The Gospel of John 17:20-26

Intro
· Open bibles to John 17:20-26
· Chapter 17 consist entirely of the prayers of Jesus
· In verses 1 through 5 Jesus prays for himself and The Father’s glory
· In verses 6 through 19 he prays for his closest friends, the disciples
· In the remainder of the chapter, verses 20-26, Jesus prays for us 
· And that’s what we’ll be looking at this morning
· Read and Pray: John 17:20-26

“My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

“Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

“Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
· As I mentioned last week
· It’s to our benefit to pay close attention to everything that Jesus said or did in the gospels
· I know of some that I gone through the NT “reading the red”
· Of all those beneficial things, the prayers of Jesus are high on the list
· On this profoundly significant night
· One of the most significant in all of human history 
· Jesus prays for us

Verse 20
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message…”
· The “them alone referred to here are his disciples
· The close friends he had just prayed for in verses 6-19
· Those dear friends he gathered with for this special meal
· His prayers this fateful night are not for his disciples alone
· But also for us
· We are the one who believe in Jesus because of their message
· More than 2000 years later the message of the gospel carries on
· And because of it we – the Charlottetown Vineyard, have put our faith, trust and belief in Jesus.
· Make no mistake
· Jesus is praying here for you and for me.

Verse 21
· Verse 21 of chapter 17 might be the most significant words in all of scripture. 
· So profound
· So crystal in their clarity
· So definitive of God’s plan and purpose
· Jesus prays THIS for us:
· “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message, that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· First Jesus identifies for whom he is praying
· Then he prays the prayer
· After that he defines the parameters of his request
· And finally declares the intended purpose
· All in verse 21

· The People
· Jesus is indeed praying for us, you and me
· I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message
· The Prayer
· Unity, oneness, that we ALL may be one
· that all of them may be one
· The Parameters
· This oneness is defined
· Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us
· What a profound depth of connection and connectedness!
· The Purpose
· Why this oneness of the all?
· so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· What is it that will cause the world to believe?
· Preaching? Outreach? Social Justice? No!
· It’s the connection with God – it’s the oneness 
· It’s the love!!

Compare and Contrast
· Why this and not that?
· Jesus could have prayed any number of things for us here
· He prays for unity – for oneness – for this connection
· Why?
· Because relationship is paramount to the Godhead
· It’s all about relationship!
· And then Jesus repeats his prayer
Verses 22-23
· I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.
· What is this oneness?
· What is this unity?
· The word here used for “one” means:
· Union or concord
· Agreement or harmony between people or groups
· It’s the exact opposite of disagreement or discord
· It’s not saying that we are to be identical to one another
· It’s not calling for cookie cutter Christians
· Union isn’t uniformity
· And concord or harmony requires differences
· Differences that complement and enhance or edify one another
· It’s a picture of the Trinity
· Three who are one
· Three separate identities
· The distinct personalities
· With oneness of heart, mind and purpose
· A perfect circle of love
· Love in unity
· And what Jesus asks for isn’t that we here on earth would play nice together
· Though that would be nice
· I truly do believe it that the Father likes it when his kids play nice together.
· That’s one of the reason I enjoy collaborating with other local churches
· Jesus prays that we would be one and then he defines it:
· Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us (verse 21)
· that they may be one as we are one - I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity (verse 22)
· Jesus’ prayer isn’t that we would simply get along with one another
· But rather that we would be one with God
· One with the Father, Son and Spirit
· That we would be one with the Trinity as they are one
· If we could grasp this
· We’d realize what a profound game changer it is.
· It clarifies the purpose of creation
· The incarnation
· The cross, the resurrection
· And the second coming
· God wants us to be one with him
· He wants a level of relationship with his sons and daughters that we can barely fathom
· His desire for us is revealed in the creation of the Universes
· Such extravagance
· He wanted a place where he could walk with us in the cool of the day
· And so he created everything out of nothing
· He created an entire Universe so that our planet might have a place to be

· His love for us is utterly indescribable
· It why Paul prays this for the church at Ephesus:
· For this reason I kneel before the Father, from whom every family in heaven and on earth derives its name. I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge - that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. (Ephesians 3:14-19)
· To ginosko this love that surpasses knowledge!

