The Beatitudes 2 2011

I Open Bibles to Matthew 5
1 Today second installment in a series on The Beatitudes

2 Last Week: We looked at the first Beatitude
A. “Blessed are the Poor in Spirit, for there is the Kingdom of Heaven”
a.  The Beatitudes are the introduction to Jesus’ Sermon on the Mount covering Matthew Chapters 5-7
b.  Jesus’ "Declaration of the Kingdom." If you will
c.  The Beatitudes represent the character of kingdom citizens.
d.  In the Beatitudes, Jesus sets forth both the nature and the aspirations of citizens of His kingdom. 
e.  We at the Bridge have and are learning these character traits.
B. Blessed in Greek is - Makarios (mä-kä'-rē-os) = Happy or Blessed
a.  From the inside out – an internal condition
i It means more than being externally comfortable or entertained at the moment – it’s internal, not subject to external circumstances
ii This is the word Jesus uses in Matthew 5
C. Poor is a strong word, it speaks of a lowly beggar, one who is crouched down low in humility
a.  Being poor in spirit is recognizing that we have no spiritual "assets." 
b.  We know and admit that we are spiritually bankrupt in and of ourselves
c.  We bring nothing to the table and God brings everything
D. To these belong the Kingdom of Heaven
a.  A kingdom encompasses the sphere of influence of a king
b.  God’s Kingdom is:
i God’s dynamic rule and reign
ii God’s assertive authority
· Over all things
· Over the enemy
· And his deeds

3 Today: The Second Beatitude
A. Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted 

4 Read & Pray
A. 1 Now when he saw the crowds, he went up on a mountainside and sat down. His disciples came to him, 2 and he began to teach them saying: 
 3 "Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
 4 Blessed are those who mourn, 
      for they will be comforted. 
 5 Blessed are the meek, 
      for they will inherit the earth. 
 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, 
      for they will be filled. 
 7 Blessed are the merciful, 
      for they will be shown mercy. 
 8 Blessed are the pure in heart, 
      for they will see God. 
 9 Blessed are the peacemakers, 
      for they will be called sons of God. 
 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted because of righteousness, 
      for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 
11 "Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me. 12 Rejoice and be glad, because great is your reward in heaven, for in the same way they persecuted the prophets who were before you.

II This Second Character trait of Kingdom Citizens
1 Mournfulness
A. How odd
a.  What does it mean to mourn?
i What does it mean here to mourn
b.  What’s so blessed about it?
c.  Why is this a character trait of Kingdom Citizenship?
d.  Jesus said it, why and what does it mean?
i Let’s take a closer look…
B. Mourn = pentheo: to mourn, to lament, to wail
a.  Not a mild mourning… tear gently falling on cheek
i We’re talking out of control, snot producing wailing, from depth of your being
b.  Mom’s death
i Overwhelmed with responsibility
ii Later felt the feelings
· Mournful wailing
· From the depth of my being
· Feeling the pain really was better than feeling numb
· Don’t we know that neuropathy – physical, emotional or spiritual is unhealthy 
c.  Universally commentators on this verse relate it to sin
i Grief at separation from God
ii Or any action /activity that creates separation from God
iii Grief at the condition of
· Our world
· Our nation
· The church
· The lost
· Our own cold, hard hearts
C. Mourn = broken hearted
a.  Mourning is a breaking of that cold hardness
i It’s experiencing the full intensity of the emotion
b.  Blessedness of brokenness
i Psalm 51:7
· The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (NIV)
· My sacrifice [the sacrifice acceptable] to God is a broken spirit; a broken and a contrite heart [broken down with sorrow for sin and humbly and thoroughly penitent], such, O God, You will not despise. (AMP)
ii Isaiah 42:3
· A bruised reed he will not break, and a smoldering wick he will not snuff out. 
c.  It’s good, very good to be broken
i The broken are humble
· He can use the humble and exalt them with his mighty right hand in His timing
ii The broken are teachable
· He can instruct the teachable
iii The broken have true servants hearts
· They serve for the purpose of serving
· Not for being noticed for their “humble” service
iv The broken are not prideful or selfishly ambitious
· The Beatitudes are counter culture
· Poor in spirit and mournful are not
· Self reliant
· Self sufficient
· Filled with great self esteem
v A properly broken horse loses none of it’s power, it simply yields it’s strength the will of the rider
vi The broken hearted are the very ones Jesus came for
· Isaiah 61:1 “He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted”

2 The broken are often Unoffendable
A. People can’t offend them
B. God can’t offend them
a.  Consider Jesus’ words to John the Baptist in Matthew 11
b.  John the Baptist – greatest prophet
c.  Recognized Jesus as Messiah
d.  Heaven’s opened, Spirit descends, God’s audible voice
e.  Jesus’ first sermon - Luke 4:18-19
i The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to preach good news to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed, to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor
f.  John’s in prison!
g.  Jesus’ response Matthew 11:6
i “…blessed is he who is not offended because of Me”
h.  John the Baptist was offended by God
C. How about Mary, Martha and Lazarus’ death?
a.  Mary and Martha had expectations only to discover that God’s ways were not their ways
D. Or the woman asking for her daughter’s healing in Matthew 15?
a.  22 A Canaanite woman from that vicinity came to him, crying out, "Lord, Son of David, have mercy on me! My daughter is suffering terribly from demon-possession."  23 Jesus did not answer a word. So his disciples came to him and urged him, "Send her away, for she keeps crying out after us."  24 He answered, "I was sent only to the lost sheep of Israel."  25 The woman came and knelt before him. "Lord, help me!" she said.  26 He replied, "It is not right to take the children's bread and toss it to their dogs."  27 "Yes, Lord," she said, "but even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters' table."  28 Then Jesus answered, "Woman, you have great faith! Your request is granted." And her daughter was healed from that very hour.
i I doubt that I could get away with calling one of your sick children a dog when you’re requesting prayer on their behalf.
ii Have you ever been offended by God?  I have…

