The Gospel of John 9:35-41

Introduction
· Open Bibles to John 9:35-41
· Working our way through John
· Today we’ll finish up chapter 9
· Read and pray

35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.” 40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

Back Story
· In verse 1-12
· The disciples ask Jesus a question about the man born blind. 
· Whose sin caused his blindness, his sin or his parent’s sin?
· Jesus said neither
· Jesus then made mud from his spit and dirt, put it in the man’s eyes, told him to wash and when he did, he was healed
· In Verses 13-34
· We discover that this healing took place on the Sabbath
· Some of the Pharisees are furious that Jesus would once again heal on the Sabbath
· So, they interrogate the man, and his parents concerning Jesus
· The healed man told the Pharisees in verse 25: 
· “Whether he is a sinner or not, I do not know. One thing I do know. I was blind but now I see!	
· Eventually, they threw the man out, excommunicating him from their faith community
· That bring us to verse 35

Verses 35-38
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.

· Jesus found him! 
· This is very good news
· Amazing grace, how sweet the sound that saved a wretch like me. I once was lost but now I’m found, was blind but now I see!
· That’s the story of this man’s life!
· Once again Jesus initiates
· Just like he did when he first called his disciples
· Follow me and I’ll make you fishers of men!
· Just like he did in creation and the incarnation!
· Just like initiated the healing
· In the man’s lost-ness and rejection…
· Jesus initiated and went and found him!
· This is very good news for you
· This is very good news for your friends and loved ones
· He will seek us and find us and rescue us!
· In Luke 19:10 Jesus himself said that:
· For the Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.
· It’s not incumbent upon us to seek and find him!
· It’s not necessary for us to seek and find him
· It’s not our duty or responsibility
· This man whom Jesus healed was rejected by his religious community
· Our Jesus made it a point to meet him and receive him. 
· It hurts to be rejected by others
· Especially when it’s the members or leaders of our own religious community
· Even more so when we’ve done nothing wrong
· Nothing to deserve such treatment.
· Time to go deeper
· Not only did Jesus initiate the healing
· Not only did Jesus seek and find him after he was rejected
· Jesus takes the relationship deeper

· “Do you believe in the Son of Man?”
· Jesus calls on the healed man to fully believe, and he does. 
· Jesus asks do you trust God?
· Son of Man is a commonly understood Messianic title
· The healed man responds in verse 36
· 36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.”
· Tell me so I may trust him
· Verse 37
· 37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.”
· Jesus reveals himself as God
· Interesting how God’s ways are not our ways
· First Jesus meets his physical need – sight
· Then the man endures religious persecution at the hands of the Pharisees
· Then he is called to faith, he’s saved.
· Not how we’d expect the process to play out.
· Are we willing to allow Jesus to deal with people differently today?

· Verse 38
· 38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him.
· Lord I trust you
· Lord I worship you
· The word worship here means to drop to your knees or play prostrate on the ground before him
· Imagine the seen
· This man, out in public, on his face before Jesus worshiping
· This man didn’t view Jesus as a gifted teacher
· He saw him as the Messiah, God’s own Son, the Son of Man and did what the Pharisees should have done
· He dropped to the ground at Jesus’ feet and worshipped him.

· and he worshiped him.
· It’s interesting to note that…
· When the man worshipped Jesus, Jesus received the worship. 
· This is something that no man or angel in the Bible does.
· Jesus wasn’t just a good man or a godly man or a teacher or a prophet or an angel
· He was and is God!

· The healed man has an increasing awareness of who Jesus is.
· A man called Jesus (John 9:11)
· He is a prophet (John 9:17)
· A man from God (John 9:33)
· The Son of Man, worthy of worship (John 9:38)
· Doesn’t it work that way for us as well?
· Doesn’t any relationship?

Verse 39
· Jesus editorializes on the circumstances before him
· He distinguishes between the blind and the seeing.
· 39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those who see will become blind.”

