The Gospel of John 2:1-12

Introduction
· I’m preaching through The Gospel of John
· Today we begin chapter 2
· Read and pray: John 2:1-12
On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, 2 and Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”
4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”
5 His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.”
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.
· On the third day:
· It would have taken two days to reach Galilee from Bethany, and this was the third day.
· I think this is an early nod to the resurrection

· Let’s look at three things this morning
· Weddings in Hebrew culture
· Jesus’ dialogue with Mary
· Why water to wine


Weddings in Hebrew Culture
· Helpful resource in preparation of this morning’s message: 
· Pastor Richard Hall from the Eden Wesleyan Church in Chesnee, South Carolina.
· I don’t know him personally but I found his resources helpful.

· Jesus’ first recorded miracle in John’s Gospel took place in a town called, Cana of Galilee. 
· The event was a wedding.
· Cana was a rather inconspicuous little town that laid just outside Nazareth. 
· By all available research, Cana had no social prominence in its day. 
· In fact, it took scholars 1800 years before they could figure out just where this biblical town was located

· Clearly, Mary the mother of Jesus, Jesus himself and his disciples had all been invited to the wedding. 
· Social standing was significant to the Hebrew culture of this time
· It’s a safe bet that this was a “peasant” wedding. 
· Otherwise, Mary, who would have been considered a peasant, would have never been invited. 
· It’s interesting to note: Jesus ministry, like his birth, began in a small, unimportant town, to common everyday folks.

· As it is in most cultures, weddings are a big deal in Hebrew culture. 
· For the Hebrews there is a certain protocol that to be followed. 
· For example:
· If the bride were a virgin, the wedding occurred on Wednesday. 
· If the bride a widow, the wedding came on Thursday. 

· Typically, the wedding ceremony would take place late in the evening after a time of feasting. 
· The father of the bride would take his daughter on his arm, and with the wedding party in tow, would parade through the streets of the village so that everyone could come out and congratulate the bride. 
· Finally the wedding party would arrive at the home of the groom. 
· The wedding actually took place in the front door of the groom’s house. 
· The place he prepare for his betrothed, his fiancée 
· And this was no short ceremony…. the festivities often lasted for days. 
· Truly a time of great celebration.

· After the wedding ceremony the bride and groom walked through the streets accompanied by flaming torches. 
· Their attendants walked with them keeping a canopy over their heads. 
· The wedding party always took the longest route through the village so that as many people as possible could wish them well.


· There was no such thing as a honeymoon in this culture 
· No, the couple kept open house for a week. 
· And they were treated like royalty. 
· They dressed in fancy clothes and according to some traditions, even wore crowns on their heads. 
· Whatever desire they spoke for…they received. 

· It was the responsibility of the groom’s family to provide all the refreshments for this week long celebration.
· That’s where we find ourselves at the beginning of John chapter 2

· So, suddenly the host discovers that they’ve run out of wine. 
· Maybe they had more guest than they anticipated. 
· Maybe it was the fishermen Jesus’ brought along?
· No, they were invited.
· Either way, it would have been improper 
· This was a major social faux pas for the culture of this time to not have wine.
· Failing to provide adequately for the guests would certainly involve social disgrace. 
· In the closely knit communities of Jesus' day such an error would never be forgotten
· It would have haunted the newly married couple for a very long time
· Like small towns to this day “Good news travels fast and bad news travels faster”
· Through public drunkenness was considered a disgrace in this culture, and often not often practiced
· Running out of wine was the greater disgrace
· A host could have actually been sued for a breach of hospitality to his guest. 


· Additionally, wine was a rabbinical symbol of joy. 
· The Jewish rabbis had a saying
· ‘Without wine there is no joy.” 
· "To run out of wine would almost have been the equivalent of admitting that neither the guests nor the bride and groom were happy."

· Speculations
· Why did they run out of wine?
· Could it be that the groom’s family didn’t have the resources to acquire enough wine or purchase more wine?
· So now there’s this panic at the possibility of public disgrace?
· And why was Mary privy to this concern?
· Was Mary friends with the groom’s mother?
· If so, was Jesus a friend of the groom?
· Honestly we don’t know why they ran out of wine or how Mary knows about it but this we do know from scripture
· Mary is aware that there is a lack of wine and she brings this concern to her son.


Jesus and Mary’s dialogue

· Back to the text: John 2:3-4
3 When the wine was gone, Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.” 4 “Woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied. “My hour has not yet come.”

· They have no more wine: 
· Why did Mary ask Jesus to do something? 
· Mary’s husband Joseph is absent and presumed dead.
· There’s no mention of him anywhere in scripture since Jesus’ early childhood.
· If he’d been alive he would have most certainly been at the wedding with the rest of the family.
· Jesus as the oldest son would have been the man of the family for quite some time now.
· Realize that Jesus is 30 year old at this point.
· Mary would have been natural for Mary to turn to the man of the family to fix problems.
· That’s a natural way of looking at it.
· A more supernatural way might be this:
· Mary knew her son was unique
· Angelic announcement of pregnancy
· Virgin birth
· Prophetic words from Elizabeth, Simeon and Anna
· Visit from the Magi
· And no doubt more unrecorded events of interaction between mother and her Divine son
· She asked Jesus because she knew he had the ability to resolve the problem.
· Keep in mind, Mary lived with reproach for over 30 years
· A day of vindication is coming for her
· Maybe with the public display of Divine favor at Jesus’ baptism and the gathering of disciples, Mary can feel that day approaching.
· Maybe this spurred on her boldness
· Or maybe it was just the interaction between a loving mother and her loving son?
· Either way she didn’t force the issue, she left the matter in Jesus’ hands.




