Praying Appropriately
Ephesians 6:18
April 28, 2019

Pastor Gary Hollinger

Prayer is a potent weapon in the battle against Satan and his demons.

I.  We are to pray with worship and not just requests.

And as he taught them, he said, “Is it not written: ‘My house will be called a house of prayer for
all nations’? But you have made it ‘a den of robbers.”” (Mark 11:17)

Rejoice in hope, endure in suffering, persist in prayer. (Romans 12:12)

When he rose from prayer and went back to the disciples, he found them asleep, exhausted from
sorrow. (Luke 22:45)

“Father, if you are willing, take this cup from me; yet not my will, but yours be done.” (Luke
22:42)

“‘Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be Your name,
Your kingdom come,
Your will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven. (Matthew 6:9-10)

Now Peter and John were going up to the temple at the time for prayer, at three o’clock in the
afternoon. (Acts 3:1)

...when he had taken the scroll, the four living creatures and the twenty-four elders threw
themselves to the ground before the Lamb. Each of them had a harp and golden bowls full of
incense (which are the prayers of the saints). (Revelation 5:8)

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with
thanksgiving, present your requests to God. (Philippians 4:6)

Brothers and sisters, my heart’s desire and prayer to God on behalf of my fellow Israelites is for
their salvation. (Romans 10:1)

I always pray with joy in my every prayer for all of you... (Philippians 1:4)
During his earthly life Christ offered both requests and supplications, with loud cries and tears,

to the one who was able to save him from death and he was heard because of his devotion.
(Hebrews 5:7)



Il. We are to pray attuned and enabled by the Holy Spirit.

But you, dear friends, build yourselves up in your most holy faith and pray in the Holy Spirit.
(Jude 20)

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray
for, but the Spirit Himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot express. And he who
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s people
in accordance with the will of God. (Romans 8:26-27)

Since you are eager for gifts of the Spirit, try to excel in those that build up the church. For this
reason the one who speaks in a tongue should pray that they may interpret what they say. For if
| pray in a tongue, my spirit prays, but my mind is unfruitful. So what shall I do? I will pray
with my spirit, but I will also pray with my understanding; | will sing with my spirit, but I will
also sing with my understanding. Otherwise when you are praising God in the Spirit, how can
someone else, who is now put in the position of an inquirer, say “Amen” to your thanksgiving,
since they do not know what you are saying? You are giving thanks well enough, but no one
else is edified.

| thank God that I speak in tongues more than all of you. But in the church | would rather speak
five intelligible words to instruct others than ten thousand words in a tongue. (1 Corinthians
14:12-18)

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit
enabled them.

Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation under heaven. When
they heard this sound, a crowd came together in bewilderment, because each one heard their
own language being spoken. Utterly amazed, they asked: “Aren’t all these who are speaking
Galileans? Then how is it that each of us hears them in our native language? (Acts 2:4-8)

I11.  We are not to fall asleep.

Then he returned to his disciples and found them sleeping. “Simon,” he said to Peter, “are you
asleep? Couldn’t you keep watch for one hour? Watch and pray so that you will not fall into
temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.” (Mark 14:37-38)

“Be careful, or your hearts will be weighed down with carousing, drunkenness and the anxieties
of life, and that day will close on you suddenly like a trap. For it will come on all those who live
on the face of the whole earth. Be always on the watch, and pray that you may be able to escape
all that is about to happen, and that you may be able to stand before the Son of Man.” (Luke
21:34-36)

IV. We are to be devoted to fervent prayer.




All these continued together in prayer with one mind, together with the women, along with
Mary the mother of Jesus, and his brothers. (Acts 1:14)

They were devoting themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and to prayer. (Acts 2:42)

But we will devote ourselves to prayer and to the ministry of the word.” (Acts 6:4)

Be devoted to prayer, keeping alert in it with thanksgiving. (Colossians 4:2)

V. We are to pray for our fellow believers.

But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back,
strengthen your brothers.” (Luke 22:32)

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their
message, (John 17:20)

So Peter was kept in prison, but the church was earnestly praying to God for him. (Acts 12:5)

First, | thank my God through Jesus Christ for all of you, because your faith is being reported

all over the world. God, whom I serve in my spirit in preaching the gospel of his Son, is my
witness how constantly | remember you in my prayers at all times; and | pray that now at last by
God’s will the way may be opened for me to come to you. (Romans 1:8-10)

For this reason, since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We
continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and
understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord and please
him in every way: bearing fruit in every good work, growing in the knowledge of God...

(Colossians 1:9-10)

With this in mind, we constantly pray for you, that our God may make you worthy of his
calling, and that by his power he may bring to fruition your every desire for goodness and your
every deed prompted by faith. (2 Thessalonians 1:11)

Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed.
The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. (James 5:17)

For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous and his ears are attentive to their prayer, but the
face of the Lord is against those who do evil.” (1 Peter 3:12)