· I like the way the Message words verse 39
· Jesus then said, “I came into the world to bring everything into the clear light of day, making all the distinctions clear, so that those who have never seen will see, and those who have made a great pretense of seeing will be exposed as blind.”
· Jesus came to take what was out of right order and put it back into right order
· He came to open blind eyes
· Physical AND spiritual eyes
· And in so doing, exposed the blindness of religious traditionalism
· I carry that same passion in my heart 
· To open blind spiritual eyes
· The word see here is the same word Jesus used in John 5:19
· “Very truly I tell you, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does.
· Blepo: to perceive by the senses


Verse 40
40 Some Pharisees who were with him heard him say this and asked, “What? Are we blind too?” 
· Yes!
· Of course!
· Who else would I be talking about!
· Yes you’re blind. God is standing before you in the flesh, doing God-sized things and you argue over the Sabbath!
· Yes, you are indeed blind!
· Guilty as charged!
· If the show fits buddy!

Verse 41
41 Jesus said, “If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin; but now that you claim you can see, your guilt remains.
· The Message: Jesus said, “If you were really blind, you would be blameless, but since you claim to see everything so well, you’re accountable for every fault and failure.”
· Those who admit their spiritual blindness can find sight in Jesus. But… 
· Those who falsely claim to have spiritual sight are blind indeed.
· The Pharisees sneer at Jesus, 
· Confident in their own spiritual sight – 
· Which was actually blindness
· Why? Because they could not see the Son of God right in front of them.

· If you were blind, you would not be guilty of sin 
· If the Pharisees would admit to their spiritual blindness, they could be forgiven and set free – 
· But because you claim you can see, your guilt remains.

· John 9 paints a picture of how Jesus heals blind souls.
· We are all spiritually blind from birth
· Jesus takes the initiative in healing us from blindness
· Jesus does a supernatural work in us
· So we can see like we’ve never seen before
· And when the religious establishment rejects us
· He seeks us and find us and saves us
· No wonder we worship at his feet!

Monday Morning Take Away
· Each spiritual journey is custom made
· It’s not cookie cutter for all people
· The way Jesus worked in the life of this man born blind was unique to him
· It was different than how called Peter
· Which was different from Mary and Martha
· He will work differently in each of our lives
· Our Monday morning take away is give people grace for their own journey
· The job title of Savior is filled and he’s doing a great job
· Just like he got you into the kingdom, he’ll get your friends and loved ones in as well.
· A growing understanding of who God is
· Throughout chapter 9 this man’s understanding of Jesus grew
· So it is with us
· Almost 40 years later and I am still learning
· None of us have arrived
· None of us know it all when it comes to God
· It’s to our great advantage to stay open, receptive and teachable when it comes to our faith
· Those are the very things the Pharisees were unwilling to do
· And as a result they missed the Messiah
· The man born blind didn’t miss the Messiah but the Pharisees did
· So I ask this morning - Who are you?
· The man born blind who can now see
· Or the Pharisee who thinks he can see but is actually blind?
· Who would you rather be?
· Dip Stick Test
· One way to tell is how you treat those who have had their eyes opened.
· Do you celebrate their new found sight or do you interrogate them?
· I’m just sayin’
· I know what’s it’s like to be interrogated by Pharisees because my spiritual eyes have been opened.
· Maybe you’re thinking, hey I never asked for this
· The man born blind didn’t ask for it either
· It was a God thing
· But God sent someone anyway who has a passion to open blind spiritual eyes
· Did you invite me here to tell you what you already know?
· Or could it be that God sent someone who has what you didn’t know you needed?
· Final application
· Can you see?
· Can you blepo?
· Can you perceive by your spiritual senses?
· If not, please consider the free spiritual gifts workshop I’m offering on Monday nights beginning October 20th
· And the video series we’re starting at 7:00 PM tomorrow night
· Finger of God, Furious Love, Father of Lights and Holy Ghost.
· These videos will whet your spiritual appetite
· And the workshop will help to open your eyes
· Let’s pray
· Ask God to open your spiritual eyes
