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God often uses unexpected means to further His kingdom. 

I. Stephen’s scathing speech ignites a storm of persecution. (v. 1-3)  

“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. They will put you out of the synagogue; 

in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are offering a service to 

God. They will do such things because they have not known the Father or me. I have told you 

this, so that when their time comes you will remember that I warned you about them. (John 

16:1-4) 

 
“Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against 

you because of me. Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same 

way they persecuted the prophets who were before you. (Matthew 5:11-12) 

You will be hated by everyone because of me, but the one who stands firm to the end will be 

saved. (Matthew 10:22) 

Whoever finds their life will lose it, and whoever loses their life for my sake will find it. 

(Matthew 10:39) 

There were others who were tortured, refusing to be released so that they might gain an even 

better resurrection. Some faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and imprisonment. 
 
They 

were put to death by stoning; they were sawed in two; they were killed by the sword. They went 

about in sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, persecuted and mistreated— 
 
the world was not 

worthy of them. They wandered in deserts and mountains, living in caves and in holes in the 

ground. 

These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received what had been promised, 
 

since God had planned something better for us so that only together with us would they be 

made perfect. (Hebrews 11:35b-40) 

 

II. The Saints are scattered and seeds are sown in Samaria as a result. (v. 4-8)  

“Get yourself ready! Stand up and say to them whatever I command you. Do not be terrified by 

them, or I will terrify you before them. Today I have made you a fortified city, an iron pillar and 



a bronze wall to stand against the whole land—against the kings of Judah, its officials, its 

priests and the people of the land. They will fight against you but will not overcome you, for I 

am with you and will rescue you,” declares the LORD. (Jeremiah 1:17-19) 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses 

in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” (Acts 1:8) 

They arrested the apostles and put them in the public jail. But during the night an angel of the 

Lord opened the doors of the jail and brought them out. “Go, stand in the temple courts,” he 

said, “and tell the people all about this new life.” At daybreak they entered the temple courts, as 

they had been told, and began to teach the people. (Acts 5:18-21a) 

These twelve Jesus sent out with the following instructions: “Do not go among the Gentiles or 

enter any town of the Samaritans. Go rather to the lost sheep of Israel. As you go, proclaim this 

message: ‘The kingdom of heaven has come near.’ Heal the sick, raise the dead, cleanse those 

who have leprosy,
 
drive out demons. Freely you have received; freely give. (Matthew 10:5-8) 

But you, keep your head in all situations, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, 

discharge all the duties of your ministry. (2 Timothy 4:5) 

But in your hearts revere Christ as Lord. Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 

who asks you to give the reason for the hope that you have. But do this with gentleness and 

respect… (1 Peter 3:15) 

III. Signs and wonders can both authenticate a message or confuse it. (v. 9-13)  

The LORD said to Moses and Aaron, “When Pharaoh says to you, ‘Perform a miracle,’ then say 

to Aaron, ‘Take your staff and throw it down before Pharaoh,’ and it will become a snake.” 

So Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and did just as the LORD commanded. Aaron threw his 

staff down in front of Pharaoh and his officials, and it became a snake. Pharaoh then summoned 

wise men and sorcerers, and the Egyptian magicians also did the same things by their secret 

arts: Each one threw down his staff and it became a snake. But Aaron’s staff swallowed up their 

staffs. Yet Pharaoh’s heart became hard and he would not listen to them, just as the LORD had 

said. (Exodus 7:8-13) 

 

For false messiahs and false prophets will appear and perform great signs and wonders to 

deceive, if possible, even the elect. (Matthew 24:24) 



The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with how Satan works. He will use all 

sorts of displays of power through signs and wonders that serve the lie, and all the ways that 

wickedness deceives those who are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth 

and so be saved. For this reason God sends them a powerful delusion so that they will believe 

the lie… (2 Thessalonians 2:9-11) 

… evildoers and impostors will go from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.  (2 

Timothy 3:13) 

Because of the signs it was given power to perform on behalf of the first beast, it deceived the 

inhabitants of the earth. It ordered them to set up an image in honor of the beast who was 

wounded by the sword and yet lived. (Revelation 13:14) 

Now the Berean Jews were of more noble character than those in Thessalonica, for they 

received the message with great eagerness and examined the Scriptures every day to see if what 

Paul said was true. (Acts 17:11) 

…because our gospel came to you not simply with words but also with power, with the Holy 

Spirit and deep conviction. (1 Thessalonians 1:5a) 

IV. The Apostles affirm that God has included Samaritans into His Church. (v. 14-17)  

And this gospel of the kingdom will be preached in the whole world as a testimony to all 

nations, and then the end will come. (Matthew 24:14) 

 
Scripture foresaw that God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in 

advance to Abraham: “All nations will be blessed through you.” (Galatians 3:8) 

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled 

that is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. He told them, “This is 

what is written: The Messiah will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, and repentance 

for the forgiveness of sins will be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 

You are witnesses of these things. I am going to send you what my Father has promised; but 

stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” (Luke 24:44-49) 

 

V. “Conversion” does not necessarily immediately transform incorrect behaviors. (v. 18-

24) 



VI. The Apostles investigation becomes an opportunity for instruction and evangelism. (v. 

25) 


