The Powerless Place 

Into
· Open bibles to John 12

· What began as a one-of message has evolved into a series of messages on: “The Powerless Place”
· In TPP 1 we looked at 2 Corinthians 12:9 
·  “My Grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”
· In TPP 2 we examined the concept of the Dark Night of the Soul and Mark 14:35-36
· Going a little farther, he fell to the ground and prayed that if possible the hour might pass from him. “Abba, Father,” he said, “everything is possible for you. Take this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.”
· In TPP 3 we took a closer look at Jesus’ kind and merciful words from Matthew 11:28-30
· “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy and my burden is light.”
· Last week in TTP 4 we look at David’s call and anointing to be King from 1 Samuel 16
· Specifically verse 7b where God says to the prophet Samuel:
· The Lord does not look at the things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the Lord looks at the heart.”
· Only God would have chosen the boy David to be King
· Too small
· Too young
· Too inexperienced
· Tending just a few sheep in the wilderness
· I reminded you how God’s ways are not our ways
· And yielding to his ways and trusting him might require that…
· Lay down our wisdom, our logic, our reasoning and our understanding
· Especially if we’re in the powerless place
· In the powerless place, we need to resist eating from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil
· And instead eat from the tree of life.
· And in so doing embrace again awe and wonder and mystery.

· Today we’re going to continue the series by looking at Jesus’ words from John 12:23-26
· Context
· Some Greeks have just asked Phillip if they could see Jesus
· Phillip told Andrew
· Andrew and Phillip told Jesus
· And Jesus responds
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Read and Pray John 12:23-26

Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.

Culture 
· I heard a quote recently that resonated deeply – it shook me
· “Culture eats strategy for breakfast, lunch and dinner” 
· The famous quote is attributed to the late business management guru Peter Drucker
· Merriam-Webster dictionary defines culture as:
· “The beliefs, customs, arts, etc., of a particular society, group, place, or time.”
· It is inescapable
· We’ve all be raised in a unique distinct culture
· And it impacts us profoundly
· Not only that, there is a prevailing culture worldwide and it looks something like this:
· Bigger is better
· Success is highly exalted, be it…
· Academic achievement
· Career advancement
· Or Athletic championships 
· Fame, fortune and power await the victors
· And everyone wants to be like them
· It is the culture of this word
· At least a portion of it.
· I think one of the reasons why so many church plants fail is because…
· We bring great strategies but ignore culture
· Says the kid who moved from NYC to plant a church in North Central West Virginia
· Why am I saying all this?
· Because the Kingdom of God an extremely different culture then this world
· His ways are so not our ways

Kingdom Culture
· In God’s kingdom:
· The first is last
· The last are first
· The exalted are humbled
· The humble are exalted
· The greatest among us are the servants of all
· The weak are strong
· The misfits and outcasts are chosen
· In 1 Corinthians 1:26-28 Paul said:
· “Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble birth. But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak things of the world to shame the strong. God chose the lowly things of this world and the despised things - and the things that are not - to nullify the things that are,”
· And in God’s “kingdom culture” the wisdom of this world is mere foolishness
· In verse 20 he adds:
· “Where is the wise person? Where is the teacher of the law? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of the world?”
· The culture of the kingdom is not only different from the culture of this world
· It is it’s opposite

· I mean seriously,
· Look at the disciples Jesus choose
· Peter!
· Blunder after blunder after blunder
· And get this!
· He’s left in charge!
· Thomas
· Refused to believe his friends until he saw with his own eyes and touched with his own hands
· Judas!
· For goodness sake
· And let’s not forget that God choose the murdering terrorist Saul of Tarsus the be the champion of grace
· And author of most of the New Testament 

· Author Philip Yancey get’s it when he writes:
· "I have come to know a God who has a soft spot for rebels, who recruits people like the adulterer David, the whiner Jeremiah, the traitor Peter, and the human-rights abuser Saul of Tarsus. I have come to know a God whose Son made prodigals the heroes of his stories and the trophies of his ministry."
· God’s ways are not our ways
· His culture is not the culture of this word
· OK, so what about John 12?
· Let’s take a look

Verse 23
Jesus replied, “The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 
· Twice prior, Jesus had said that: “His hour had not yet come”
· In John 2:4
· When Mary asked him to help out at the wedding in Cana
· And again, in John 7:6 
· When his brothers told him to 
· “show himself to the world”

