we have available to us the fulfillment of the words prophesied in Jeremiah 31:31-34
· “The days are coming,” declares the Lord,
    “when I will make a new covenant
with the people of Israel
    and with the people of Judah.
32 It will not be like the covenant
    I made with their ancestors
when I took them by the hand
    to lead them out of Egypt,
because they broke my covenant,
    though I was a husband to them,”
declares the Lord.
33 “This is the covenant I will make with the people of Israel
    after that time,” declares the Lord.
“I will put my law in their minds
    and write it on their hearts.
I will be their God,
    and they will be my people.
34 No longer will they teach their neighbor,
    or say to one another, ‘Know the Lord,’
because they will all know me,
    from the least of them to the greatest,”
declares the Lord.
“For I will forgive their wickedness
    and will remember their sins no more.”
· There is a unity, a oneness with God, a friendship, an intimate relationship available to you and me because of Jesus
· You can go to Him and receive from him for yourself
· No longer is there any need for a mediator between God and man
· We have an approachable God
· A kind and loving Father
· And he looks and sounds and acts just like Jesus.

What’s our Monday morning take away?
· Religious folk are:
· Blind like the Pharisees, they cannot see the light
· They enjoy making mountains out of molehills
· They strain out gnats while swallowing camels.
· They act like know-it-alls
· They prefer the natural realm to the spiritual
· Judgment is another trait of religious folk
· They love to play the “gotcha game”
· Because it’s more important to them to be right than it is to love.

· Our Father
· Looks, acts and sounds just like Jesus!
· Knows what you need!
· Not willing that any be lost!
· Has a place for you in His house!
· Has good gifts for you – the Holy Spirit!
· Loves you even as he loves Jesus!
· Desire is that we be one with just as he is one with Jesus!
· Is filled with compassion, runs to you, throws his arms around you and kisses you!
· Loves you lavishly with a great love!
· He’s approachable, kind and loving
· What a great God we have!

· Let’s Pray