3 West Virginia Story
A. Years ago God sent us to WV – “Go to WV and pastor my people”
a.  I assumed this meant to plant a church
b.  Connected to Faith Fellowship by divine appointment
c.  While at Faith Fellowship God speaks to me
i Sr. Pastor will leave
ii Assoc Pastor will take his place
iii Assoc Pastor will have a moral failure
iv You will take his place
d.  What do you do with this?
i I kept it to myself
ii Watched it happen one by one
e.  Elder’s released me – there was no place for me
i I was devastated
· I had sacrificed everything to follow God
· I had heard correctly first three out of four
ii I was rejected and offended by church leadership
iii Broken with disappointment
· Mourned the loss of unfulfilled expectations
iv Four Degenerative Steps
· Doubt Prophetic word
· Doubt Prophetic Person
· Doubt Prophetic
· Doubt God
· I went straight to the bottom and questioned God
· Would I still follow Jesus?
· Could I still trust him?
· Wrestled for 18 grueling hours
f.  Brokenness indicator of maturity or immaturity
i God offended my mind to reveal my heart of immaturity
ii My immaturity was revealed
iii I’ve heard it said…
· The immature ask… “can I trust God”
· The mature ask… “can God trust me”
iv God knew I wasn’t ready to pastor that church
v I needed to know
· I know it now, I didn’t know it then
· And isn’t that the point – we don’t know what we don’t know
· But God knows
vi The blessing of brokenness – Let’s look at this same Beatitude from Peterson’s The Message
· “You're blessed when you feel you've lost what is most dear to you. Only then can you be embraced by the One most dear to you.”

4 Cancer
A. The lessoned learned in WV would serve me well in years to come.
B. Being diagnoses with cancer is devastating
C. The first time it was a great struggle trying to pastor a church and deal with the emotions of a cancer diagnosis
D. The second time I tried to understand why…
a.  Why move to Texas?
i Why away from every support system
· Why so very difficult?
· Late one night… one of the most broken moments of my life
· His presence comforted me
E. Through it all Nadine and I have learned to…
a.  Enjoy good, endure bad, keep going forward
b.  Learned to not quit
c.  Learned to trust God even when I don’t understand
i I hate cancer but the experience has…
· Broken me
· Humbled me
· Changed the way I think
· Made me more compassionate
· And changed the way I minister to the weak and powerless

5 Consider the lives of James & John
A. Mark’s Gospel records the account of James and John asking Jesus to sit on his right and his left in glory. In reply Jesus asks “can you drink the cup I drink?” They say “sure, why not” and Jesus tells them “you will”.

Author, theologian and bible commentator William Barclay comments on this text in his classic work “The Master’s Men” (page 101)…

“So then both of the brothers drank the cup of Christ. Let us see what the cup of Christ was. John went to Ephesus; he lived for almost a hundred years; and died in peace full of years and honor. James’s life was short, and came to an end swiftly and suddenly through martyrdom by the sword-and yet both drank the cup of Christ. There is a Roman coin, which has as its inscription the picture of an ox facing an altar and a plough, with the words: “Ready for either.” The ox must be ready for the dramatic sacrifice of the altar or the long routine of the plough. The Christian who dies in one heroic moment and the Christian who lives a long life of fidelity to Christ both drink the cup of Christ. The Christian . . . must be ready for either.”

My journey has convinced me that, first we drink then we discover our fate. In the end it doesn’t really matter, the pay’s the same. For me the key to readiness is… I’m already dead.

“I have been crucified with Christ…” Galatians 2:20

“My life is not my own…” 1 Corinthians 6:19

“To live is Christ and to die is gain.” Philippians 1:21

So Lord, what will it be today… altar or plough? My answer is yes.

6 Comforted
A. Embraced
a.  Loved one
i What Nadine did when I finally grieved Mom’s death
b.  Warm blanket – “comforter”
i Nadine – just needing hug
c.  Experience the embrace of God
d.  Humble will be exalted!
B. Greek: parakaleō (pä-rä-kä-le'-ō)
a.  To call to one’s side, to come along side
i The picture I have is helping a wounded solider or assisting an injured player off the field
b.  To exhort, to encourage, to strengthen
i What the prophetic is suppose to do (1 Corinthians 14:3)
ii Jesus refers to the Holy Spirit as the Comforter (paraklētos)
· Same Greek root word
c.  To console the receive consolation
C. In our brokenness the Holy Spirit comes along side of us
a.  He embraces us
b.  He covers us like a warm blanket, a comforter
c.  God has not despised my brokenness
i In it He has taught me to trust him
· That He’s big and I’m not
· He’s bigger than my understanding
ii And is in the process of maturing me to a place where he can trust me
· Even when things don’t make sense to my logical mind
d.  He binds up our broken heart

7 Kingdom Citizens are characterized by
A. Being Poor in Spirit – they’re Humble
B. Being Mournful – they’re Broken
a.  yielding to the Spirit of God
C. To us belongs…
a.  The Kingdom of Heaven
b.  And the Comfort of God
D. Kingdom Character like most things are tested in the hard times not the good times
a.  Indeed these times are a blessing

8 Next Beatitude Matthew 5:5
A. Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth

III Ministry Time
1 First pray and ask for Revelation & Words of Knowledge
2 Words of Knowledge – explain how I want this to work
3 Prayer for the Sick
4 Closing Prayer