· Here he says that his hour had indeed come
· Recall my saying that some Greeks had asked to see Jesus?
· I wonder if that was a sign
· Now that non-Hebrews were interested?
· Now that Gentiles had started to express interest and were coming to Jesus?
· Maybe that was a sign that his hour had now come?
· The next three verses not only speak to Jesus’s death on the cross
· But also to kingdom culture
· Listen

Verse 24
Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds. 
· Of course, he was speaking specifically about his soon coming death and resurrection
· Just as a seed will never become a plant unless it "dies" and is "buried" 
· So, the death and burial of Jesus was necessary for him to be glorified
· Before there was resurrection power and fruitfulness…
· There was the cross and death

· There is a truth here for us as well
· Faith – Risk – Trust
· A letting go of the former to gain the latter
· If all you have is seed
· It’s a huge leap of faith to bury it in the ground 
· trusting something better will come of it.

· We are those seed
· Filled with promise
· And purpose
· And destiny
· In verse 25 Jesus goes on to explain exactly that
· That this kernel of wheat
· This seed
· Actually does represents… 
· Our very own lives

Verse 25
Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. 
· This is the way of the Kingdom
· And it’s completely counter culture to this world and it’s ways
· And I wonder if maybe, just maybe, sometimes
· We experience:
· The wilderness
· The dark night of the soul
· The powerless place
· Because we’re stuck between cultures
· Maybe we have a foot in each camp?
· Maybe we’re transitioning from one to the other
· And there’s a desert between them?
· Maybe we’re accustomed to and comfortable with the world’s culture
· And it’s a struggle to let it go?
· Maybe we bounce back and forth like a ping pong ball?

· I like the way the Passion translation says it:
· [bookmark: _Hlk490131906]“The person who loves his life and pampers himself will miss true life! But the one who detaches his life from this world and abandons himself to me, will find true life and enjoy it forever.”
· We could say it this way and hold true to the context
· “…the one who detaches his life from this world’s culture and abandons himself to me and my ways, will find true life and enjoy it forever.”
· I’ve heard it said that in a rat race, even if you win the race, you’re still a rat.
· This world is a rat race
· God is offering us a vastly better option
· He’s offering true life
· One tat we can enjoy forever!!

· When Jesus says “hate your life in this world” He’s not calling us to a life of pain and suffering
· He’s offering us a better option than this world could ever possibly offer
· Life with him and life in him – forever!
· He’s inviting us on a relational journey of awe wonder and mystery

Verse 26 makes this clear…
Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me.
· The disciples followed Jesus
· They were with him
· They experienced the spiritual journey together
· That same offer is ours
· An intimate spiritual journey with the Holy Spirit

· I like the Passion translations take on verse 26 as well
· “If you wan to be my disciple follow me and you will go where I am going. And if you truly follow me as my disciple, the Father will shower his favor upon your life.”
· “go where I am going”
· It’s a journey
· It’s an invitation
· And there’s nothing else like it
· I know it sounds and feels risky
· But trust me, it’s worth it

· And if we take him up on his invitation the promise is…
· Honor and Favor
· Favor is the way that honor is bestowed
· Favor is so good
· Even bad days are good with favor
· Everything is better with favor
· I know well what it’s like to have favor and what it’s like when the days of favor have passed… 
· Life is better with the favor of God!

Let’s Pray
· Oh God help us
· Some of us have been in the wilderness so long we feel lost
· Some of us can’t see our way out of this dark night of the soul
· If we are indeed like those seeds, those kernels of wheat,
· We surely feel powerless and buried

· Lord, right here, right now
· We chose you
· Your ways over our ways
· We chose your culture over the culture of this world

· Lord, have mercy, be gracious to us
· Breathe life on us again
· Shine your face on us
· Rain down honor and favor
· Until we experience breakthrough 
· Help us trust you
· And out of that trust birth hope

Ministry Time
· Are you in the powerless place?
· Are you dead and buried hoping for resurrection?
· Are you stuck between cultures?
· Are you ping ponging back and forth?
· Do you need help letting go of the past and its ways?
· Do you want help to get out the powerless place?
· Please come up for prayer during our final song