· Oh that we, the Charlottetown Vineyard we be so rooted in that love
· That we would indeed have the power of God needed to grasp just how wide, high, long and deep is God’s love for us!
· It is to that end 
· The oneness of his love
· That Jesus has given us something…
· His Glory
· Verses 22
· I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one

· What is this glory?
· Jesus mentions it in verses 5 and 24 of this chapter
· And now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I had with you before the world began. (verse 5)
· “Father, I want those you have given me to be with me where I am, and to see my glory, the glory you have given me because you loved me before the creation of the world. (verse 24)
· The Father gave glory to Jesus
· A glory he had before the world was created
· A glory that can be seen
· A glory given because of love
· And verse 22 tells us that it is this glory will help us be one as the Trinity is one.
· Wonderful clues
· Question: What existed prior to creation?
· Answer: The Trinity. Period. Nothing else.
· I think commentators JFB get it right when they state concerning this glory that:
· It is not the future glory of the heavenly state, but the secret of that present unity just before spoken of; the glory, therefore, of the indwelling Spirit of Christ; the glory of an accepted state, of a holy character, of every grace.
· Additionally the Pulpit Commentary defines glory here in verses 22 as:
· “…the glory of the supernatural life of Divine Sonship and self-sacrificing love as of the very essence of God.”
· So what is this glory?
· That which existed prior to creation?
· That will helps us to be one?
· That Jesus got from the Father and is giving to us?
· It is, in my humble opinion, the supernatural life of the indwelling Spirit Christ.
· It is the Holy Spirit.
· It fits the narrative
· It is the representation of the third member of the Trinity in this prayer from the Son to the Father.
· Many and varied opinions among biblical commentators.
· I think the glory is God himself - the Holy Spirit

Verses 25-26
· “Righteous Father, though the world does not know you, I know you, and they know that you have sent me. I have made you known to them, and will continue to make you known in order that the love you have for me may be in them and that I myself may be in them.”
· 5 times the word know (or known) are used in verse 25
· Each and every time it is the word ginosko
· Meaning to be known by an intimate experience
· This “knowing” is ongoing
· He continues to make the Father known to us
· In order that we might experience the love shared between the members of the Trinity.
· We are capable of love because love came down at Christmas
· God loved us first
· “We love because he first loved us” (1 John 4:19)
· Because of his love we can love one another 
· “A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love one another.” (John 13:34-35)
· Unity and love with God and each other is our witness to a lost and dying world
· John 17:21b
· May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.
· John 17:23
· I in them and you in me - so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me.

It’s ALL about relationship
· I believe that John 17:21 is THE message of the gospel
· “…that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me.”
· It is for oneness with God that the church exist
· It is for connection with the manifest presence of God
· This is the best portion
· This alone is the chief purpose of our lives
· To experientially know God and love Him forever
· This is first, this is best
· Everything else is at least second and only good.
· The highest purpose of the church isn’t
· Self improvement to make us better people
· It isn’t education to make us better students of the bible
· It isn’t spiritual warfare or to take down the spiritual darkness so present in this world
· It isn’t for an improved society where justice is rendered and the needs of the less fortunate are met
· The highest purpose of The Church - Bride of Christ is intimacy with the Bridegroom
· It’s intimacy between you and God
· All these other very good things are the fruit of that intimate relationship
· All of it, no matter how noble, are at best second.
· As a matter of fact, they become idols and substitutes for God when they take first place.
· Be it the church of Ephesus that had forsaken their first love in Revelation 2
· Or the signs and wonders folks that Jesus said he “didn’t know” from Matthew 7
· Humans are masters at making idols
· Even of very good things
· The statement is profoundly true:
· Good is the enemy of best
· Intimacy with God is far and away the best
· Let’s pray.

Let’s Pray:
· Oh God take us from here to there
· We want you 
· We want you first
· Have the highest place in our hearts and lives Lord
· Have what you wanted from the very beginning
· Give us your Spirit that we might know you
· So that we might be one with you!

Ministry Time:
· If you have any need this morning come forward and let us pray for you as the worship team leads us in a final song