· Woman, why do you involve me?
· Jamieson, Fausset & Brown's Commentary on John 2 says that the use of the word “woman” is not term of disrespect in the language of that day.
· And refers to Jesus’ use of the same term again from the cross in John 19:26-27
· 26 When Jesus saw his mother there, and the disciple whom he loved standing nearby, he said to her, “Woman, here is your son,” 27 and to the disciple, “Here is your mother.” From that time on, this disciple took her into his home.
· Now it would have been an issue in my house
· With my mother or with Nadine and our son
· However, that is not the case here.

· “My hour has not yet come.”
· If nothing else this statement reveals that an hour was coming
· And they both knew what that meant
· It was understood between them
· Enough for her to ask and enough for him to respond in this way
· An hour was coming for Jesus to come out of hiding and reveal himself as the Jews long awaited Messiah.
· Why the disguise? Why the hiding?
· Relationship
· So Jesus could have what God always wanted with man
· So that he could once again have what was lost in the Garden
· Relationship with humanity
· Unhindered, unfiltered friendship with the objects of his extravagant affection.
· Mary doesn’t argue with Jesus’ response she simply turns to the servants and speaks her last recorded words in scripture

·  Do whatever he tells you.
· The recorded words of Mary are few. 
· However, it is good to pay attention to her words that are recorded 
· We would do well to follow Mary’s direction in our own lives
· How the world might be different if just a handful of us did whatever Jesus tells us to do.
· This speaks to the need for ears that hear and eyes that see


Water to Wine

· In verses 6-12 water is turned to wine, let’s reread those verses
6 Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each holding from twenty to thirty gallons.
7 Jesus said to the servants, “Fill the jars with water”; so they filled them to the brim.
8 Then he told them, “Now draw some out and take it to the master of the banquet.”
They did so, 9 and the master of the banquet tasted the water that had been turned into wine. He did not realize where it had come from, though the servants who had drawn the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside 10 and said, “Everyone brings out the choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink; but you have saved the best till now.”
11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.
12 After this he went down to Capernaum with his mother and brothers and his disciples. There they stayed for a few days.
· Observations
· Jesus began this miracle by using what was at hand. 
· He could have supplied more wine any number of ways, 
· But He started with what was there.
· He did it in such a way that included the servants participation
· Much like he does with us to this day
· What he provided was both quality and quantity
· “The choice wine”
· The best wine
· And between 120 – 150 gallons worth of it!
· Hey, what a great wedding present!
· Reminds me of God’s love for us as expressed by John in 1 John 3:1
· See what great (quality) love the Father has lavished (quantity) on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we are!  
· Perhaps John was remembering this wedding day when he later penned those words?
· Choice Wine
· The Master of the Banquet’s comment to the Bridegroom is a reasonable indication that we’re talking about an alcoholic beverage. Right?
· None of this religious theological gymnastics to fit our puritan western world-view mindsets, right.
· What do we call non-alcoholic wine?
· Vinegar or grape juice
· Whatever we call non-alcoholic wine, we don’t call it the choice or best wine
· David Guzik comments:
· “Some go to great lengths to show that what Jesus made here was really grape juice. While some find that line of thinking convincing, it is not the opinion of the author. Good wine is good wine, not good grape juice. It is true that wine in that day, as commonly served, had a much lower content of alcohol than modern wine. But it was still wine.”


Why Water to Wine?
· Verse 11
· 11 What Jesus did here in Cana of Galilee was the first of the signs through which he revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

· First Sign
· Remember the theological principal “law of first mention” from last week?
· He we have another first
· The first miracle
· The first sign
· Signs tells us where we’re going
· This “first of the signs” in the Gospel of John is:
· A miracle of transformation
· From the old ways of law, ceremony and purification
· To the new life of Jesus.

· Old verses New
· Moses turned water into blood, showing that the Law results in death (Exodus 7:17-21). 
· But Jesus' first miracle turned water into wine, showing the gladness and joy of His new work. 
· This acts out in practical ways what John said in John 1:17
· “For the Law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”
· And what he would later record from Jesus in John 10:10
· The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to the full.
· I think it is fair to say that
· The water is like a relationship with God under the Old Covenant
· And the wine is like a relationship with God under the New Covenant.
· The wine was after the water, the New Covenant is after the Old Covenant.
·  The wine was from the water, the New Covenant is from the Old Covenant
·  The wine was and better than the water; the New Covenant is better than the Old Covenant.

· New Wine
· Such a great metaphoric picture
· Of course it speaks to the promise of the Holy Spirit
· That new wine that must be put into new wineskins
· And it speaks to me of God’s amazing grace and extravagant love
· There is no measure to God’s grace. 
· God himself will always provide enough grace to meet our needs. 
· There’s no measure to God’s love.
· There is nothing that you can do that will cause God to diminish his love for you.
· You’ve done nothing to earn God’s love and grace and there’s nothing you can do to lose it
· It is a free gifts
· Just like the wine at the wedding

· Glory revealed
· According to John 2:1, this miracle happened on the third day. 
· John is hinting at the idea that Jesus shows forth His glory on the third day
· I believe another nod to the resurrection

· Application
· What do you do when the wine runs out of your life? 
· Mary showed us by example. 
· Do whatever he tells you
· Let’s pray
· Lord give us eyes that see what you’re doing
· Lord give us ears that hear your voice
· Give us hearts to do whatever you tell us to do
· Transform our lives
· Turn our water to wine
· Fill us with your Holy Spirit
